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NUMBERS: 2
The number of times Florida has shut out 
Kentucky during its 26-game winning streak 
over the Cats. The first was a 65-0 swamping 
in 1996. The second was Saturday’s 38-0 win.

FAN FARE 
SUNDAY

During a ceremony in 2001, the name of Kentucky great Dermontti Dawson was revealed inside 
Commonwealth Stadium. The former Ring of Honor is now covered by a flashy ribbon board.
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WHAT  
WE’LL SEE

Sunday
First-year Washington quarterback Robert Griffin 
III squares off against second-year Cincinnati 
QB Andy Dalton when the Bengals visit the 
Redskins, the league’s highest-scoring team. 
Cincinnati enters as a three-point underdog. 
(1 p.m., CBS-27, WBVX-FM 92.1)  

Sunday
Jeff Gordon has the pole position for Round 2 
of NASCAR’s Chase for the Sprint Cup. Tony 
Stewart won the Sylvania 300 last year, and 
Kasey Kahne won this season’s first race at 
New Hampshire Motor Speedway, but Brad 
Keselowski is the hot driver of the moment. He 
won last week’s Chase opener in Chicago. 
(2 p.m., ESPN, WLXO-FM 96.1)

Monday
With Green Bay wide receiver Greg Jennings 
questionable because of a groin injury for the 
Packers’ game against Seattle, former Kentucky 
standout Randall Cobb could play a starring 
role in the national spotlight on Monday Night 
Football. Cobb, the team’s third-leading receiv-
er this season, is nursing a hamstring injury 
but is listed as probable. (8:30 p.m., ESPN)

Friday
If past success counts for anything in the 
Ryder Cup, Europe has a significant advantage 
over the United States. The Americans do not 
have a single player with a winning Ryder Cup 
record. The Europeans have eight. No matter 
the statistics, both teams are loaded for the 
39th Ryder Cup matches Friday through Sun-
day at Medinah, Ill. The 24 players from each 

team all are among the top 35 in the world 
rankings. Europe has nine players who have 
combined to win 15 tournaments this year. 
The United States has 11 players who have 
combined to win 15 tournaments this year. 
(8 a.m., ESPN)

Saturday
The last time South Carolina visited Kentucky, 
the Cats rallied from an 18-point halftime 
deficit to pull off a 31-28 upset of the then-No. 
10-ranked Gamecocks in 2010. UK paid the 
price for that with a 54-3 beatdown last season 
in Columbia. Is South Carolina Coach Steve 
Spurrier done exacting revenge for his only loss 
ever to Kentucky? (7 p.m., ESPN or ESPN2)

MATHEW GRAF

Rory McIlroy, the world’s No. 1 player, 
leads the Europeans into the Ryder Cup.
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 Kentucky, have his name, 
the year in which he played/
coached and his UK jersey 
number.

“It’s another way to try 
to honor them,” Kentucky 
Athletics Director Mitch 
Barnhart said. “... We felt 
like it was another oppor-
tunity to put (the names) 
on the walkway around the 
inside so, as people walk 
around, they have a chance 
to see them.”

Speaking two days before 
Kentucky’s home opener 
with Kent State, Barnhart 
said he was happy with the 
new means of honoring UK’s 
past greats.

“I’ll be honest, I think 
it does a pretty nice job, a 
better job, of highlighting 
people,” the UK AD said. 
“(Fans) actually see a pic-
ture of a guy and the years 
they were here. It kind of 
puts the pieces of the puzzle 
together and I don’t think 
we could even do all that 
when (the Ring of Honor) 
was on the inside of the 
stadium.”

After two UK home 
games in 2012, I checked 
on the reaction to the new 
pennants from some of the 
ex-UK stars who were upset 
in 2011.

Higgs, who lives in 
Miami, has not been in 
Commonwealth this season 
but said he was glad to hear 
the university had replaced 
last season’s flags. “Unless 
the wind was blowing super 
hard, you couldn’t see the 
names at all on those flags,” 
he said.

