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Frankfort
Watchline
BY TOM DUNCAN

Frankfort - Little really major
legislation will go on the books from the
1 970 Kentucky General Assembly.

But some important things did go on
the record.

The Legislature did establish that it

can exercise a measure of independence
without needlessly battling the
governor.

The lawmakers proved they can
make the committee system work --

even if the screening of bills at times
smelled of under the table influence.

And the caliber of freshmen
legislator showed that the
much-maligne- d Assembly still can
attract some able young talent, even if
never enough.

But the fact is that, despite many
fine individuals the 1 970 session didn't
get a lot done.

It did muddle through to some steps
to clear up the Sunday closing law
confusion. It improved the approach to
miners' black-lun- g problems, and it
centralized tuberculosis programs.

It authorized a major effort in
low-co- st housing and a vote on a

bond issue for
facilities mainly for mental health,
corrections and vocational training.

But it hardly dipped a toe into the
chilling water of bottomless money
demands of state colleges and
universities - and their apparent
unwillingness to work together
unselfishly.

And, probably reflecting
Kentuckians' mass resistance to tax
raises, the lawmakers beat back all but
one effort to ease local property tax
restrictions. They did vote to let schools
and local governmental units benefit
from increasing values of property.

But other inequities of the "rollback
law" were untouched.

Much of the blame rests squarely on
the backs of school people themselves.

They bickered, demanded
unrealistically, lobbied ineffectively,
antagonized and even abused
legislators, and finally just plain struck
out.

Their epitaph came near midnight of
the final day in a last-gas- p effort to

As Simon Eyes It

On Varied
Family Has

BY MARJORIE SIMON
My friend Paula Punctual just got

married. She hooked up with Joe
Oddliours and from the first day of
their marriage there's been trouble.

Joe's one of those guys who couldn't
care less what time a rooster gets up in
the morning and cocklc-doodle-doo- s.

Joe says he's got his own time clock
inside him which tells him what time to
get up and what time to go to bed and
it's not the same as any rooster's.

Sometimes Joe works until three or
four in the morning, puttering around
his basement or reading or fixing an
appliance.

"Why should I go to sleep when I'm
not sleepy?" he asks.
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revive the teachers' professional
negotiations bill. One senator's vote
summed it up;"No-SIR- !"

The bill bringing the University of
Louisville fully into the state system
marked one of few Democratic victories
over Governor Louie Nunn. A provision
for a study of the University of
Louisville role was rewritten to meet his
main objections, but he still didn't like
it. On the other hand, he won the
interest-rat- e fight with a clear-cu- t

knockout.

The legislators now are like the man
downstairs waiting for the other shoe to
drop - listening for a word of a veto.

Governor Nunn jokingly told one
top Democrat the decisions would be
easier than last session when he killed
74 bills:

"Last time I vetoed by subject
matter, this time I'm vetoing by
sponsor."

Campaigning always starts before
the session ends. But all hands are
asking: Will Judge Bert Combs run for
governor again?

The answer to that politically
intriguing question, strange as it sounds,
may well be that he doesn't know yet
himself.

Reports from those "close to
Combs" fly in all directions.

Combs certainly isn't foreclosing the
possibility he'll run.

But just as certainly, he's considering
whether the next governor - with the
money and other problems to face --

can hope to make a real mark in history,
"leaving tracks" he calls it.

Following his tracks is one thing,
guessing which way he'll turn is

something else.

With the close of the legislative
session, Peter Conn will resume his
column Prose and Conns in this space
next week.

Timeclocks,
Problems

Alas. His wife, who shuts her eyes
promptly after the 11 o'clock news
each night and rises immediately when
the alarm clock rings at 6:30, doesn't
understand. Joe and she should be on
the same time schedule, she thinks.

"Any decent person knows that 1 1

o'clock is bedtime," she growls. "And
as Ben Franklin says, 'Early to bed and
early to rise makes a man healthy,
wealthy and wise.' "

Joe says, "That's ridiculous. I keep
crazy hours and it doesn't affect my
health at all. I'm never sick. And you,
with your rigid schedule, catch every
cold that comes along. And as far as

being wealthy and wise, why, some of
the most brilliant and successful people
I know only get four hours of sleep a

night. And I'll bet Ben Franklin never
followed that advice."

But no matter how Joe pleads his
cause, it makes no difference to Paula.

'The family that rises together stays
together" is her motto.

Joe is awfully sleepy when Paula
wakes him up in the morning at 6:30,
and Paula nods drowsily when they stay

a

at parties past her bedtime.
Joe can cavort and rock to rock

music until dawn. Paula zips through
housework in the morning while Joe
can hardly drag his feet.

