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Motorcyclist who died
I-65 crash identified

The motorcyclist killed in a
crash that closed southbound In-
terstate 65 for several hours
Tuesday evening has been identi-
fied as 53-year-old James Savage,
Jefferson County Chief Deputy
Coroner Jo-Ann Farmer said
Wednesday.

Savage, of the 11000 block of
Autumn Forest Court in Okolona,
was hit first by a silver Toyota
pickup truck, then wedged
against a tractor-trailer truck on
the highway near the University
of Louisville campus.

Thrown from the bike, Savage
was then hit by one or other vehi-
cles, said Alicia Smiley, a Louis-
ville Metro Police Department
spokeswoman.

Farmer said Savage’s helmet
was strapped to the rear of his
motorcycle.

Next of kin sought
for Henry Wells, 76

The Jefferson County coro-
ner’s office is seeking the next of
kin for Henry Wells, 76, of the
1000 block of South Second
Street.

He was found dead Wednes-
day at his home.

Anyone with information can
call Deputy Coroner Gayle Nor-
ris, 574-6262.

Sign-ups being taken for
Ali Shuffle fundraiser

Legendary boxer Muhammad
Ali made famous the Ali Shuffle,
a quick foot maneuver he used to
baffle his opponents.

On April14 the Muhammad Ali
Institute at the University of
Louisville will have its own ver-
sion of the Ali Shuffle, a 10-kilo-
meter run/walk.

The route will pass Ali’s child-
hood home and other landmarks
in his life before it ends at the Mu-
hammad Ali Center, 144 N. Sixth
St.

Called the “Ali Shuffle: Con-
necting Communities One Step at
a Time,” the event is a fundraiser
for the university’s Ali Scholars,
who plan to go to West Africa and
Belize this summer to learn about
community work.

The $20 fee includes a T-shirt.
Participants can register online
or request a paper registration
form. The deadline is April 9. For
information, call 852-6372.

People who want to raise mon-
ey for a cause other than the Ali
Scholars also can get an applica-
tion for that. That deadline is Fri-
day.

Poets Morehead, Driskell
to read at Main Library

Kentucky Poet Laureate Mau-
reen Morehead and award-win-
ning poet Kathleen Driskell will
appear at the Main Library at 7
p.m. Wednesday.

The two local poets will read
some of their works and discuss
writing at the Louisville Free
Public Library’s Poetry Night.

Morehead and Driskell are
both on the faculty at Spalding
University. Morehead was ap-
pointed poet laureate by Gov.
Steve Beshear for 2011-12.

The program is free and open
to the public.

Slugger Museum,
students in hunger fight

The Louisville Slugger Mu-
seum & Factory is partnering
with the nonprofit Kids Against
Hunger and student volunteers
from Coleridge-Taylor Elemen-
tary School to package more than
7,000 meals for needy families.

The “pack-a-pallet” volunteer
effort served as the official
launch event of the new satellite
of Kids Against Hunger in Louis-
ville. The Louisville Slugger or-
ganization paid for the food.

Kids Against Hunger is a hu-
manitarian food-aid organiza-
tion, dedicated to feeding starv-
ing children throughout the
world and significantly reducing
the number of hungry children in
more than 60 countries.

Council on Education
Abroad to meet

The Kentucky Council on Edu-
cation Abroad will hold its spring
2012 meeting from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. March 15 at Bellarmine Uni-
versity.

The meeting will focus on as-
pects of education abroad for
Kentucky students. Participants
from about 30 Kentucky institu-
tions of higher education will at-
tend, according to Gabriele Bos-
ley, the director of International
Programs at Bellarmine.

BRIEFS

EXPOSITION CENTER
Traffic around the fairgrounds (In-

terstate 65, Watterson Expressway,
Phillips Lane, Crittenden Drive and
Preston Highway) is expected to be
congested from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday and 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday
because of these events and attractions:

Antique Automobile Club of America
Kentuckiana Region Swap Meet, 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday.

Kentucky Flea Market, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday.

ACTIVE ANKLE Bluegrass Pre-qualifier
Tournament (see website for schedule,
www.ovvc.com)

For information, visit www.kyex-
po.org.

INTERSTATES
Westbound Interstate 264: Right

lane closing possible between Bard-
stown and Newburg roads for sound
barrier construction from 9 p.m. to 6
a.m. weekdays and from 9 p.m. Fridays
through 6 a.m. Mondays. Work is
expected to be done by June 30.

Interstate 64: Closed intermittently
(up to 15 minutes at a time) from 6 to 9
a.m. Sunday in both directions at the
Ky. 1848 overpass in Shelby County for
utility work.

TRAFFIC CONDITIONS
Photos and information on current

traffic conditions are available at
www.courier-journal.com/traffic.

COPING WITH
THE COMMUTE

Just the right backdrop

Molly Roberson takes some self-portraits with her cellphone at Waterfront Park on Wednesday
during her lunch break from the Frazier Rehab Institute. JOHN ROTT/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

A man in his 30s survived a
gunshot to the chest shortly after
midnight Wednesday in the 200
block of Alpha Avenue in Bue-
chel, Louisville Metro Police
spokesman Dwight Mitchell
said.

The victim, who has not been
identified, was taken to Univer-
sity Hospital for treatment of a
the non-life-threatening injury.

He has declined to identify his
assailant to police, Mitchell add-
ed.

Anyone with information
about the incident is asked to call
the police anonymous tip line at
574-LMPD.

Buechel
gunshot
victim
survives
The Courier-Journal

The Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention has offered incentives
for employees to retire or
leave their jobs voluntarily as
the realities of revenue con-
tinue to press on the missions
and ministry organization of
the state’s largest religious
body.

Executive Director Paul
Chitwood informed employees
of the convention’s mission
board about the offers at a
Wednesday meeting at the con-
vention’s offices in Louisville.

Full-time workers who are
60 by the end of 2012 would be
eligible for full retirement
benefits, regardless of their
years of service, according to a
convention statement. They
would also receive a cash in-
centive based how long they
had worked for the conven-
tion.

Full-time employees
younger than 60 who accept
the early-departure offer
would receive 90 days of full
salary after leaving, plus spec-
ified benefits.

Workers, who were given
45 days to decide on the offers,
can stay on the job as late as
June 30 if they choose, accord-

ing to the convention.
Twenty-six of the conven-

tion mission board’s staff of 73
are eligible for the early-re-
tirement plan.

The convention is the state
affiliate of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention and is funded
by approximately 2,400
churches, which list about
750,000 members.

The convention’s work in-
cludes disaster relief, minis-
try training and support,
church development and evan-
gelism.

At the start of the current
fiscal year, the state conven-
tion cut five full-time and 19
part-time positions, mainly
through attrition, and imple-
mented a salary freeze for
those remaining.

That followed a decision at
the convention’s annual meet-
ing in 2010 to cut its own share
of Cooperative Program fund-
ing and send a larger share to
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, which uses it for North
American and international
mission boards, seminaries,
policy advocacy and other
causes.

And, more recently, the
convention announced mid-
year budget cuts when re-
ceipts began lagging behind
budget.

While this year’s budget
was set at $23.5 million, staff
are now working under a
“spendable” budget of
$21.8 million.

Chitwood attributed reve-
nue declines to the struggling
economy, resulting in sluggish
investment returns and de-
creased ability of churches to
contribute.

“These realities have creat-
ed significant challenges for
our KBC Mission Board staff-
ing and strategy,” he said in a
statement.

A longer-term trend has
also taken effect: churches
sending less of their undesig-
nated receipts over the past
decade toward the Coopera-
tive Program, a unified budget
for various Kentucky and
Southern Baptist causes.

Chitwood plans to unveil a
broader reorganization plan at
the May meeting of the con-
vention’s mission board.

The offers do not affect em-
ployees of the convention’s af-
filiated agencies, such as the
Western Recorder newspaper,
Kentucky Woman’s Mission-
ary Union or Kentucky Baptist
Foundation.

Reporter Peter Smith can be
reached at (502) 582-4469.

Ky. Baptist group makes
buyout offer to workers
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Colonels she selected “until the
budget is finalized” by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Grimes said the 1,127 names
on the list her office released in-
clude “the masons, for instance,
that were here the other day at
the Capitol; they are the Blue-
grass Community and Technical
College students that were in
my office the other day; they are
fourth-grade teachers at the civ-
ics health initiative that was
launched last week.”

She said she has not awarded
any for “political affiliation or
donation history. These are indi-
viduals who are doing great
things for the commonwealth,
for the nation and who I am
proud to recognize.”

The Courier-Journal checked
each of those names in the Ken-
tucky Registry of Election Fi-
nance’s online database of con-
tributors to her campaign.

The analysis was complicat-
ed by the fact that the list of
Grimes’ Colonels included sev-
eral common names and did not
include home addresses. How-
ever, the analysis showed about
675 of the names, or 60 percent,
matched names of contributors
to Grimes’ campaign. At least 40
other Colonels are spouses of
contributors, data show.

Lynn Zellen, spokeswoman
for Grimes’ office, disputed
those numbers, saying fewer
than half of Grimes’ Colonels
are contributors.

Grimes said she does not
know how many of the thank-
you letters to supporters accom-
panied the Colonel certificates
she mailed. She said she tries “to
open every public engagement
with such a thank you, and it is
unfortunate that one line out of a

letter has been taken out of con-
text.”

Steve Robertson, the state
GOP chairman who criticized
the letter last week, said
Wednesday it’s good that
Grimes paid the mailing costs.

“But the people of Kentucky
don’t like the perception of mix-
ing political business with state
business,” Robertson said. “...
It’s discouraging to see the mix
of these things that potentially
involve taxpayer dollars.”

The second list Grimes re-
leased shows that Gov. Steve Be-
shear has commissioned 3,447
Colonels this year, of which
Grimes recommended 1,127.

The check of Grimes’ Colo-
nels with the contributor data-
basefoundmatcheswithnumer-
ous state legislators and regis-
tered lobbyists, at least four for-
mer governors, Attorney Gen-
eral Jack Conway, U.S. Rep.
John Yarmuth, House Speaker
Greg Stumbo, highway contrac-
tor Leonard Lawson, Cash Ex-
press manager Garry McNabb,
Alliance Coal’s Joe Craft and
Utility Management Group
manager Greg May.

Officially, only the governor
can commission someone as a
Kentucky Colonel. But the cer-
tificate is processed and signed
by the secretary of state. And
the tradition for years has been
for the secretary of state to is-
sue them to whomever he or she
wants without advance approv-
al of the governor.

Grimes said 67,000 have been
issued in the past four years.

Former Secretary of State
Trey Grayson said, “I don’t
know that anyone has ever been
turned down for a Colonel.”

Reporter Tom Loftus can be
reached at (502) 875-5136.

GRIMES: Ky. Colonels added
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vestors would not buy the
state’s construction bonds
without legal assurances that
tolls could not be lowered until
the debt is paid off and there
are enough funds to maintain
the bridges.

“You can’t lower the toll
rates unless you can prove that
youcanmeetallof thedebtser-
vice and maintenance obliga-
tions,” Miller told the Senate
panel.

The House and Senate hear-
ings Wednesday were the first
time lawmakers have taken up
the bridges project since for-
mal toll estimates were made
public Monday. Louisville
Mayor Greg Fischer told law-
makers in both hearings that
the bridges money is the city’s
No. 1 legislative priority.

Tolls will be “in the range”
of $1 per crossing for frequent
commuters with transponders
in their vehicles and $10 for
tractor-trailer trucks, accord-
ing to a plan approved by the
Louisville and Southern Indi-
ana Bridges Authority.

Williams said the $300 mil-
lion lawmakers are being
asked to commit to the project
is “a signficant amount over a
six-year period.” He asked
project planners how much ad-
ditional revenue a minimum
toll of $2 — instead of $1 —
would bring for the project.

He then answered his own
question: “I will tell you, it
would raise twice as much as a
$1 toll.”

Kentucky Transportation
Secretary Mike Hancock said
planners aimed for the right
mix of state highway funds and
toll revenue.

“It’s a delicate balance that

we have attempted to strike
here,” he said.

Gary Valentine, Kentucky’s
project manager for the
bridges, said the $1 commuter
toll rates would likely be avail-
able to those who cross the
bridges twice daily at least 20
times a month — a total of 40
trips per month.

As for how long the tolls will
need to be collected, Miller
said the forecast calls for 45 to
50 years of toll revenue. And
once the toll bonds are paid off,
removal of the tolls will de-
pend on how much money has
been collected for bridge
maintenance and for the even-
tual replacement of the Kenne-
dy Bridge, Hancock said.

Rep. Jim Wayne, D-Louis-
ville, called the tolls an “exces-
sive burden” and an “unjust
tax” on Louisville residents —
particularly the working poor.
He said a one-cent increase in
the state gasoline tax would be
a fairer way to spread the cost
of building the bridges.

“The whole state and the
whole region is not bearing the
brunt, the cost of this,” Wayne
said.

In response to a question
from Wayne, Hancock said it’s
unclear whether TARC buses
would have to pay the toll to
cross the bridges. Hancock
said he would “love to” exempt
the public bus agency from
paying the tolls, but he doesn’t
know whether it can be done.

Wayne said an exemption
for TARC “would probably be
good social policy if you are go-
ing to be hurting the working
poor.”

Reporter Chris Otts can be
reached at (502) 582-4589.

TOLL: ‘A delicate balance’
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