Federspiel attended the 
Kentucky-Western Kentucky 
game and was lukewarm on 
the new pennants.

“It is nice that they are 
trying to do something,” he 
said. “But those pennants, 
they are up there pretty high 
and they sort of blend in 
with the (stadium) beams. 
We’ve gone from having our 
names inside the stadium 

where everybody could 
see them to more on the 
outside.”

There may be something 
to the problem of the new 
pennants “blending in.” 
Ex-Wildcats greats Sam 
Ball and Jeff Van Note both 
attended WKU-UK, yet each 
said they didn’t notice the 
new means of honoring 
Ring of Honor members.

Noting that UK hopes to 
launch a significant reno-
vation of Commonwealth 
Stadium soon, Kentucky 
football publicist Tony Neely 
said the university is still 
exploring other ways to 
more prominently honor ex-
Wildcats legends.

For my two cents, I’ll 
say again I like the ribbon 
boards and believe they give 
Commonwealth Stadium 

a “now” feel. But I don’t 
blame the former players 
and their families who feel 
betrayed that the Ring of 
Honor was covered over. 
That type of honor is sup-
posed to be forever.

The adhesive pennants 
Kentucky has installed this 
season are a step up from 
last season’s flag flap. Still, 
UK needs to find a way to 
again prominently honor its 
past greats inside the Com-
monwealth Stadium bowl.

If you have a good 
idea(s) on how that can 
be done and would like 
to share, I will pass those 
along in a future column.
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According to Kentucky great Mark Higgs, the wind had to be 
blowing pretty strong for fans to see the names of the honorees 
on the flags flying atop Commonwealth Stadium last season.
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LOUISVILLE 28, FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 21

MIAMI — Teddy Bridge-
water passed for two touch-
downs and ran for another 
in the return to his home 
city, and No. 20 Louisville re-
mained unbeaten by holding 
off Florida International 28-
21 on Saturday night.

Senorise Perry rushed for 
74 yards for the Cardinals (4-
0), who trailed for the first 
time this season before con-
trolling the second half and 
avenging last season’s 24-17 
loss to FIU.

Darian Mallary and Jake 
Medlock both rushed for 
touchdowns for the Panthers 
(1-3), whose losses have come 
against teams from the Atlan-
tic Coast Conference, Confer-
ence USA and the Big East. 
FIU starts Sun Belt play next 
week at Louisiana-Lafayette.

Mallary and Medlock each 
left the game with injuries, 
and top FIU running back Ke-
drick Rhodes also missed the 
game with a right leg injury.

Bridgewater, a standout 
quarterback at Miami North-
western, completed 19 of 36 
passes for 194 yards — more 
incompletions in one night 
than he had in the first three 
games of the year. He had 
gone 96 passes without an 
interception to start the year 
before he was picked off by 
FIU’s Johnathan Cyprien late 
in the first quarter.

And the Panthers, who fell 
behind 7-0 early on Bridge-
water’s 3-yard pass to Nick 
Heuser, put together two sus-
tained drives to take the lead. 

Mallary scored from 3 yards 
out to tie the game late in the 
first and cap a 13-play, 76-yard 
march, while Medlock scored 
from a yard out midway 
through the second quarter to 
end an 11-play, 82-yard drive 
for a 14-7 FIU lead.

Bridgewater connected 
with Andrell Smith on a 
1-yard touchdown pass with 
26 seconds left in the half, 
knotting the game at 14. And 
after FIU muffed a punt fol-
lowing the opening drive of 
the third quarter — the first 
in a long series of mistakes 
that plagued the Panthers in 
the second half — Louisville 
was back in business.

