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it seems impossible
BY steve Becker
East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ A 10 6
♥ A 7
♦ K 9 8 2
♣ A 9 3 2

WEST	 EAST
♠ K 8 7 ♠ Q 9 5 3
♥ K Q 10 ♥ J 6 5 2
♦ 6 4 ♦ 7 5
♣ K Q J 8 7 ♣ 10 6 5

SOUTH
♠ J 4 2
♥ 9 8 4 3
♦ A Q J 10 3
♣ 4

The bidding:
East	 South	 West	 North
Pass Pass 1 ♣ Dble
Pass 2 ♦ Pass 2 NT
Pass 3 ♥ Pass 5 ♦
Opening lead -- king of 
clubs.

It's not easy to make 
five diamonds on this deal, 
even if you look at all four 
hands. However, South 
made the contract with only 

the North-South cards in 
view, and, furthermore, the 
defenders could do nothing 
to stop him. 

West led the king of 
clubs. South realized that 
since there was no way 
to avoid a heart loser, the 
outcome would depend on 
losing only one spade trick. 

This would have been 
easy to manage had West 
held both missing honors, 
but South found a way to 
hold himself to one spade 
loser even though the 
spade honors were split. He 
accomplished this feat by 
a maneuver called a guard 
squeeze, which gained him 
the extra spade trick he 
needed. 

He won the club lead 
with the ace and played the 
ace and another heart. West 
took the second heart with 
the queen and returned the 
queen of clubs, which South 
ruffed. After trumping a 
heart in dummy and a club 

in his hand, declarer ruffed 
his last heart in dummy and 
drew two rounds of trumps, 
producing this position: 

North
♠ A 10 6
♣ 9

West East 
♠ K 8 7 ♠ Q 9 5 3
♣ J

South
♠ J 4 2
♦ J

When declarer now led 
the jack of trumps, West 
could not afford to part 
with the jack of clubs, so 
he discarded a spade. 
South thereupon discarded 
dummy's nine of clubs and 
led a low spade, covering 
West's eight with the ten. 
East won with the queen 
and returned a spade, on 
which South played low. 
West's now-singleton king 
was taken by dummy's ace, 
and the jack of spades scored 
the game-going trick.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Taurus and a Moon 
in Scorpio if born before 6:39 
p.m. (PST). Afterward, the 
Moon will be in Sagittarius.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Sunday,	May	6,	2012:

This year your 
relationships increase in 
importance, and you'll 
become more in tune with 
your interactions. You also 
will have more choices 
concerning how and with 
whom you relate. If you are 
single, you discover that a 
myriad of different types 
of people are interested in 
you. Date until you find Mr. 
or Miss Right. If you are 
attached, you often need 
time alone as a couple. 
Your sweetie might feel 
threatened by all the extra 
attention you seem to receive 
this year. SAGITTARIUS has 
the curious ability to bottom 
line situations without much 
knowledge! 

The Stars Show the Kind of 
Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 
4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-

so; 1-Difficult
ARIES (March 21-April 

19) ★★★★ Suddenly nearly 
everyone drops an offer or 
invitation on you. Unless you 
clone yourself, you cannot 
accept them all. Enjoy your 
popularity. A discussion 
becomes quite intellectual, 
and you might want to ask for 
more feedback from others. 
Tonight: Do not forget that 
person at a distance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ You might feel 
unusually pressured to do 
something, but the good 
news is that you have the 
energy and follow-through 
needed. Confusion might set 
in with friends who have a 
different response than you 
do. Tonight: With a favorite 
person.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20)★★★ Take time for 
yourself. A project that is 
close to your heart might take 
up a good part of the day. You 
could be in a happy mood 
if you follow through on 
what you desire. Later today, 
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you'll have a wonderful idea. 
Tonight: If you don't have 
plans, make some.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22)★★★★★ Mischief seems 
to bubble up from out of 
nowhere. The result could be 
a group of friends or family 
members who feel more 
bonded than they have in 
a long time. Let the child 
in you out. News from a 
distance might feel a little 
uncomfortable. Tonight: 
Loving the moment.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)★★★ 
Staying close to home with 
family members helps you 
recharge your batteries 
and adds to the element of 
closeness. A spontaneous 
idea seems too good to be 
true. Why not do it? You 
rediscover a lightness that 
you have not experienced in 
a while. Tonight: Let the fun 
begin.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22)★★★★ Keep 
conversations moving, and 
you'll get to see a whole 
different response. Feel free 
to ask questions and explore 
an offer you thought was not 
going to come. Be clear with 
a close loved one; he or she 
needs a better perspective. 
Tonight: Make it early.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Your world is rosier 
because of someone's efforts. 
Share the naturally good 
vibes that exist between you 
and this person. Give more 
of yourself than you usually 
do, as others seem a little 
stressed right now. Tonight: 
Zero in on the apple of your 
eye.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You are all smiles 
and a lot more content than 
you have been in a while. 
Someone goes out of his or her 
way to make an impression 
on you. Understand how very 
deeply this person cares. A 
child or new friend might 
be holding back part of the 
story. Tonight: Make it easy 
for yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)★★★ Maintain a 
low profile. You might be 
overthinking a situation 
or looking for a different 
approach. Some of you just 
might need some downtime. 
Your imagination comes into 
play with a domestic matter. 
Tonight: Finally energized. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19)★★★★★ You are best 
in group settings right now. 
How you handle a personal 
matter could change after a 
brainstorming session with 
others. Your creativity makes 
nearly anything possible, 
if you just decide what to 
manifest. Tonight: Play it 
low-key.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18)★★★★ Others look to 
you for your leadership and 
opinions. You might be put 
on the spot when you least 
expect it. Organize a get-
together later today. Find a 
pal you can completely relax 
with. Tonight: Now the fun 
begins. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20)★★★★ The answers lie 
in your own mind. Take a 
drive and relax. Brainstorm 
away with a respected friend. 
You are able to come up with 
many alternatives. Test them 
out on another respected 
person. Tonight: Do not 
forget to check in with an 
older friend or relative.

BORN TODAY
Founder of psychoanalysis 
Sigmund Freud (1856), 
musician Bob Seger (1945), 
former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair (1953)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


