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INDEX WHO WE ARE: Jacob Wilson, 16, Hopkinsville
Jason Wilson has been

playing around on the drums
for five years but didn't start
to seriously focus on his drum
skills until this past year when
he joined the band at Chris-
tian County High School.
"I like the sound of the

drum and the fact that it's so
fluid when you play," Jacob
said. "It's just fun."
After a year with the band

Jacob tried out to be the

drum sec-
tion leader
and got the
position.
“It feels

good but
now you
know you
have a lot of
responsibilities,” Jacob said.
“You have to make sure you’re
whole section practices at
home and during rehearsals

and everything.”
Jacob said he hopes to play

one day for the drum corps at
the Arizona Academy of the
Performing Arts in Tempe,
Ariz.
“I love them,” he said.

“They’re awesome.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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COMMUNITY COMMUNITY 

Trigg Relay
raises more
than $126K

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Mike and Penny Wright officiate as Kristi Hile finishes first in
the 5K run during the Trigg County Relay for Life Saturday
morning. Hile ran the 5K in 26 minutes,19 seconds.

Old-fashioned political
rally hosts local politicians 

BY TOM KANE
NEW ERA PHOTOJOURNALIST

Gordon Park was awash with red,
white and blue Saturday as Crofton put
on its first Old- Fashioned Political
Rally. 
Candidates stumped from 10 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Burgers were grilled next to
hot dogs.
Booths selling a myriad of  goods were
set up. There were tie-dyed shirts and
hoodies. There were jewelry displays
and fashion boutiques.
“I counted about 150 people at noon

time,” said Frank Brown, organizer for
the event. “If  we continue this every
year I hope we can become as success-
ful as Fancy Farm.”
Fancy Farm, a political rally and de-
bate in Graves County, began with 35
people in its first year. It now gathers
politicians and attendees from across
the state as a yearly event. 
The event was organized by the Kelly
Community Organization. Brown con-
ceived the event as a way to bring politi-
cians and the community together.
Brown previously told the New Era he
wanted the event to educate people
about the political process. 
“You can’t vote if  you aren’t properly
informed,” Brown said. “It is the civic
duty of  every citizen to be properly in-
formed and it is the duty of  every
American to vote.” 
The event featured speeches from U.S.
Rep. Ed Whitfield, Sen. Joey Pendleton,
D-Hopkinsville, Rep. Myron Dossett, R-
Pembroke, and candidates Whitney
Westerfield and Max Sturdivant. 

REACH TOM KANE at 270-887-3238  
or tkane@kentuckynewera.com.

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Max Sturdivant, Jr., (top) a Republican candidate for state representative, was campaigning on a stump Saturday at the Old Fashioned Political Rally in
Crofton. Sturdivant is a candidate for the 8th District. He is running against incumbent John Tilley, a Democrat. Sturdivant favors the Ultrasound Bill,
which requires doctors to offer the mother a look at an ultrasound of her baby. It is believed that this will reduce abortions.  Buttons (above, left) com-
memorating the event were popular. Jessica Young (above, right) wore a patriotic hat while caring for her grandson, Gilyn Webb, five months old. 

BY MONICA K. SMITH
NEW ERA COMMUNITY EDITOR

CADIZ, Ky. — The Trigg County Relay for Life
raised $126,300.40 for the American Cancer Soci-
ety Friday and Saturday. Trigg County High
School hosted the event, which drew more than
1,000 people. 
Co-chairpersons Jim and Linda Tribble organ-
ized the event, which is into its 15th year locally.
Relay for Life began in 1985 in Tacoma, Wash. Dr.
Gordy Klatt ran and walked on a track for 24
hours. He raised $27,000 for the ACS and thus cre-
ated Relay for Life. 
Linda got involved with the Trigg County Relay
for Life after learning her coworker had non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
“I became involved because I had someone per-
sonally in my life (diagnosed),” said Linda, who also
had her father, father-in-law and several additional
friends diagnosed with cancer. “Now at least once a
year we lose another church member to cancer.”
The Tribbles attend Oak Grove Baptist Church
in Cadiz where their Relay for Life team has been
recognized at both the state and national level for
their fundraising totals. 
“We have around 20 or 30 survivors, so even
though we are a little country church, we have a
lot of  teammates,” Linda said. “Everyone is fam-
ily.”
The Tribbles’ church won the top award for
most money raised with $35,000, and also the
most money raised by one individual, Gail Oliver,
who raised $14,500. The youth group from the
church also took part in the event for the first
time this year, raising $6,000. 
Relay for Life also offered a 5K Saturday morning
with police escorts at the front and rear of  the run.
Kayla Phillips organized the event as a new way to
raise funds. Cancer survivors were honored during
Friday night’s opening ceremony. 
Jim said the event brings the community to-
gether with fundraising efforts starting up again
a few weeks after a Relay for Life ends. Fundrais-
ers such as a banquet, spaghetti dinners, auc-
tions and adopted piggy banks help bring in
money.
“”It’s hard to explain to people outside of  Trigg
(County),” Jim said. “You take care of  your own.
So many people in Trigg County have been diag-
nosed, it’s hard to find someone who hasn’t been
touched.”

REACH MONICA K. SMITH at 270-887-3243 or msmith@kentuckynewera.com.

Veggie tales: Locavores before our time This food,
all pro-
duced in
Christian
County,
cost $8.20
Saturday
at the
Downtown
Farmers
Market.

JENNIFER P.

BROWN | 

KENTUCKY
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Once in a previous life, I was a
locavore. It was brief. It was
kind of  seasonal. I was a kid.

I didn’t have much choice. I still
loved it.
How’s that for qualifying
things?
If  you don’t know, locavore is a
term that describes people who
try to eat as much locally grown
food as possible. The idea is to
help the environment, be healthy
and support local growers.

That’s a terribly
simplified de-
scription for a
movement that
means a great
deal to many peo-
ple. I don’t want
to sound flippant
about it — I’m
just trying to be
brief.
When I was 8
years old, my ma-

ternal grandparents left their
home in West Virginia to move
to a farm my parents just bought
in southern Christian County.
Again, making this brief, I’ll just
say that Joe and Miriam Akers
quickly became award-winning
gardeners. Literally. A year into
their first crop as retirees who
embraced gardening, my 
grandmother won the grand

JENNIFER 
P. BROWN n

SEE VEGGIE, PAGE A7