Perry rushed for 24 yards 
on the first play after the 
turnover, 16 more on the next 
snap, and Jeremy Wright went 
the final 6 yards to put the 

Cardinals ahead 21-14. FIU 
was stopped inches short on 
fourth-and-1 with 8:03 left 
in the third at the Louisville 
10, turning the ball over and 
 starting a  possession that 
Bridgewater capped with a 
1-yard plunge 6 seconds into 
the final quarter for a 28-14 
edge.

QB INTERCEPTED BUT 
ACCOUNTS FOR 3 TD’S

Bridgewater wins in 
return to hometown
By Tim Reynolds

Associated Press 

NO. 20 LOUISVILLE 28, FIU 21

Louisville  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 7 7 7 — 28
FIU . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 7 0 7 — 21

First quarter: Lou—Heuser 3 pass from Bridge-
water (Wallace kick), 7:49. FIU—Mallary 3 run 
(Griffin kick), 2:14. Second quarter: FIU—Medlock 
1 run (Griffin kick), 7:08. Lou—A.Smith 1 pass from 
Bridgewater (Wallace kick), :26. Third quarter: 
Lou—Wright 6 run (Wallace kick), 12:31. Fourth 
quarter: Lou—Bridgewater 1 run (Wallace kick), 
14:54. FIU—Younger 4 pass from Hilliard (Griffin 
kick), 4:53.

A—12,318.
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Louisville, Perry 11-74, Wright 14-43, 
Bridgewater 4-16, Team 2-(minus 4). FIU, Harden 
20-102, Mallary 5-12, S.Coleman 3-9, Hammonds 
1-6, Medlock 2-5, Team 1-(minus 1), Hilliard 2-(mi-
nus 5).

PASSING—Louisville, Bridgewater 19-36-2-194. 
FIU, Medlock 10-16-0-116, Hilliard 9-10-0-82.

RECEIVING—Louisville, A.Smith 5-50, Parker 
3-47, S.Radcliff 3-29, Copeland 3-21, Wright 2-25, 
Heuser 2-11, Perry 1-11. FIU, Times 7-58, Younger 
5-73, Griner 4-54, Jean-Louis 2-13, Wright 1-0.

NEXT GAME
Louisville at Southern Mississippi
When: 8 p.m. Saturday

Louisville receiver Kai Dominguez eluded Florida International 
safety Johnathan Cyprien during the first half.
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I challenged the guys with is 
‘hey, we’ve got to back up a 
really physical game with an-
other physical game against 
probably the most physical 
team in our league. So we’ve 
got to come out and be physi-
cal tonight.’

“And we did. We played 
Colonel football. We ran the 
ball. We stopped the run. We 
won the turnover battle. And 
we played good on special 
teams.“

EKU piled up 558 yards of 
offense, outgaining the Game-
cocks 327-112 on the ground.

By winning their OVC 
opener, the Colonels improved 
to 3-1 for the first time since 
2009. The win was their third 
straight over the Gamecocks.

Denham, a 5-foot-10, 
185-pound fifth-year senior, 
had Eastern’s first two TDs. 
The win made a statement 
to the rest of the OVC, he 
said, coming against the team 
picked second in the league.

“They’re a good team, 
probably one of the better 
teams in our conference. Over 
the years it’s been a rivalry,” 
Denham said. “So Coach got 
us fired up. We had to come 
out and put them down early; 
put a nail in the coffin.”

The Colonels scored on 
five of seven possessions en 
route to a 34-8 halftime lead.

Pryor went 12-for-17 
for 218 yards, hitting four 
 receivers for touchdowns 

— Denham on a 28-yarder, 
 Tyrone Goard for 38 yards, 
Cameron Bailey for 18 and 
Jeremy James for 3. Pryor 
completed one of three sec-
ond-half passes for another 13 
yards.

“It was great,” Pryor said 
of the big half. “Having the 
time back there to get the ball 
in the play-makers’ hands, get 
it to different people, it keeps 
everybody humble.”

Denham ran 18 times in 
the half for 131 yards, eclips-
ing the century mark for the 
11th time in 12 games.

