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Frankfort - A bill sponsored by
Rep. Tanya Pullin, (D-South Shore),
Rep. Rocky Adkins, (D-Sandy Hook),
and Rep. Kevin Sinnette, (D-Ash-
land), to provide incentives for exist-
ing companies to upgrade their
facilities has passed both chambers
of the Kentucky General Assembly.
It will become law upon Gov. Steve
Beshear’s signature.

In 2004, the General Assembly
passed legislation to establish the
Kentucky Industrial Revitalization
Act (KIRA) so that existing compa-
nies could modernize their facilities
and maintain industrial jobs in Ken-
tucky. 

AK Steel took advantage of the
2004 law to build a degasser to mod-
ernize the Ashland Works steel mill’s
operations. Before 2004, such incen-
tives were only available to new
companies coming to Kentucky.

Under House Bill 539, a company
like AK steel that participated in the
KIRA program can now continue the
process of modernization and assure
their success going forward into the
future. 

“In the old days people thought of
economic development in terms of
only new companies,” said Rep.

Pullin.  “Keeping, expanding and
modernizing existing industry will
keep our job market strong.”

House Bill 539, sponsored in the
2012 session by Reps. Pullin, Adkins
and Sinnette, would incentivize com-
panies to continue to expand and
modernize for another ten years. 

Rep. Pullin said, “House Bill 539
creates a tool to encourage expan-
sion and additional industrial jobs in
our area and will support those ex-

pansion efforts.” 
“AK Steel has been in our area for

decades and is a major employer,”
said Rep. Adkins.  “House Bill 539
will allow them to continue to be a
vital force in our region for years to
come.”

“This legislation will enable the
Kentucky Economic Development
Cabinet to work with existing com-
panies to grow their industry and
keep people employed,” said Rep.

Sinnette. 
“AK Steel is appreciative of the

General Assembly’s support of eco-
nomic development in Kentucky,"
said James L. Wainscott, Chairman,
President and CEO of AK Steel.
"The 2004 amendments to the Ken-
tucky Industrial Revitalization Act
were critical to our Ashland  Works’
2004 modernization project.  It is
gratifying to know that the General
Assembly has again amended the
Act to encourage the consumption of
Kentucky coal and the investments
necessary to allow Kentuckians to
compete nationally and globally.”

Doug Campbell, president of
United Steel Workers Local 1865, ex-
pressed his gratitude on behalf of
the union.  

“We sincerely appreciates the ef-
forts of the Kentucky legislature for
their hard work and dedication to
the passage of House Bill 539. This
bill will help secure a bright future
for the working families of North-
eastern Kentucky. It is comforting to
know that our legislators are work-
ing diligently to ensure that the
Commonwealth of Kentucky remains
competitive.”

From left: Rep. Kevin Sinnette, (D-Ashland), Rep. Tanya Pullin, (D-
South Shore) and Majority Leader Rocky Adkins, (D-Sandy Hook).

Pullin, Sinnette and Adkins sponsor
bill to help AK Steel stay competitive

Average retail gasoline prices in Kentucky have
risen 2.3 cents per gallon in the past week, aver-
aging $3.91/g Sunday. 

This compares with the national average that
has increased 3.2 cents per gallon in the last
week to $3.89/g, according to gasoline price web-
site KentuckyGasPrices.com. 

Including the change in gas prices in Kentucky
during the past week, prices Sunday were 30.1
cents per gallon higher than the same day one
year ago and are 25.0 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago. The national average has in-
creased 18.6 cents per gallon during the last
month and stands 26.8 cents per gallon higher
than this day one year ago. 

"The national average has finally showed some
signs of slowing down, and gasoline prices in
dozens of areas have virtually stabilized after ris-
ing for two to three consecutive weeks," said Gas-
Buddy.com Senior Petroleum Analyst Patrick
DeHaan. 

"The rally in gasoline prices started in March,
we could have dubbed it March Madness, to coin-
cide with the flurry of college basketball games,
but as the tournament winds down, gasoline
prices too have slowed their increase, and maybe-
just maybe- gasoline prices are closer to a peak
than we initially expected," DeHaan said, noting
that GasBuddy last week revised its gasoline
price forecast slightly higher.

The revision can be found at http://www.
scribd.com/doc/86920341/Revised-Gasoline-Fore-
cast-Media-Mar-27-2012.

March and April mean spring
break for many families, and
Kentucky State Parks invite you
to visit to take advantage of sev-
eral special offers and packages.

The Kentucky State Park re-
sorts have lodges, cottages and
restaurants, as well as recre-
ational opportunities for fami-
lies. These include trails,
playgrounds, tennis and basket-
ball courts, fishing and wildlife
viewing. Spring break is a great
time to get outside and explore
some of the natural beauty at
these parks. All state park
campgrounds will open in April.

Listed below are some of the
special offers and programs in
March and April. (Offers based
on availability, for individual
travel only. Not to be combined
with any other discounts or of-
fers. Applicable taxes apply.) For
more information or to make a
reservation, call the park or visit
www.parks.ky.gov

Barren River Lake State Re-
sort Park, Lucas
Barren River Lake State Resort
Park is offering spring break
packages for two to eight people.
The Bed and Breakfast Package
for an adult and one child in-

cludes one night’s lodge room
and breakfast for $49.99. The
Family Package for four people
includes one night’s lodge room,
a pizza, drinks and cookies for
$69. There are also packages for
cottages starting at $69.95 a
night. Prices good through May
24. The park has biking and hik-
ing trails, tennis and basketball
courts, free fishing gear and is
just 25 miles from Mammoth
Cave. Call 1-800-325-0057.

