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likely today. Showers likely tomorrow.
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INDIANAPOLIS — The Indiana Supreme
Court said Thursday that the state Family
and Social Services Administration can’t de-
ny Medicaid, food stamps or welfare to peo-
ple without doing a better job of telling them
why.

The unanimous ruling came in a 4-year-
old class action lawsuit that challenged the
way the outsourcing of the state’s welfare
system dealt with clients. The system has
since been modified, but a lawyer for the
American Civil Liberties Union of Indiana,
which filed the lawsuit in 2008, said the prob-
lem persists.

The justices said the state agency violat-
ed applicants’ due process rights when it
sent them notices that stated their benefits
were denied because they had failed to coop-
erate without citing a specific reason. The
2008 lawsuit argued that the agency sent no-
tices denying or cutting off Medicaid, wel-
fare or food stamps because of missing doc-
uments in clients’ applications, but never
told clients which documents were missing.

In one case, the agency cut off Medicaid
to a woman with hearing problems and other
disabilities after a telephone interview that
she had trouble understanding, and refused
to meet with her in person. The justices said
the agency’s treatment of the woman violat-
ed federal law, including the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

The woman had wanted to talk with a
caseworker, but the ruling said only that the
agency must accommodate her disability

Indiana
must
explain
welfare
denial
State’s high court ruling
follows changes in system
By Charles Wilson
Associated Press

See WELFARE, Page A4

SANFORD, Fla. — The police
chief and prosecutor who have
been bitterly criticized for not ar-
resting a neighborhood watch vol-
unteer in the shooting death of an
unarmed black teenager both left
the case Thursday, with the chief
saying that he is temporarily leav-
ing his job to let passions cool.

And people angry about how
the case has been handled gath-

ered at a dowtown rally that drew
about 1,000 people Thursday eve-
ning.

Sanford Police Chief Bill Lee’s
decision came less than a day after
city commissioners gave him a “no
confidence” vote, and after a cou-
ple of weeks of protests and
uproar on social media websites.

Lee has said evidence in the
case supports George Zimmer-
man’s claim that the Feb. 26 shoot-

2 leave Fla. shooting case

Sanford, Fla.,
police Chief
Bill Lee
stepped
aside in the
case.

Police chief, prosecutor exit; protesters demand an arrest
By Kyle Hightower
Associated Press

See TEEN, Page A2

Trayvon
Martin was
unarmed
when he
was fatally
shot.

George
Zimmerman
hasn’t been
charged in
the
shooting.
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MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

PHOENIX — You’ve read this before,
no doubt.

Rick Pitino-coached team goes West
as a No. 4 seed, beats a No. 1 seed by
double digits in the Sweet 16.

Get ready to read it again. The Uni-
versity of Louisville men’s basketball
team became the first in this year’s
NCAA Tournament to topple a No. 1

seed by pounding Big
Ten champion Michi-
gan State 57-44 in US
Airways Center on
Thursday night.

The Spartans scored
the first points of the
game and led 7-5 with10
minutes left in the first
half. They would never
lead again as the Cards
played their way into
the Elite Eight.

At this point, the Sweet16 is Rick Pi-
tino’s personal property. After Thurs-
day’s win, he’s 10-0 in the round of 16,
with an average margin of 21.1 points.

It was tough to see another double-
digit win in the Cards, however, before
this one began. Michigan State ranked
in the top 10 nationally in both offen-
sive and defensive efficiency.

But there were some other things
that were hard to foresee.

In a game where everybody talked
about Michigan State All-American
Draymond Green, it was hard to fore-

CARDINALS PROVE
THEY ARE ELITE

The University of Louisville freshman Chane Behanan pumps his fists after the
Cardinals defeated No. 1 seed Michigan State. SAM UPSHAW JR./THE COURIER-JOURNAL

SYRACUSE WINS
Top-seeded Syracuse holds on for a 64-63
victory over Wisconsin. C1

ONLINE EXTRAS
U of L basketball: Stories, videos, blogs
from the Cards’ dance in the Sweet 16 at
www.courier-journal.com/ncaa.
UK basketball: Follow Rick Bozich and
Kyle Tucker with the Cats in Atlanta. Catch
videos galleries and more at www.courier-
journal.com/uk.

Eric
Crawford

See CRAWFORD, Page A2
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Time: 03-22-2012 23:13 User: mstollhaus PubDate: 03-23-2012 Zone: IN Edition: 1 Page Name: A 1 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