The newlyweds finally settled their
differences when they found a job that
just suited each of their time schedules.

They're caretakers at a place which
needed help on double shifts. Joe works
all night long, and Paula through the
day. Both get time off at three in the
afternoon when they're wide awake.

EDITORIALS

Same Game Slightly Improved:
1970 General A ssemb Ends

The 1970 session of the
General Assembly is over. The
legislators have left the Capitol
and the offices and chambers that
were last week filled with frenzy
and are now vacant and quiet.

The impact of this recent
edition of biennial lawmaking
spree will be measured for years to
come, but a few conclusions can
be drawn right away. Perhaps the
most unfortunate conclusion is
that the 1970 session of the
General Assembly will probably
be remembered not for what it did
but what it failed to do.

Kentucky's tax structure,
outworn and outmoded, was not
restructured to meet the needs of
the 1970's. True, the legislature
ordered a comprehensive tax
study, but the results will not
make meaningful action possible
for another two years. The
General Assembly refused to levy
a severance tax on coal despite the
proven value of such a move.
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Calendar

THURSDAY, MARCH 26

American Cancer Socity crusade
kick-of- f breakfast, Brown

MONDAY. MARCH 30
Genevans, a capella choir, Ilighview

Church of Christ, 7701 Fegenbush
Lane, 8 p.m.

News Focus

BY CHARLES BARTLETT
- The White House is

changing, as Mrs. Alice Roosevelt
Longworth discovered recently when
she paused at the gate on Pennsylvania
Avenue to leave a book for President
Nixon.

It seemed a very normal gesture for
the lady in the vintage limousine who is,
at 86, Washington's sprightliest link
with the gracious past. But her familiar
dealings at the white House took a new
turn that day. The guard said bluntly
she would have to take the book around
to the White House mail room.
not convey it for her.

Depersonalization
Mrs. Longworth had run smack into

a discomforting depersonalization that
is taking place at the White House, the
cold institutionalization of the center
of power. The whole place seems
suddenly to bristle with new walls, new
faces, and a new atmosphere
bearing little affinity to what was there
before. Something more profound than
a change of administrations has taken
place.

One guide to what is happening is
Mr. Nixon's new proposal to reorganize
the relationship between his two most
critical tools of leadership, his personal
staff and the Bureau of the Budget. The

Kentucky's extremely low tax on
cigarettes was not brought more
into line with other states.

In the important field of
conservation and protection from
air and water pollution, the
General Assembly did very little
of substance. Two additional
citizens were added to the Air
Pollution Control Commission
and House and Senate
forced adoption of strict quality

for ambient air.
Defeated were measures to
provide a conservation
commission and to preserve
certain "Wild Rivers" in
Kentucky for future generations.

In the of legislative and
governmental ethics the General
Assembly made a few small
strides. Rules were adopted
prohibiting domination of
standing committees by people
who could profit from the
committee work. Observers have
noted that an increasing number
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1

"His Land," new film of modern
Israel. Green Acres Baptist Church,
5 1 89 Poplar Level Road, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 2

"Fashions Fantasia" at St. Bernard's
Church school cafeteria, 7501 Tangelo
Drive, 8 p.m.

changes were proposed by the Ash
Council, a useful device composed of
personal friends prepared to indorse the
kind of alterations that Mr. Nixon had
in mind.

Their proposal has been erroneously
interpreted as a move by the President's
chief domestic assistant, John
Ehrlichman, to gather power unto
himself at the expense of the Budget
Director, Robert Mayo. This is really
not what the move is all about because
Mayo, like Ehrlichman, is the
President's man and although he is

touch and direct , he could never contest
with Ehrlichman for the President's ear.
The latter enjoys all the advantages of
proximity and association plus an
excellent record of performance.

'Objective Ones'
But this is a move by the President's

personal staff against the staff at the
Budget Bureau, the aristocrats of the
bureaucracy who perenially pit their
expertise against the departments and
agencies. They are known as "the
objective ones" and every White House
staff of the past has been geared to
make maximum use of their
professionalism. Their failing, in the
view of the Nixon White House, is that
they are too committed to objectivity

of legislators declined to vote on
measures in which they have a

conflict of interest. But, in the big
test, the Senate flunked when
they killed by a heavy margin a
bill which would have required
legislators and other public
officials to disclose their source of
income. The measure had passed
the House 87 to 2.

Representative Robert Hughes
of Okolona did his constituents
and the r of Kentucky no favor
when he made the committee
motion that killed a bill providing
for generic prescribing by doctors.
This bill, opposed by drug and
medical lobbyists, would have
allowed the general public to save
considerable amounts of money
on prescription medicine with no
sacrifice of quality.

Legislation aiding Jefferson
County which passed includes a
bill bringing the University of
Louisville into the state system of
higher education, a bill permitting
development of a Fourth Street
mall and approval of a

Youth Recognition Week
Worthy April Project

April 1970 will bring to
Reporterland something of value.
April 11 through 17 has been
designated in Louisville and
Jefferson County as Youth
Recognition Week.

For one week of the year, at
least, recognition will be awarded
the community's teenagers who
deserve praise. There are many
who are hidden somewhere in the
background, studying or working
quietly on worthy endeavors, but
remain unseen because the louder,
more boisterous ones make the
headlines. Certainly, all the
aggressive ones who do make the
news shouldn't be criticized --

often they're the leaders who get
things done in their schools and
communities. Sometimes, sadly,
they're the few who get in trouble
with the law or vandalize their
community.

But for every three kids who
does something wrong, there are
at least 300 more in his own
school who are volunteering their
time to projects for other people's
benefit. Kids are doing good
things all the time. The great
majority of them are.

"We want to do something to
help somebody else" is a sentence
parents and teachers and youth
club leaders, people who come in
contact with this earnest and
altruistic group hear constantly.

and too little committed to Richard
Nixon.

This is an old concern. When Henry
Kissinger took over the National

Council, he was under
instruction from the President to clean
everyone out, even career types who
had labored in the Eisenhower White
House. The new faces were all to be men
who could be counted on to consider
problems from the President's
viewpoint.

Tight Inner Circle
Time in office has not dimmed Mr.

Nixon's taut preference for those who
came to power under his banner. The
1972 election is such an obvious
preoccupation that he appears to grow
more and more reliant on those who can
be counted on to maximize the political
assets of incumbency. There has rarely
been a tighter inner circle and the real
aim of the reorganization proposal is to
expand the inner circle's reach.

It is not clear how this will go down
with Congress, which has the power to
reject the change. The notion of a
coordinating mechanism for domestic
affairs gains lustre from Kissinger's
success with the coordination of foreign
affairs. But the enlargement of a White
House staff already swollen in numbers
may raise the specter of confusion at

White House. Changes

county-wid- e improvement
district plan. An act permitting
the establishment of new
community districts also passed
providing an assist to urban
planners.

It is true that the 1970 session
worked harder, paid more
attention to business and strived
for quality more so than previous
legislatures. Much of the credit
goes to House leaders Julian
Carroll, Norbert Blume and Terry
McBrayer. More so than their
counterparts in the Senate, these
men provided positive and
industrious leadership not only
for the House but for the entire
Assembly.

Had Lieutenant Governor
Wendell Ford demonstrated the
same strong leadership in the
Senate that was in evidence in the
House, the 1970 session of the
General Assembly might have
been truly a great one. As it is, it
was a slightly improved version of
the same old game played almost
the same old way.

Is

Security

And they're finding ways of doing
it.

Idealistic youths have always
been eager to set the world right
while the more disillusioned older
generation cynically sat back and
guffawed at their greenness. But
this generation of youths are more
disillusioned with the status quo
themselves than they are idealistic '

and they're finding that the
answer lies not in dreaming but in
doing ... in becoming involved.
If involvement is the watchWpdj
of today's youth, it's apparent as"
much in Reporterland as in other '

parts of the country.
From providing free

babysitting for hectic Christmas
shoppers to typing forms for the
kidney foundation to working
toward mutual human
understanding through the
dramatic media, young people are
giving the only thing they have to
give - themselves.

That they are overlooked most
of the time or swept unfairly into
generalizations about rowdy
youth is unfortunate. That
someone is interested enough to
set aside at least a week wherein
people will be reminded by radio,
television, newspapers and public
officials to stop and take a look
around at these teenagers and
what they're really up to is at least
a step in the right direction.
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CHARLES BARTLETT

the heart of government, particularly if
the process of leadership is to be further
politicized.

'Wilderness Comrade'
Some 90 years ago John Hay,

declining to return to the White House
as President-elec- t Garfield's private
secretary, said, "If I took it, I would
exercise an influence and authority
entirely out of proportion to the place
and could not fail, at no distant day, to
become an object of jealousy and
resentment to the members of the
Cabinet."

Mr. Garfield was asking Hay to be his
"comrade in the wilderness." Mr. Nixon
has lots of comrades and is seeking
more. But a price greater than Mrs.
Longworth'i inconvenience may be
exacted for the institutionalization of
what was once a highly personal seat of
power.