Buckhorn Lake State Resort
Park, Buckhorn
Buckhorn Lake State Resort
Park is offering overnight lodg-
ing packages for families start-
ing at $49.95 a night. This
includes a lodge room, free Wi-
Fi, continental breakfast, mini
golf, hiking trails, wildlife view-
ing, fishing, a playground and
more. A cottage package is avail-
able for $89.95. Offer good
through May 24. Call 1-800-325-
0058.

Cumberland Falls State Re-
sort Park, Corbin
Cumberland Falls is offering its
Spring Break Adventure, April
1-4. Activities include canoeing,
whitewater rafting, a rock

climbing wall, archery, wild-
flower walks, astronomy and
hikes to waterfalls and natural
arches. Activities may be
changed due to weather condi-
tions. There is a fee for rafting
and canoe trips; other programs
are free to guests. Some activi-
ties are limited and are offered
on a first-come, first-served
basis. Call the park for schedule
details. Lodge room rates start
at $69 a night. Call 1-800-325-
0063.

Rough River Dam State Re-
sort Park, Falls of Rough
Rough River Dam State Resort
Park is offering a lodge package
starting at $69.95 that includes
one night’s lodging and break-
fast for the family. Also available
is a cottage package for $139.95
for a family of four (two adults
and two children 12 and under)
that features one night in a cot-
tage, dinner and breakfast. The
park has many outdoor recre-
ational opportunities such as
tennis, basketball, trails, fish-
ing, golf and a playground.
Package good through May 8.
Call 1-800-325-1713.

Spring deals at Kentucky State ParksGas prices rise
to $3.91 per
gallon average

Menifee County Ani-
mal Shelter, French-
burg, has received a
$1,000 disaster grant
from the Petfinder.com
Foundation to assist
with expenses related
to the tornado that re-
cently swept through
the area.  

Though the shelter
was not damaged,
emergency housing and
supplies were needed
for animals displaced
by the disaster.  Med-
ical assistance for in-
jured pets was also
needed.

"With the number of
families affected by the
tornado, we are seeing
a sharp increase in the
number of people who
just cannot afford to
care for their pets at
this time of rebuilding
their lives," Renee
Nichols, Menifee
County Animal Shelter.

"The Petfinder Founda-
tion grant will help us
to save many of their
animals.  We are
thrilled." 

The Petfinder.com
Foundation, a nonprofit
501(c)3 public charity,
helps homeless pets by
saving lives through
adoptions, helping shel-
ters prepare for and re-
cover from disaster and
working to make sure
animal welfare organi-
zations across the coun-
try are more
sustainable.  

Its mission is to en-
sure no adoptable pet is
euthanized for lack of a
home.  Since 2003 the
foundation has pro-
vided over $15 million
in grants to animal wel-
fare organizations and
Petfinder.com member
shelters and rescue
groups.

University of Kentucky experts report that
eastern tent caterpillar eggs have begun hatching
well ahead of last year and expect the egg hatch
to be completed in Central Kentucky by the first
full week of March.

According to Lee Townsend, UK College of Agri-
culture entomologist, populations have been spo-
radic during the last few years, with pockets of
increased populations in some areas.
He estimated that Central Kentucky is seven to
10 days away from being able to see distinct tents
in trees with live larvae.

Townsend urged horse farms to check wild
cherry and related trees for eastern tent caterpil-
lar activity to determine whether management is
necessary. If control measures are needed to re-
duce numbers, steps should be taken before the
caterpillars leave their trees.
“The small caterpillars will stay near the egg
mass for a short time before moving to feed on ex-
panding leaves,” Townsend said.

“Eastern tent caterpillars grow and develop as
long as the temperature is above 37 degrees; the
warmer it is, the faster they will grow. Cold tem-
peratures will slow them down, but the tent and
the general cold hardiness of the species will keep
them from being affected drastically, even if tem-
peratures drop below freezing at night,” he added.

Controlling eastern tent caterpillars is vital to
area horse farms, as UK research has proven the
caterpillars caused outbreaks of Mare Reproduc-
tive Loss Syndrome, which can cause late-term
foal losses, early- and late-term fetal losses and
weak foals.

During the 2001-2002 MRLS outbreak, an esti-

mated 30 percent of that year’s Thoroughbred foal
crop was lost. The state suffered an economic loss
of approximately $336 million in all breeds of
horses.

UK researchers conducted epidemiological and
field studies, which demonstrated that MRLS was
associated with unprecedented populations of
eastern tent caterpillars on Kentucky horse
farms. Studies since the 2001-2002 outbreak sub-
sequently have revealed that horses will inadver-
tently eat the caterpillars, and the caterpillar
hairs embed into the lining of the alimentary
tract. Once that protective barrier is breached,
normal alimentary tract bacteria may gain access
to and reproduce in sites with reduced immunity,
such as the fetus and placenta. Fetal death from
these alimentary tract bacteria is the hallmark of
MRLS.

UK entomologists recommend that unless horse
farm managers have been aggressive in manag-
ing eastern tent caterpillars, or removing host
trees, they should keep pregnant mares out of
pastures bordered by cherry trees for the next
several weeks.

Townsend offered the following recommenda-
tions for controlling moderate to large caterpillar
populations if horses cannot be moved to avoid
possible exposure.

“Foliar sprays for caterpillar control can be
made when tents are about the size of a baseball.
Another option is the injection of trees with a sys-
temic insecticide by commercial pesticide applica-
tors or arborists. Regardless of the treatment
used, it is important to revisit the sites in about
five days to assess caterpillar activity,” he said.

Eastern tent caterpillar egg hatch
under way early in Central KentuckyMenifee County 

Animal Shelter receives 
disaster grant


