
By John McCauley
USDA Farm Service
Agency Kentucky Exec-
utive Director 

One hundred and
fifty years ago, in the
midst of a great Civil
War, it was a Kentuck-
ian, President Abra-
ham Lincoln, born in a
log cabin at Sinking
Springs Farm in pres-
ent day LaRue County,
that signed legislation
to establish a Depart-
ment of Agriculture in
order to “acquire and
to diffuse among the
people of the United
States useful informa-
tion on subjects con-
nected with agriculture
… and to procure,
propagate, and distrib-
ute among the people
new and valuable
seeds and plants.

Armed with broad
mandates, the “Peo-
ple’s Department,” as
he called it, set about
to serve American
farmers and a mostly
rural American land-
scape. At that time, al-
most half of all
Americans lived on
farms, compared with
about 2 percent today.
The population in 1862
was then about 31.4
million and today, that
number has increased

tenfold to almost 313
million people.  

Over the last 150
years, through the de-
partment’s work on
food science, agricul-
tural research, nutri-
tion assistance,
bio-fuel production,
economic and commu-
nity development, nat-
ural resource
conservation, interna-
tional trade, credit,
and a host of other is-
sues, the USDA still
fulfills Abraham Lin-
coln’s original vision –
touching the lives of
every American, every
day in almost every
way. 

By any measure, it’s
been a very successful
150 years for USDA.
Americans benefit
from safe, abundant,
and reasonably priced
food. 

We produce 85 per-
cent of what we con-
sume and therefore
enjoy food security.
Our food, fuel, and
fiber industries provide
employment for more
than 20 million Ameri-
cans.  

Agricultural exports
continue to post signif-
icant trade surpluses,
which, in turn, have
generated almost 1
million jobs alone.

As we look to the

decades ahead, USDA
must continue to con-
tribute to the strength
and health of the na-
tion by becoming a
more modern and ef-
fective service
provider. We must
tighten our belt, just
as many Americans
are doing with their
household budgets.   

In the past few
decades, American
agriculture has become
one of the most produc-
tive sectors of our econ-
omy, thanks to
farmers, ranchers and
growers adopting tech-
nology, reducing their
debt, and effectively
managing risk. 
USDA is adopting
these same lessons in
its Blueprint for
Stronger Service, an-
nounced by Secretary
Vilsack earlier this
year.  

The Blueprint for
Stronger Service aims
to build a modern and
efficient service organi-
zation that is closely
aligned with technolog-
ical innovations - and
better suited to re-
spond to 21st century
agricultural chal-
lenges.

The challenges
ahead are many, both
for USDA and Ameri-
can agriculture, but by
focusing on a strong
safety net for farmers
and ranchers, support-
ing policies that en-
courage sustainable
productivity, and by
promoting vibrant
markets that help feed
consumers at home
and abroad, the “Peo-
ple’s Department” will
continue to help create
jobs, support working
families, strengthen
rural communities,
and build on the suc-
cess and productivity
of the America’s farm-
ers and ranchers.

The opinions ex-
pressed in this com-
mentary are solely
those of John W. 
McCauley.
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The Morehead News
welcomes your letters
on topics that affect
our readers.

Here are some
guidelines that will
help your letter get in
the newspaper more
quickly.

• Letters must not
exceed 300 words. 

• No more than one
letter per calendar
month will be pub-
lished from the same
author.

• Address the editor.
No “open letters” to
anyone, including pub-
lic officials. Even when
responding to someone

else’s letter, write to
the editor and not that
person.

• Letters must be
verified. All letters
should be signed with
the address and tele-
phone number in-
cluded so we can make
sure that you sent the
letter.

All letters will be
printed at the sole dis-
cretion of the editor.

We reserve the right
to edit all letters.

Send letters to:
The Morehead News
722 W. First Street

Morehead, KY 40351

Letters Policy

Your Elected 
Representatives

Judge-executive 
Jim Nickell
Rowan County Courthouse
600 West Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-5151

• • • • • • •
Morehead Mayor 
David Perkins
City Hall
105 East Main Street
Morehead KY 40351
606-784-8505

• • • • • • •
State Sen.
Walter Blevins Jr.
P.O. Box 604
West Liberty KY 41472
1-800-372-7181 (Office)
email: walter.blevins
@lrc.ky.gov

• • • • • • •
State Rep.
John Will Stacy
P.O. Box 135
West Liberty KY 41472
606-743-1516 (Home)
1-800-372-7181 (Frankfort)

