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CNN reports on 
journal of slain 

ambassador
Los Angeles: CNN reported 

on the personal journal of slain 
American ambassador Christo-
pher Stevens over objections from 
his family, a State Department 
spokesman said Saturday.

The news channel, in a story 
posted online Saturday, said it 
found a journal belonging to 
Stevens four days after he died 
in a Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. 
Consulate in Benghazi, Libya. 

CNN broke a pledge to the 
late ambassador’s family that it 
wouldn’t report on the diary, said 
State Department spokesman 
Philippe Reines, a senior adviser 
to U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. In a blistering 
statement, Reines called CNN’s 
actions “indefensible.”

The channel said in the story 
online that it took “newsworthy tips” 
from Stevens’ diary and confirmed 
them with other sources. CNN said 
the ambassador was concerned 
about security threats in Benghazi 
and a “rise in Islamic extremism.”

In a statement Saturday, CNN 
defended its use of the journal’s 
contents and asked “why is the 
State Department now attacking 
the messenger.”

“CNN did not initially report on 
the existence of a journal out of 
respect for the family, but we felt 
there were issues raised in the jour-
nal which required full reporting, 
which we did,” the channel said.

Stevens’ family was informed 
within hours about the discovery 
of the journal. It was returned to 
them via a third party, according 
to CNN’s online story.

“Given the truth of how this 
was handled, CNN patting them-
selves on the back is disgusting,” 
Reines said in his statement. 
“Whose first instinct is to remove 
from a crime scene the diary of a 
man killed along with three other 
Americans serving our country, 
read it, transcribe it, email it 
around your newsroom for others 
to read” and then call the family?

Patient reporting 
project in works 
Washington: President Barack 

Obama’s administration wants 
consumers to report medical mis-
takes and unsafe practices by doc-
tors, hospitals and pharmacists. 

Federal officials say medical 
mistakes often go unreported, and 
patients have potentially useful 
information that could expose 
reasons for drug mix-ups, surgery 
on the wrong body part, radiation 
overdoses and other problems 
that cause injuries, infections and 
thousands of deaths each year. 

Under the administration’s 
project, questionnaires would be 
available in hospitals and doctors’ 
offices. If the White House clears 
the pilot project, health officials 
hope to start collecting information 
in May. Reporting is voluntary, and 
federal officials said they would 
keep the information confidential.
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Synchronized toilet 
flushing urged

Harare, Zimbabwe: City author-
ities in Zimbabwe’s second largest 
city said Saturday they were 
appealing to home owners to flush 
their toilets at a specified time as 
a way to unblock sewers after days 
of severe water rationing.

Bulawayo City Council has 
asked its more than 1 million 
residents to flush their toilets 
simultaneously at 7:30 p.m., when 
water supplies are restored. City of-
ficials say “synchronized flushing” 
is needed to clear waste that would 
have accumulated in sanitary facili-
ties which will have been affected 
by days of water outages.

Bulawayo’s two main sup-
ply dams have been drying up 
because of drought conditions 
prevailing in the arid, southwest-
ern part of Zimbabwe, raising 
fears of worsening water shortages 
before the rainy season starts in 
November.

Synchronized flushing was 
first introduced to Bulawayo two 
decades ago at the height of a 
drought that ravaged the southern 
African nation.
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Treasure hunt.
Berea’s 50th Annual Juried Kentucky Guild of Artists & Craftsmen Fall Fair
October 13th & 14th

Just 45 minutes from Lexington off I-75

Kentucky agate gems to flaunt.
Hardwood carved furniture to perch on.
Shop authentic, handmade, one-of-a-kind pieces as you
stroll through the fair to the sounds of local country,
bluegrass, gospel and blues.

Two days only at Historic Indian Fort Theater. Berea.com

Berea
where art’s alive


