
Seventh of a series.

By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

It was clear that Carolyn
Miller was a little weary the
day she sat down to talk
about how schizophrenia
turned her once-outgoing
son into a shadow of his for-
mer self.  

It’s also clear that she
loves her son enough to

push through weariness to
care for him, to understand
the serious mental illness
that plagued her family and
to form a local support
group for others like her.

Miller is one of the
founders of NAMI-More-
head, a local chapter of the
National Alliance on Mental
Illness. 

“My son was diagnosed

with a serious mental ill-
ness when he was 19 years
old,” she said.

“He was a normal, happy
child and a good student
with lots of friends.”

Her son’s problems began
in high school and, at first,
his parents chalked it up to
bad behavior.

“He was the complete 
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Should the purchase of cough
and cold medicines require a
doctor’s prescription? 

Go to:
www.themoreheadnews.com
and submit your vote. Results
will be published in Friday’s The
Morehead News!

Legislation is
pending in
Kentucky
and other

states to fur-
ther limit the
sale of over-
the-counter
medicines
containing

pseu-
doephedrine

as a means of
discouraging
illegal pro-
duction of

methamphet-
amine.  

Should Rowan County re-
quire scrap metal dealers to
hold newly-purchased metal,
including gold and silver, for
a week to help catch metal
thieves?

Yes 89% No 11%

Internet Poll...
Non-scientific poll, for opinion & entertainment

Uncovering mental illness in Rowan County

Pancake breakfast to benefit People’s Clinic
Where can you get a good

breakfast for a great price
and help a wonderful cause
at the same time?

The answer is this Satur-
day between 8 a.m. and 11
a.m. at the Carl Perkins
Center during the annual
American Legion Pancake
Breakfast to benefit the Peo-

ple’s Clinic.
Tickets are $5 and will be

available at the door.
“This has become one of

our favorite events and we
look forward to it each year,”
said Harry Clark, com-
mander of the Legion’s Cor-
bie Ellington Post 126.

Costs are borne by the Le-

gion so that all proceeds go
to the People’s Clinic which
provides free health care to
residents of Rowan and nine
other counties.

“We are most appreciative
of the Legion’s support,”
said Joan Wells, administra-
tive director of the People’s
Clinic. 

“These funds will go di-
rectly to supporting our pa-
tients.”

Organized in 2005, the
People’s Clinic is a commu-
nity-based, volunteer-
staffed, non-profit charity
located at 751 W. lst Street
in Morehead.

No higher education projects in state budget

Unadell Eldridge, former
owner of Eldridge and Son
Farm Supply, was airlifted
to the University of Ken-
tucky Medical Center Fri-
day after a former
employee, Dewey Brickles,
56, apparently shot her in
the lower abdomen.

Brickles, who was criti-
cally injured at the supply
store in February 2011, had
allegedly been living on El-
dridge’s property and doing
odd jobs since the farm sup-
ply store was sold. 

Kentucky State Police and
Rowan County Sheriff

deputies responded after re-
ceiving a call from Eldridge
stating Brickles had come to
her Cranston Road home
with a .22 caliber pistol.

After a lengthy search,
Brickles was allegedly found
armed and hiding in a
nearby culvert.

Brickles was taken to St.
Claire Regional Medical
Center for evaluation and
later booked at the Rowan
County Detention Center on
charges of assault first-de-
gree and burglary first-de-
gree, both Class B felonies.

Brickles entered a not

guilty plea yesterday and is
being held in the Rowan
County Detention Center on
a $250,000 cash bond

It was reported Monday
that Eldridge was in stable
condition following surgery
at UK. 

Local woman stable after being shot

County to assess public health system

Dietician Sandy Ellington was among the representatives from local health, gov-
ernment and social service agencies that attended the first session of the Gate-
way Wellness Coalition’s Rowan County Local Public Health System Assessment
last Friday at the CHER building. (Photo by Noelle Hunter)

By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

St. Claire Regional Medical
Center, Morehead State Uni-
versity and the Gateway Dis-
trict Health Department
have joined to form the Gate-
way Wellness Coalition, a
group tasked with assessing
and making recommenda-
tions for improving the local
public health system.  

Coalition members and
community stakeholders met
Friday at the Center for
Health Education and Re-
search (CHER) to launch the
Rowan County Local Public
Health System Assessment,
an 18-month community
health needs survey of four
Gateway-area counties: Bath,
Menifee, Morgan and Rowan.

The process began with a
day-long event in which city
and county officials and rep-
resentatives from health,
wellness and social service
agencies used radio fre-
quency (RF) clickers to re-
spond to a detailed series of
questions about the quality,
safety, accessibility and feasi-

bility of the local public
health system. 

People’s Clinic Board Chair
Mattie Burton helped facili-
tate the assessment. She told
the audience that the public
health system extends be-
yond the county health de-
partment. 

“It’s not just the health de-
partment’s responsibility, its
all of us,” Burton said. 

She said the Gateway Well-
ness Coalition is better
suited than a paid consultant
to assess the local public
health system.

“Who knows Rowan County
better, someone from
Chicago, or you?” Burton
asked the audience.

The state budget bill
awaiting Gov. Steve
Beshear’s signature has no
higher education construc-
tion projects to be funded
with so-called agency bonds.

The $19.3 billion spending

plan will be finalized on
April 12 when the General
Assembly returns to Frank-
fort to act on any items ve-
toed by the governor.

The new budget takes an-
other $2.8 million from

MSU’s operating budget and
denies the institution the
right to spend its own
money to issue bonds to fi-
nance four construction proj-
ects projected to cost $42.6
million.

The proposed biennial
budget also stops the annual
cost of living increases in
the pensions of MSU re-
tirees and other state re-
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‘Who knows
Rowan County
better, someone
from Chicago, or
you?’

Mattie Burton
Facilitator