“The offensive line. That’s 
the key to everything,” he 
said. “Offensive line domi-
nates the (defensive) line, you 
can do anything.”

Down 14-0 after a quarter, 
Jacksonville (1-2, 0-1) got an 
8-yard TD toss from Coty 

Blanchard to Denzel Cheeks, 
followed by Jerry Slota’s two-
point conversion run, early in 
the second quarter.

EKU came back with Pry-
or’s TD pass to Goard.

Ceniza’s fumble recovery 
set up Bailey’s tally.

After a Gamecocks punt, 
the Colonels scored with nine 
seconds left in the half, a pass 
in the flat to James. The score 
came four plays after holder 
Jordan Berry ran 7 yards to 
the 18 on a fourth-and-6 fake 
field-goal attempt.

Luke Pray’s 21-yard field 
goal to open the second-half 
scoring made it 37-8.

The Gamecocks got a 23-
yard touchdown pass from 
Marques Ivory to Gavin Ellis 
but, on the next play from 
scrimmage, Denham slashed 
off left tackle for a career-long 
73-yard touchdown scamper.

Ceniza’s 84-yard intercep-
tion return came on the first 
play of the fourth quarter.

“Honestly, I tried to bait 
him a little bit,” Ceniza said. 
“I was just looking: ‘Is he 
 really going to throw this 
ball?’ And he did. So I just 
made a play on it and tried to 
take it back.”

Jacksonville reached the 
EKU 2-yard line before Justin 
Bell got the Colonels’ third in-
terception of the game.

DaMarcus James scored 
for the Gamecoccks on a 
3-yard run with 7:43 left.
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EKU EASTERN KY. 51, JACKSONVILLE ST. 21

Jacksonville St.  . . . . . . . . . . . 0 8 7 6–21
Eastern Ky.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 20 10 7—51

First quarter: EK—Matt Denham 28 pass from 
T.J. Pryor (Luke Pray kick), 9:01. EK—Denham 13 run 
(Pray kick), 2:15. Second quarter: JS—Denzel Cheeks 
8 pass from Coty Blanchard (Jerry Slota run), 11:37. 
EK—Tyronne Goard 38 pass from Pryor (kick blocked), 
9:53. EK—Cameron Bailey 18 pass from Pryor (Pray 
kick), 5:00. EK—Jeremy James 3 pass from Pryor 
(Pray kick), :09. Third quarter: EK—Pray 21 field goal, 
7:50. JS—Gavin Ellis 23 pass from Marques Ivory 
(Griffin Thomas kick), 4:23. EK—Denham 73 run (Pray 
kick), 4:03. Fourth quarter: EK—Cejay Ceniza 84 
interception return (Pray kick), 14:45. JS—DaMarcus 
James 3 run (pass failed), 7:43.

Records: Eastern Ky. 3-1, Jacksonville St. 1-2.
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Jacksonville St., James 10-65, Ealey 
12-47, Brown 2-8, Pope 2-3, TEAM 1-0, Ivory 1-(minus 
1), Blanchard 4-(minus 10). Eastern Ky., Denham 24-
218, Sands 14-46, Foster 7-33, McClain 3-29, Berry 1-7, 
TEAM 3-(minus 6).

PASSING—Jacksonville St., Ivory 14-26-2-181, 
Blanchard 3-6-1-73. Eastern Ky., Pryor 13-20-0-231.

RECEIVING—Jacksonville St., T. Smith 3-64, L. 
Smith 3-45, Ellis 2-41, Bonner 2-36, Cheeks 2-20, 
Cooper 2-18, Ealey 2-7, James 1-23. Eastern Ky., 
Goard 5-91, Bailey 5-49, Ariguzo 1-60, Denham 
1-28, James 1-3.

Matt Denham broke loose from Jacksonville State’s Leon Jones to score EKU’s first touchdown. 
Denham rushed for 218 yards and scored on this 28-yard touchdown reception. 

TIM WEBB


