
Ecstatic fans of the Uni-
versity of Louisville Cardi-
nals kept the faith through
the basketball team’s darkest
moments and then erupted
into bedlam at the Cardinal

Hall of Fame
Cafe as they
watched the
squad pull out a
last-minute 72-
68 victory
over the Uni-
versity of
Florida on Sat-
urday.

Tara Britt
of Okolona
and a dozen
family mem-
bers and
friends were
cheering,
screaming,
clapping and
jumping up
and down
around a long
table of food

in front of a big-screen TV in
the back of the restaurant on
Crittenden Drive.

“They heard us, yeah!”
Britt said of the Cards, who
were in Phoenix. “I’m so hap-
py for my Cards!”

Britt said she was going to
start celebrating right on
Crittenden instead of waiting
to get to Broadway, which
started to draw honking cars

FAN-TASTIC
After cheers
and groans,
a joyful finale
By Martha Elson
melson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CARDS, Page B5

Deanna Payton, in black
T-shirt, follows the University
of Louisville Cardinals
through the good and the
bad before exulting in their
72-68 triumph. PHOTOS BY MATT

STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

ON THE
WEB
To see more
photos and
video, go
to courier-
journal.com

INSIDE
Fans cele-
brate near
campus, on
West Broad-
way. B5

Four years ago, Louisville businessman
Ted Jackson tried to cover the nation’s car
bumpers with “Nobama” stickers, many of
which he gave away.

This year, with the presidential election
right around the corner and Republican
presidential candidates taking whacks at
one another while leaving President Barack
Obama running in the clear, Jackson is try-
ing to drown the country in “Nobama Water.”

Jackson’s company, the Spalding Group,

has started a DefeatObamaStore.com web-
site, where it sells more traditional political
gear like campaign buttons, yard signs and
T-shirts but where it’s also pushing its latest
product.

Nobama Water is a typical bottle of spring
water except for the label, which urges
drinkers, “Don’t Drink the ‘Cool’ Aid.” The
online store offers a single bottle for $1.85, a
4-pack for $6.95 or a 24-bottle case for $29.95.

The Obama campaign did not respond to
requests for comment.

“We actually did a Bush water in 2000 and
it was really popular,” Jackson said. “We
think this can do even better.”

Jackson’s company, which caters solely to
Republican candidates and conservative or-

‘Nobama Water’
springing forth

See NOBAMA, Page B5

The Nobama
bottled water
label says
"Don't Drink
the 'Cool'
Aid."

Vehicles of people with outstanding parking
tickets are increasingly going to be given the “boot”
under a major change in the Louisville parking ordi-
nance.

The city has been using parking boots — wheel-
locking devices that immobilize vehicles — since
2008. Until now, though, vehicles could be booted
only if they were found parked illegally.

After paying all their fines, owners must pay $50
to have a boot removed.

Mayor Greg Fischer’s office said that the Parking
Authority of River City, the municipal parking agen-
cy, will begin placing boots on vehicles that have
three or more unpaid parking tickets — even if the
car is parked legally — beginning May 7.

That allows people time to pay tickets to avoid the
boot, Fischer spokesman Chris Poynter said.

The change in policy was approved recently by
the Metro Council as an amendment to the parking
ordinance. Fischer signed the measure last week.

Parking
scofflaws
will get
the ‘boot’
Louisville to expand use of
wheel lock to collect on tickets
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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HOW TO CHECK
People who suspect they have unpaid parking
citations can visit PARC’s website, www.louis-
villeky.gov/parc, and click “Search for Citation.”
Payments can be made online at www.louisvilleky
.gov/parc or by calling 569-6222.

See BOOT, Page B5

Connor DeLuca hit all the baby milestones —
crawled, stood, walked.

And then he stopped walking. At 2, Connor was di-
agnosed with spinal muscular atrophy, and now — at
5 — gets around in a wheelchair.

“It kind of just changes how you view the world,”
said Kristen DeLuca, his mother. “You have all these
plans for your child.”

The DeLucas found help for Connor’s life-altering
diagnosis through the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion of Greater Kentucky — they go to a local MDA
clinic and have gotten assistance getting equipment.

The family returned the favor Saturday by partic-
ipating in the Muscle Walk, a low-key party at E.P.
“Tom” Sawyer State Park benefiting the regional
MDA organization.

MDA of Greater Kentucky raised about $50,000
from the Muscle Walk and the money was designated
for research, said Ainsley Harris, the executive di-
rector. The walk raised about $46,000 in 2010, the pre-
vious time it was held.

Walk raises
spirits and
$50,000 to
fight disease
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See WALK, Page B5

Sometimes in the crush of daily newspaper report-
ing, rushing from story to story, it’s easy to lose
track of the details. Names and situations run to-
gether. ... But on the morning of March 23, 2005, I
remember where I was and how I heard that a
Louisville Metro Police officer had been shot and
killed.

MORE
ONLINE

BLOG BYTES
MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter Jessie Halladay
at the Louisville SafetyNet blog,
www.courier-journal.com/safetynet

Louisville company looks
to tap into GOP’s distaste
By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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Breaking news on your cell
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