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As of Friday, Nelson
County is represented by a
new state Senator. Gov.
Steve Beshear signed
House Bill 1, a redistricting
bill approved by the state
Senate and House of
Representatives, Friday
afternoon. An emergency
clause attached to the bill,
caused it to go into effect as
soon as it was signed.

House Bill 1 changed the
geographical boundaries of
state Senate and House of
Representative districts to
even out population repre-
sentation after the 2010
Census figures had been
released.

State Senate District 15
now includes Nelson and
Bullitt counties and, as of
Friday, is represented by
State Sen. Vernie McGaha

(R), who previously repre-
sented Adair, Casey, Pulaski
and Russell counties in
south-central Kentucky,
which was the state’s 15th
Senate District before
Friday. Although the 15th
District moved, McGaha
will continue to represent it.

Before the redistricting
bill was signed, Nelson
County was in District 14,
along with Marion, Mercer,
Washington and Taylor
counties, represented by
Sen. Jimmy Higdon (R),
Lebanon. Higdon was
under the impression he
would continue to represent

Nelson County until Jan. 1,
2013. He said he did not
know an emergency clause
was attached to House Bill
1 until after he voted for it.

“Most legislation goes
into effect 90 days after it is
passed,” Higdon said. “An
emergency clause makes it
go into effect immediately. I
don’t know why it came out
that way. I did not realize it
had an emergency clause on
it until Thursday.”

Higdon said the insertion
of an emergency clause into
House Bill 1 might have
been politically motivated.

“The only sense I can

make of it — it was a polit-
ical one-up (by) the house
leadership,” Higdon said.

There are 59 Democrats
and 41 Republicans in the
Kentucky House of
Representatives.

Higdon said he has been
calling residents explaining
that he no longer represents
Nelson County.

The boundaries of
Higdon’s 14th District were
redrawn to include Lincoln
County, losing Nelson
County.

“I was persistent trying to
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Accident claims life
of New Hope woman
Three teens also injured in crash
STAFF REPORT

A New Hope woman died Friday night after a two-car
collision on Woodlawn Road.

Janice M. Hicks, 52, was pronounced dead at the scene
by the Nelson County Coroner’s Office. Hicks was driving
a 2003 Chevy Cavalier on Woodlawn Road just north of
Early Times Boulevard around 11:10 p.m. when a 2000
Pontiac Grand Prix driven by Stephanie Welch, 19,
Bardstown crossed the center line, according to a press
release from the Nelson County Sheriff’s Department.

It appeared the accident happened around in a sharp
right-hand curve and the vehicles struck head-on, accord-
ing the Nelson County Sheriff Deputy Reece Riley.

Hicks, who worked second shift at American Greetings,
was just getting off work when the accident happened,
according to a Nelson County Coroner’s Office report.

Welch and two passengers, Kimberly Cornell, 18 and
the owner of the Pontiac, and a juvenile, who was not
named in the report, were transported to Flaget Memorial
Hospital by Nelson County EMS. Welch and the juvenile
passenger were then transported to University of
Louisville Hospital because of the severity of their injuries.

Welch and the juvenile passenger were likely wearing
seat belts, according to the press release, but it was not
known whether Cornell was wearing one at the time of the
accident. The report had no information about whether
Hicks was wearing a seat belt.

The coroner’s report stated Hicks’ body was taken to the
Medical Examiners Office in Louisville for an autopsy to
determine the exact cause of death.

No charges have been filed by the sheriff’s department
but an investigation of the accident continues.

Ordinance mandates
election of city chief, too
Dual fire chiefs still in question
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

About 240 square miles of Nelson County are contained
within two fire districts that generally work together, shar-
ing firefighters and equipment alike: the City of
Bardstown Fire Department and the Bardstown-Nelson
County Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., a nonprofit often
referred to as the “corporation.”

But since a corporation election Jan. 16, it is unclear
whether that area will have one chief or — perhaps for the
first time — two. 

Chief Anthony Mattingly has overseen the two depart-
ments since 2005, but on Monday, the city’s first assistant
chief, Marlin Howard, reportedly won the corporation’s
election by a vote of 32-12. It may be the first time the two
departments haven’t shared a chief, local officials say.

Mattingly declined to comment on the vote, while
Howard stated he was looking forward to his time as chief.
Meanwhile, Bardstown Mayor Bill Sheckles insisted hav-
ing two chiefs was not an option.

On Friday, Sheckles was still working to resolve the sit-
uation as the city realized that, by ordinance, the City of
Bardstown department, too, should have held an election.

The corporation holds annual elections for chief, but it
doesn’t appear the City of Bardstown department has held
elections in recent years; instead, that fire chief has been
appointed by Bardstown’s mayor.

However, it has come to light that a city ordinance man-
dates the city chief, too, is subject to an election.

The ordinance reads: “After an election by the members,
the name of an individual shall be recommended for
appointment by the Mayor. Upon receipt of said recom-
mendation from the members of the Fire Department, the
Mayor shall appoint the Chief for a one-year term with
approval of the City Council. In the case of denial or

Newspaper also
wins a General
Excellence nod
STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Standard
picked up 14 awards and
was named the second-best
paper in its category Friday
night at the Kentucky Press
Association’s Excellence in
Kentucky newspapers con-
test.

Reporter Erin McCoy
and Sports Editor Peter W.

Zubaty won individual
awards while the editorial
staff picked up group hon-
ors during the contest.

McCoy won eight awards
in the contest. She received
top honors in the Best
Feature Picture category for
a photo she took behind the
scenes of the “Wizard of
Oz” musical as the actress
who portrayed Dorothy pre-
pares for her role. Judges
said the photo was a “clas-
sic take on a classic beauty
playing a classic character.
Well framed and executed.”

She also won first-place

in the Best Feature Story
category for a story on the
Wilhite twins and their
medium skills at Wickland.
Judges said it was “a fasci-
nating story told well.”
McCoy also won second

place in the same category.
In the Best Investigative

Story or Series category,
McCoy earned first- and
third-place awards. Her first
place win was for her inves-
tigative story on the farmers
and landowners who were
forced to either sell or
divide their farms when the
new road for U.S. 31E was
planned. Judges said, “the
quality of writing set this
apart from the other entries.
Erin does an excellent job
breaking down down a dull
subject — eminent domain

Nelson

Redistricting Shuffle
Bullitt

The new Kentucky
Senate District map
makes Bullitt and
Nelson county the
new District 15.

As of Friday, Nelson County’s new State
Senator is Vernie McGaha of Russell Springs.
He is the senator for the former 15th District

in south-central Kentucky’s Lake Cumberland
area.

New Senate lines means new Senator for Nelson

Kentucky Standard staff picks up 14 awards at contest

Erin L.
McCoy

Peter W.
Zubaty

See CONTEST, page A19

See SENATOR, page A19

“
I was persistent trying to get Nelson
County back in my district but they just
could never make it work.

SEN.JIMMY HIGDON, FORMER STATE SENATOR FOR NELSON COUNTY

See CHIEFS, page A19
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group uses 
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mats for the
region’s 
homeless.


