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smoldering

Company eyes
oil extraction
from tar sands

New academic programs OK’d

Above: Playing a drunken driver, Duncan
Beach, 17, of Bowling Green, is led away in
handcuffs after failing a field sobriety test dur-
ing the mock fatal crash program at South
Warren High School. Right: Timothy Hoffman,
18, of Bowling Green, plays the part of a
deceased crash victim surrounded by emer-
gency personnel during the program.

Above: Marina Rust, 18, of Bowling Green, plays an injured passenger Friday and is bound to a board as she awaits transport on
the Air Evac Lifeteam helicopter during a mock fatal crash program held by the Warren County Sheriff’s Office, Kentucky Office of
Highway Safety, Air Evac Lifeteam, Woodburn and Plano volunteer fire departments and the Kentucky State Police at South Warren
High School. The program teaches students about the dangers of drinking and driving. Top: Rust sits in a vehicle’s passenger seat.
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South Los Angeles has
changed since ’92 rioting,
but some things the same.
See the Sunday Reader.
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Friday
Pick 3: 1-3-3       Pick 4: 4-9-5-8
Friday late
Pick 3: 3-5-7       Pick 4: 5-2-9-3
Cash Ball ........................ 3-6-16-26, 23
Mega Millions ........... 2-5-45-46-47, 37
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

PROGRAM AT SOUTH WARREN TEACHES
ABOUT DRINKING AND DRIVING DANGERS

Official: Construction
permits up in Warren

HOUSING

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

New home construction appears to be on
the rise in Warren County.

County building permits were issued for
94 new residences and five apartment/mul-
tifamily residential buildings from Jan. 1 to
Friday, according to a report from Public
Works Director Mac Yowell to the Warren
County Fiscal Court on Friday. That’s com-
pared with permits for 74 residences issued
during the same time period in 2011.

“If you don’t feel it, you can see it in
numbers that things are picking up,” Yowell
told Fiscal Court.

He said much of the new building is tak-

ing place in the southern part of the county,
especially around schools such as the new
Jody Richards Elementary School.

“I think it’s a general sign that the econo-
my in Warren County is thriving,” he said
after the meeting.

Magistrate James “Doc” Kaelin said he
has seen a lot of that construction in his dis-
trict, in the southern part of the county,
probably as a result of more people coming
into Warren County to work.

He said he thinks Warren County as a
whole is recovering from the economic
downturn much faster than other areas of
the state.

See FISCAL COURT, 6A

WKU BOARD OF REGENTS

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Western Kentucky University’s
Board of Regents approved several
new academic programs and a new
faculty track, and also heard about
summer construction projects at its
regular meeting Friday.

Originally on the agenda were
employment contracts for head basket-
ball coaches Ray Harper and Michelle
Clark-Heard, but they were deferred
until the board’s July meeting.

“Both of those coaches are fully
engaged in recruiting and we didn’t
want to pull them off the road to get
their signatures right now,” WKU
President Gary Ransdell told the
board.

The postponement has nothing to

do with the content or the status of the
contracts, he said. “It has everything
to do with where we want them
focusing their attention right now,”
Ransdell said.

Meanwhile, the board approved a
new health management undergradu-
ate program, a graduate certificate in

facility and event management and an
undergraduate minor in leadership
studies.

Provost Gordon Emslie said
there’s a niche for each of the new
programs. Health care is one of the
fastest-growing fields in the nation,
and leadership studies fit in with the
university’s mission to have interna-
tional reach, he said.

A pedagogical track for faculty
was also approved, which will create
a limited number of faculty positions
that are focused on teaching rather
than on research or scholarship,
Emslie said. Ransdell said he thinks
creating the new faculty track is a
progressive and important step that
will help WKU be unique.

Originally on the
agenda were

employment contracts
for head basketball
coaches Ray Harper

and Michelle
Clark-Heard, but they

were deferred until the
board’s July meeting.

See REPAIRS, 6A

LOGAN COUNTY

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Arrakis Oil Recovery expects
this summer to mine tar sands on
121 acres in Logan County, using
what the company president is
calling a groundbreaking technol-
ogy to produce up to 1,000 barrels
of heavy oil a day.

The company’s general noncoal
mining permit with the Division of
Water is open for comments until
Thursday. The company’s surface
mining permit was approved this
year, subject to the approval of the
water permit, according to compa-
ny President Jeffrey Wilson.

Aaron Wilson, manager of the

joint venture between Arrakis’
parent company, Imperial, and E-
concepts, said the company will
first start mining about 20 acres
on the property where the tar
sands lie closest to the surface,
just about 6 feet below topsoil.
The tar sands on the remainder of
the property are also beneath a
layer of limestone, so it will be
more difficult to mine.

“We wanted to use this proper-
ty to show others in the area our
operation and how clean it is, so
we could begin to look at leasing
other land in the area,” Aaron Wil-
son said.

See COMPANY, 6A

SMOKING ORDINANCE

Number of reported infractions down
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

It has been exactly one year
since Bowling Green’s smoking
ordinance went into effect, caus-
ing restaurants and bars in the city
to put up their ashtrays and smok-
ers at those establishments to put
away their lighters.

The ordinance, which bans
smoking at most private business-
es in the city, went into effect on
April 28, 2011.

A year later, the sponsor of the
ordinance – Commissioner Brian
“Slim” Nash – said opinions are
still split on whether the ordinance
was a good idea.

“While I believe a majority of
people support it and a majority of
people wanted it, I’m not so foolish
as to try to deny that it’s controver-
sial,” Nash said of the ordinance.

Wherever public opinion lies,
the ordinance is being enforced,
though police say complaints
about smoking ban violators have
dropped off in 2012.

As of Thursday, police have
written 10 citations to eight differ-
ent establishments for violating
that ordinance, said Officer Ron-
nie Ward, spokesman for the
Bowling Green Police Depart-
ment.

See AMERICAN LEGION, 6A


