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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Ben Mattson, 24, Adams, Tenn.
Though Ben Mattson lives

in Adams, Tenn., he said he
enjoys spending time in Hop-
kinsville and even bought his
truck, a brown Dodge Ram
1500 HEMI there.

"I always wanted a Dodge
Ram since I was little," he said.
"The guy who ran one of the
family farms had one and I al-
ways thought it was cool.”

Mattson said he bought the
truck in Hopkinsville because

it was local
and the
people were
friendly.

When
Dots Family
Restaurant
was still
open, Matt-
son said he enjoyed eating
there when he could.

"It was a hometown feel
and had amazing sweet tea,"

Mattson said. "I was extremely
bummed it closed. It was one
of my favorite small-town
places."

Now Mattson said he eats at
Sonic when coming to town
to watch the Hopkinsville
Headhunters rugby team
play.

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.

Meth crackdown
Pseudoephedrine bill 
passes Senate committee.
Local/State A6
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A new voice in
the New Era

A new local columnist is
writing for the
Kentucky New
Era’s Opinion
Page. 

W i l l e e
Cooper, presi-
dent of  the
Kentucky Fed-
eration of  Re-
p u b l i c a n
Women and a
former teacher, writes today
about a personal connection to
the debate about abortion. 

Cooper’s column will run on
the first and third Friday of
each month.

Cooper

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

The amount and color of light changed as I walked through Mammoth Cave. It helped amplify the already impressive views within the cave. 

A Mammoth bowl of spaghetti
A wave of cool
air hit us as we

began to de-
scend into a

mouth of Mam-
moth Cave, the

longest cave
system in the

world.

MONICA K. SMITH |

KENTUCKY NEW ERA

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the last installment of Dave
Boucher’s Kentucky Bucket List column. Dave has accepted
a job as an education reporter in Charleston, W. Va., and
while we’re sad to see him go, we wish him the best of luck
in all his future journeys.

E
verybody
wants a
chance at re-

demption.
For Great

Britain in the
early 1800s, they
found a way to
take their shot —
not at, but from
— their former
colonies. Ameri-
cans received the bulk of  their
gunpowder at the time from in-
expensive imports. With the
world’s most impressive ar-
mada, England set up a blockade

along the United
States’ eastern
seaboard, reliev-
ing America of
its ability to
fire a gun. 

This could
prove to be a
slight inconven-
ience when you’re
forced to fight for your inde-
pendence.

In a pinch, engineers turned to
the earth, specifically saltpeter.
The material was sifted from
dirt in a method similar to creat-
ing coffee, combined with other
ingredients and turned into
gunpowder.

In need of  a massive amount
of  the nitrous material, the U.S.

DAVE
BOUCHER n

SEE MAMMOTH, PAGE A3

Medicaid

lag hurts

agencies
Health depts. face cuts
if cash doesn’t come soon

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Three private companies that took over man-
agement of  Kentucky’s Medicaid system in No-
vember have become a clogged channel
between payments from the state and the hos-
pitals and doctors who need the money.

Jennie Stuart Medical Center, the Christian
and Todd County health departments and Pen-
nyroyal Mental Health Center are awaiting
months’ worth of  back payments, causing
major budget shortfalls.

The Christian County Health Department,
which relies on Medicaid for about a quarter
of  its annual revenue, has cut 12 staff  members
since July, said Mark Pyle, the department’s di-
rector. The reimbursement lag is one of  several
reasons, Pyle said.

Pennyroyal Mental Health Center has ex-
tended its line of  credit. The Todd County
Health Department has required extra money
from the county’s general fund.

State Auditor Adam Edelen announced
Wednesday he was shifting resources in his de-
partment to create a unit that will monitor the
Medicaid system. Edelen promised an “expan-
sive review” of  the system later this year and
recommended 10 steps toward improvement.

Medicaid payments began to trickle into
local agencies in January. Still, as the agencies’
reserves are depleting, and some face the
prospect of  more cuts if  the situation doesn’t
change soon.

SEE MEDICAID, PAGE A5

Proposal aims to protect teachers from unpaid OT
BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A bill amendment recently in-
troduced in the House Educa-
tion Committee would mandate
additional pay to teachers who
surpass a set workload, pro-
vided the school’s school site-
based council has not set such a
policy. 

According to the amendment,
teachers would only be required
to work 15 minutes before and
after the beginning and end of
the school day. In addition,
teachers would be paid to attend
meetings, additional supervi-
sions and extracurricular du-
ties that add up to more than
one hour a week. Further, pre-

school and elementary teachers
should have at least 250 minutes
of  weekly planning time. Mid-
dle and secondary school teach-
ers will have at least one period
daily for planning time. 

Any teacher working more
than the set guidelines would be
compensated at their prorated
wage, according to the bill.

Currently, the law requires
school site-based councils to set
the time policies for teachers. If
passed, the amendment would
not be required law for teach-
ers, but instead, would serve as
a default policy for situations
where a site-based council does
not define teachers’ work
hours, said Rep. John Tilley, D-
Hopkinsville. Tilley is one of

the bill’s sponsors.
Ryan Amerson, a Hop-

kinsville High School social
studies teacher, said he typi-
cally uses some of  his personal
time each day for work. Amer-
son said the bill would help pro-
tect teachers against excessive
overtime hours, but that he
hadn’t seen such requirements
in Christian County. 

District teachers are compen-
sated well for putting in many
hours and working extracurric-
ular activities, Amerson said.

Right now, the HHS site-based
council has a set policy similar
to the one introduced in the
amendment. 

Kendra Terrell, a North Drive
Middle School social studies

teacher, said most teachers
don’t get into extracurricular
activities for money, but be-
cause it is something they want
to do.

Both Terrell and Amerson
said they had not been required
to work a lot of  overtime hours
and the extracurricular activi-
ties they volunteered for were
typically once-a-week commit-
ments.

The bill has been introduced
previously, but was never
passed, Tilley said. If  the
amendment passes the House,
it will go the Senate for ap-
proval.

REACH BENJAMIN JOUBERT at 270-887-3240 
or bjoubert@kentuckynewera.com.

3 local Special
Olympics teams head

to state competition 
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Semifinal bound

SPORTS B1

Tigers rout Caldwell


