
Despite the Tea Party’s 
well-known fiscal focus, the 
anti-tax budget-slashing 
movement’s most underap-
preciated energy source 
may be its evangelical 
Christians. 

News coverage of early 
Tea Party rallies focused 
on the signs, speeches and 
slogans that promoted free 

markets, fiscal responsibility and constitu-
tionally limited government. But there was 
another widely shared agenda: Stop abortion 
rights, same-sex marriage and the other 
social evils in the eyes of the religious right. 

David Brody, the Christian Broadcasting 
Network’s Washington-based chief political 
correspondent, was making similar discov-
eries. If it often looks as though Tea Party 
supports are driven by something resembling 
religious zeal, you’ll understand why after 
reading his new book The Teavangelicals: 
The Inside Story of How the Evangelicals 
and the Tea Party are Taking Back America. 

Along with numerous profiles and 
interviews, Brody recounts that nearly half of 
self-identified Tea Party members said they 
were part of the “religious right or conserva-
tive Christian movement.” 

The Pew Research Center’s Forum on 
Religion and Public Life found 60 percent of 
registered voters who agreed with the reli-
gious right said they also agreed with the Tea 
Party. Some 44 percent of white evangelical 
Protestants said they agreed with the move-
ment. Only 8 percent said they didn’t. Almost 
two-thirds of Tea Party supporters opposed 
same-sex marriage, and 59 percent said abor-
tion should be illegal in all or most cases. 

With attitudes like that the Tea Party 
doesn’t sound so new. Their social conser-
vatism sounds much like the religious right 
of Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority and Pat 
Robertson’s Christian Coalition that backed 
President Ronald Reagan in the 1980s. 

The Tea Party movement emerged most-
ly from grassroots libertarian activism, and 
it endures with the help of big dollars from 
backers like the Washington-based nonprofit 
FreedomWorks. But polls indicate their rank-
and-file supporters at rallies and elections 
would be mighty sparse without the robust 
presence of dedicated evangelicals. 

That’s OK if your movement is led by a 
talented coalition builder like Reagan. But 
sharp differences on social issues, Brody 
observes, pose a potential threat to the 
movement’s long-term unity. After all, the 
movement’s more secular tax-fighters tend 
to lean more libertarian, including on hot-
button issues like abortion rights, same-sex 
marriage and marijuana legalization that the 
religious right so passionately opposes. 

So, what holds the coalition together 
now? Well, there is the guy in the White 
House. 

“Mitt Romney is lucky,” Brody told me in 
an interview. The presumptive Republican 
nominee “has done virtually nothing with 
the evangelical crowd, but he’s got a core 
group that will come out just to vote against 
President Barack Obama.” 

That’s a big deal. President George Bush 
was re-elected in 2004 with the help of a 
high turnout of religious conservatives, 
including in black churches, heavily encour-
aged by Karl Rove, Bush’s chief political 
strategist. 

Which made me wonder whether 
Obama or Romney will pull off a similar 
appeal to religious conservatives this year. I 
asked Brody how he thought teavangelicals 
would respond if the president resumed 
a theme that he pushed as a candidate in 
2008, a strong appeal for marriage before 
parenthood, personal responsibility and 
responsible parenting. 

Brody was intrigued by the suggestion. 
“I think if President Obama did a speech 
like that it would make teavangelical vot-
ers wonder why Romney hasn’t done the 
same,” he wrote. While a speech like that 
wouldn’t win a lot of white teavangelicals, 
it could endear him a bit more with inde-
pendents and “African-American teavan-
gelical voters” and “actually make Romney 
look weaker in this area.” 

Maybe. It is a speech that may not hap-
pen, but I’d like to cover it if it did. 

Reach Clarence Page at cpage@tribune.com.
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Facts overrule 
complaints about 

nursing home lawsuits
The Herald-Leader deserves a huge thank 

you for the resources and space devoted over 
the years to nursing home reform, which af-
fects more than 20,000 Kentuckians and their 
families.

On July 23, a column by reform advocate 
Bernie Vonderheide — unpaid — responded to 
a July 2 commentary by a nursing home indus-
try spokesperson — paid — complaining about 
lawsuits against the industry and the departure 
of Extendicare from the state. 

Vonderheide provides solid facts and figures 
to support his view that the nursing home 
industry enjoys healthy profits in Kentucky. But 
Doug Alexander neglected to include any fig-
ures to support his contention that the industry 
is being wrung dry by lawsuits from families 
whose loved ones have suffered neglect and 
abuse in nursing homes.

On what does Alexander base his asser-
tions? How many lawsuits were brought in, say, 
2011? How much was awarded? How many 
cases were settled before reaching court? How 
did all this affect the bottom line?

If Alexander expects to be taken seriously, 
this information should be made available. We 
should expect no less of a person representing 
a business group. Otherwise, folks will be left 
to conclude that the “pickin’s” in Kentucky just 
aren’t as easy as they used to be, so Extendi-
care pulled out. 

Alexander’s complaints, like those of other 
nursing home industry spokespersons, have 
a glaring trait in common: No hard facts, but 
plenty of self-serving generalities and whining. 
They could learn something from Vonderheide’s 
approach.

Betty Higgins
Lexington

What’s Romney hiding?
When Ann Romney was asked about the 

Romney tax returns, she replied “we’ve given 
you people all you need to know.”

Well, I’m not sure exactly who she meant 
by “you people” but as a voter I certainly do 

not feel like I know “all I need to know” about 
Mitt Romney. For starters, I would like to know 
whether he and his wife took advantage of a 
government amnesty program offered in 2009 
for wealthy Americans who held money in 
Swiss bank accounts that had — unlawfully — 
never been disclosed. 

And I would like to know whether, as many 
tax lawyers suspect, the Romneys paid little 
or no federal income tax in 2009. I would like 
to know how the Romneys managed to stash 
as much as $101 million in an IRA during a 
10-year period when the maximum contribution 
for “ordinary Americans” was $10,000 per year. 
And I need to know about corporations set up 
in Bermuda and the Cayman Islands to shelter 
Romney income from U.S. tax laws. 

Certain key forms are missing from the 
2010 return that he has released, and he has an 
extension on his 2011 filing that might not be 
completed until after the election.

When Romney finished his term as Mas-
sachusetts governor he had the hard drives of 
the computers of his key aides confiscated or 
destroyed. And certain financial records from 
the 2000 Olympics are mysteriously missing. 

I do not think “we people” have everything 
we need to know.

Jim Porter
Danville

Dog killed in hit-and-run
On July 31, I came upon a scene where a 

dog had just been hit by a hit-and-run driver. 
It was almost directly across from Rosa Parks 
Elementary School.

I was parking across the street to walk my 
own dog. I immediately ran across the street, 
where some other folks had gathered beside the 
dog. They were on their cellphones, trying to 
get help for this poor animal.

I ran back to my car to get my coat, to try 
to stop the bleeding coming from the dog’s 
shoulder and neck area. Within minutes, 
though, as I and a gentleman were holding onto 
the coat and petting the animal, waiting for 
help, the dog died.

Luckily, the vet from the Animal Care Clinic 
came and was able to take the dog back to his 
practice. The dog had a collar and tags, and 
looked similar to my own.

Someone in a dark vehicle was driving fast 
and never stopped after hitting the poor dog. 
This is really disturbing, and karma will be 
coming around the bend.

I walked my dog later, appreciating our 
mutual love, grateful for the folks who did stop 
to see about the dog’s welfare. Thank goodness 
for some kind hearts out there.

Kelly Hainsworth
Lexington

The final say
I want to acknowledge those who stopped 

on Beaumont parkway across from Rosa Parks 
school to show their concern for a dog who was 
hit by a vehicle whose driver did not possess 
the courage or compassion to stop for the in-
jured dog, who died shortly after. That dog was 
some family’s companion and didn’t deserve 
dying in that manner.

There is an old Indian legend which says 
that when we die we have to cross a bridge into 
the promised land but we will be met by each 
animal whose lives we affected and they will 
determine who crosses and who doesn’t. For 
the person who didn’t have compassion to stop 
for the dog, I hope the legend is true.

Edward Smith
Lexington

Poor trade-off
I read with disgust as one article explained 

that layoffs of University of Kentucky employ-
ees, and the elimination of 304 jobs, “couldn’t 
be avoided,” while two pages later it was re-
ported that Kentucky State Police were getting 
a $3.17 million fleet of new cars.

Why should we lay off employees in educa-
tion in order to spend money on law enforce-
ment? Most of their work is handing out 
unnecessary traffic tickets.

The primary objectives for handing out traf-
fic tickets is to make money for the police and 
to fish for other crimes. 

When cars are stopped for traffic infractions 
it allows the police to check their registration 
to make sure taxes have been paid, to check 
IDs for outstanding warrants, and inspect the 
car for beer, pot, guns or other evidence of 
crime.

Traffic safety is a distant third in the list of 
reasons for traffic stops.

It is always the same old story, we do not 
have money for education, but we have plenty 
of money for police.

John Sabot
Lexington
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