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When students first arrive at 
The Learning Center at Linlee El-
ementary, Principal Ron Chi can 
already see promise in them. 

“These are the kids who have 
the potential of some of the biggest 
minds in Lexington,” said Chi, sur-
veying the students.

The 150-student school works 

with those who have been truant, 
had behavioral issues or learning 
problems. TLC evaluates each stu-
dent’s special interests, then uses that 
to guide them to higher learning.

Although Fayette County’s public 
school system has a variety of mag-
net and alternative programs em-
phasizing everything from Spanish 
to performing arts to narrowing the 
achievement gap, The Learning Cen-

ter is different. It is a magnet school 
for students who don’t fit into other 
environments.

The program pushes them to ex-
cel and lead.

“If you’re feeling left out, this is 
a good school,” said TLC student 
Ceasar Lynch.

 Read more about The Learning 
Center in Life + Neighbors, Page C1

Learning Center taps students’ potential
By Cheryl Truman

ctruman@herald-leader.com

WASHINGTON — Bluster and hot rheto-
ric aside, the White House and House Re-
publicans have identified areas of significant 
overlap that could form the basis for a final 
agreement after “fiscal cliff” posturing gives 
way to hard bargaining.

Both sides now concede that tax revenue 
and reductions in entitlement spending are es-
sential elements of any deal. If the talks suc-
ceed, it probably will be because House Speak-
er John Boehner yields on raising tax rates for 
top earners and the White House bends on 
how to reduce spending on Medicare and ac-
cepts some changes in Social Security.

The White House and Boehner kept up the 
ridicule of each other’s negotiating stances on 
Tuesday. But beneath the tough words were 
the possible makings of a deal that could bor-
row heavily from a near-bargain last year dur-
ing debt-limit negotiations.

Then, Obama was willing to reduce cost-of-
living increases for Social Security beneficia-
ries and increase the eligibility age for Medi-
care, as Boehner and other top Republicans 
have demanded. On Tuesday, Obama did not 
shut the door on Republican ideas on such en-
titlement programs.

“I’m prepared to make some tough deci-
sions on some of these issues,” Obama said, 
“but I can’t ask folks who are, you know, mid-
dle class seniors who are on Medicare, young 
people who are trying to get student loans to 
go to college, I can’t ask them to sacrifice and 
not ask anything of higher income folks.”

“I’m happy to entertain other ideas that the 
Republicans may present,” he added in an in-
terview with Bloomberg Television.

At the core, the negotiations center on 
three key points: whether tax rates for upper 
income taxpayers should go up, how deeply to 
cut spending on entitlements such as Medi-
care and how to deal with raising the govern-
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AS BOTH SIDES DIG IN,  
WHITE HOUSE SHOWS 

SIGNS OF COMPROMISE
By Jim Kuhnhenn and Andrew Taylor

Associated Press

The Urban County Council 
is reviewing an ordinance that 
would give police more power to 
write tickets for drivers whose 
stereo systems are cranked up 
loud enough to blast birds out of 
the sky.

Then again, it might not have 

to be quite that loud now to gain 
an officer’s attention. The pro-
posed ordinance gives the city’s 
current noise ordinance more 
bite and allows Lexington police 
to cite individuals if their stereo 
creates a noise disturbance that 
can be heard by a person “of 
normal hearing sensitivity” more 
than 10 feet away.

Police currently can cite driv-
ers for loud music, but the new 
ordinance includes additional lan-
guage, said Rick Curtis, adminis-
trative officer for the Department 
of Public Safety. The ordinance 
would reduce the volume of loud 
stereos on public streets, in parks 
and on other city-owned prop-
erty.

Curtis pointed out that “Police 
will not be turned into a noise 
patrol.”

It’s all up to the officer’s dis-
cretion.

“Police won’t mandatory cite 
people,” said Curtis, who served 
on the task force that has been 
reviewing and updating the city’s 

PROPOSAL ADDS LANGUAGE FOR DISTURBANCES HEARD MORE THAN 10 FEET AWAY

Crank up the car stereo? Better look out
By Beverly Fortune

bfortune@herald-leader.com

See NOISE, A2
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SEE A PHOTO GALLERY AND VIDEO ONLINE

U.S. Army soldiers set up a model of a Forward Surgical Team, or FST, at UK’s Biomedical Biological Sciences Research Building.
PABLO ALCALA | palcala@herald-leader.com

Saving lives on the front lines

LONG WAY FROM 4077TH

Surgeons on the old 
TV show “MASH” oper-
ated at breakneck speed 
to save wounded soldiers 
during the Korean War, 
but their pace would 
seem leisurely compared to that of a mod-
ern U.S. Army Forward Surgical Team.

Operating near frontline combat po-
sitions, these mobile teams can rapidly 
treat critically wounded soldiers, liter-
ally pulling them back from death’s door 

in many cases, and move 
them on to higher level 
treatment facilities in as 
little as three hours.

“Thanks to that kind 
of speed, badly wounded 

soldiers in Afghanistan can be back on 
their feet in as little as two months, even 
if they are on prosthetic legs,” says Capt. 
Melanie Bowman, a U.S. Army flight trau-
ma nurse who’ll be serving in a Forward 

ARMY 
FORWARD 
SURGICAL 
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AT UK
By Jim Warren

jwarren@herald-leader.com

“Badly wounded 
soldiers in 

Afghanistan can 
be back on their 
feet in as little as 

two months.”
Capt. Melanie Bowman, 

on the effectiveness  
of a U.S. Army  

Forward Surgical Team

See ARMY, A2

See a photo gallery online.

Don’t Forget Your Flu Shot!
WALK-IN FLU CLINIC
TUESDAY, DEC. 11
5–7 P.M.

Cost: $15 — ADULTS ONLY
Cash, Check or Charge Accepted

1099 Duval Street, Suite 110

Lexington – Just off Tates Creek and

Man O’ War, next to the Fraternal

Order of Police Lodge

859.313.3400
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so here’s
the deal...

dealsaver.com/lexington
Mi’irie Mon Caribbean Restaurant

$10 for $20