• • • • • • •
State Rep. 
Rocky Adkins
P.O. Box 688
Sandy Hook KY 41171
606-738-4242 (Home)
1-502-564-8100 ext. 659
(Frankfort)
606-928-0407 (Ashland)

• • • • • • •
U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers

2406 Rayburn House Office 
Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-225-4601
606-679-8346 (Somerset)

• • • • • • •
Sen. Mitch McConnell

317 Russell Senate
Office Building
Washington, D.C 20510
202-224-2541

• • • • • • •
Sen. Rand Paul

5 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-4343

The Morehead News

SALUTES
If you would like to
nominate someone to
be featured in The
Morehead News
Salutes, please send
a brief description of
the individual, cou-
ple or group to:

“SALUTES”
The Morehead News
722 West First Street
Morehead, KY 40351

All nominations will
be considered; how-
ever, our Editorial
Board will be respon-
sible for making the
final decision. 

The Morehead News

SALUTES
Steve Kazee

We salute this young actor from Ashland who has parlayed his
Morehead State University degree in theatre into a Tony Award
nomination for his leading role in the Broadway musical “Once”.

Denise Watkins, one of his former profs at MSU, describes him as
“a special talent”. We couldn’t agree more.

It may seem strange for a newspaper
in a town with two colleges to take this
position but we believe the political
wrangling in Washington over student
loan interest rates is a bogus issue.

In case you aren’t tuned in to the lat-
est great debate, it concerns a projected
increase in the interest on new Stafford
student loans from 3.4 percent to 6.8 per-
cent.

This issue is perfect for election year
campaigning, as shown by the fact that
President Obama is leading the charge
to hold the rates at 3.4 percent for an-
other year.

First and foremost, what’s so bad
about 6.8 percent when the Federal Re-
serve’s benchmark interest rate is
roughly zero and home mortgages are
going for less than 4 percent?

Let’s face it. Student loan rates are
where they are because they’re high risk.

Students put up no collateral that a
lender could repossess if the borrower
defaults. No one, thank goodness, has
figured out how to repossess an educa-
tion.

The worst part of student borrowing is
that about 23 percent of those with sub-
sidized Stafford loans simply walk away
and stop making payments.

Private lenders charge higher rates be-
cause they take higher risks. It can be 12
percent or more.

And private loans don’t have the ad-
vantages of those from the government,
like the ability to postpone payments
until after graduation or accruing no in-
terest for as long as three years if you
can’t find a job.

Or the best one of all – lower payments
if your income goes down. Compared
with private sector loans, direct loans
from Uncle Sam are an incredible bar-
gain, even at 6.8 percent.

This cherished 3.4 percent rate applies
only to loans from the school year now
ending. Interest rates for previous years
are higher.

And if the rate does go up, the differ-
ence between the two interest rates on a
maximum loan of $5,550 is less than $10
a month.

Moreover, the 3.4 percent rate only ap-
plies to about one-third of student loans
– those where recipients have an income
limit. The remaining two-thirds would
maintain rates of 6.8 percent or higher.

Loan subsidies should be fair to stu-
dents and to taxpayers. This debate is
over a $6 billion, one-time fix that will
last only one year.

In our opinion, Congress should be
more concerned about the $1 trillion now
owed in student loans.

It is costing about half that much to
bail out Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
and they aren’t college students.

In Our Opinion

Freezing student loan rate 
is a bogus issue

Become our friend on
Facebook: facebook.com

/themorehead news

Readers of The Morehead News are invited to
submit suggestions for local news coverage, ideas
for editorials, and topics for personal columns by
the Publisher and others. E-mail your input to
kkappes@themoreheadnews.com or fax to 606-
784-7337. Mail material to: Keith Kappes, Pub-
lisher, The Morehead News, 722 W. First St.,
Morehead, KY 40351.

Your input is invited!

Local schools

MARVIN

MOORE

Superintendent

Rowan Schools
Week in Review

See ROWAN on C-5

Ryan Alderman’s
(RCSHS) athletic train-
ing duties took a back
seat on May 1 when he
became the proud Dad
of a baby girl at 12:18
a.m. Krystin Shae
weighed 6 lbs. 10 oz.
and was 19.5 in. long.

We ask you to remem-
ber several of our
Rowan County family
members this week.
Trina Keeton
(Clearfield kinder-
garten teacher) lost her
Papaw.  On Wednesday
morning our Rodburn
family was struck with
sadness when Don
Lewis’ wife suddenly
passed away. I know
these families would
appreciate all of your

USDA celebrates 150 years
Commentary


