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fficials unveiled the first trailheads along the
Louisville Loop on Wednesday afternoon de-
signed as oases for walkers, cyclists and run-
ners who use what eventually is to be a 100-

mile pathway around Jefferson
County’s border.

Bicyclists, among others, turned
out on the warm, breezy afternoon
for a news conference at Waterfront
Park beneath the Big Four Bridge to
check out one of the first trailheads.

The trailhead at the Big Four has
been designated as Mile Zero — the
official starting and ending point —
on the loop once it is completed.

“The loop is a way for us to con-
nect with each other ... and a way to
get healthy and stay healthy,” said
Mary Lou Northern, a senior adviser
to Mayor Greg Fischer.

Northern is coordinating the loop project for the
administration in concert with Metro Parks and nu-
merous other public agencies and community volun-

See LOOP, Page B6

Some of the more that 100 members of the volunteer “Loop Watch” group, which monitors the Louisville Loop and reports any
maintenance or safety issues, were recognized during Wednesday’s gathering. PHOTOS BY FRANKIE STEELE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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$650,000 Cost of the trailheads, including design, materials, drinking fountains, benches
and the signs. Funding is from a $7.9 million federal grant from the Centers for
Disease Control & Prevention, intended to promote active living.
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — With little
debate, the Kentucky House vot-
ed 78-17 to pass a $19.5 billion
state budget bill that cuts many
state programs by 8.4 percent
and cuts funding for state univer-
sities by 6.4 percent.

The House vote amounted to

an acceptance of the budget pro-
posed by Gov. Steve Beshear in
January that included those cuts
because projected tax revenue
fell far short of funding pro-
grams at current levels.

Rep. Rick Rand, the Bedford

Democrat who chairs the House
budget committee, acknowl-
edged the budget, House Bill 265,
gives lawmakers little to brag
about.

“It’s probably hard for us to go
home and beat our chests and say
we’ve done something great,”
Rand said. “... But we have
worked as hard as we can to main-
tain the programs that I believe
this House holds sacred: educa-
tion, health and human services,
and public safety.”

The only member who spoke
strongly against the spending

cuts was the only Democrat who
voted against the bill, Rep. Jim
Wayne, of Louisville.

Wayne, an advocate for rais-
ing revenue by tax reform, said
the cuts — coming on the heels of
two prior budgets with deep re-
ductions — amounts to a tax in-
crease on the elderly on waiting
lists for in-home services, on uni-
versity students who are sure to
see big increases in their tuition
and on teachers and state work-
ers who face two more years
without pay raises.

“We continue to be in denial,”

Wayne said. “... I cast a dissenting
vote to say the system is broken.”

The House made only a hand-
ful of significant changes to Be-
shear’s proposal.

It suspended for the next two
years a 1.5 percent annual cost-
of-living increase in benefits for
state government retirees. And it
rejected requests of state univer-
sities to use their own revenue to
finance about $450 million in con-
struction projects.

Rand said suspending the

House OKs budget bill
$19.5 billion plan
has Beshear’s cuts
By Tom Loftus
tloftus@courier-journal
The Courier-Journal
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — House and
Senate lawmakers on Wednesday
pressed for more information
about tolls that would help pay
for the Ohio River Bridges Pro-
ject, including how long the fees
will need to be collected and who
will have the authority to raise or
lower them.

Lawmakers must approve
Gov. Steve Beshear’s recommen-
dation to commit an additional
$300 million in state highway
funds — $50 million a year for six
years — to keep the $2.6 billion
project on track for completing
construction of two new bridges
in 2018.

Legislators are expected to
take up the governor’s road plan
next week.

Senate President David Wil-
liams said questions loom about
the extent of lawmakers’ author-
ity over tolls, as there will surely
be political pressure to lower
them. That could derail the pro-
ject’s financing.

“I don’t see how this General
Assembly can take action on any
of this without that being pre-
sented to us,” Williams,
R-Burkesville, said at a hearing
of the Senate Transportation
Committee.

David Miller, a consultant
working on the project, said in-
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Since tak-
ing office at the beginning of the
year, Secretary of State Alison
Lundergan Grimes has awarded
Kentucky Colonel certificates to
about 675 people who contribut-
ed to her campaign, an anaysis of
state records shows.

Those contributors’ names
are also on a list released by

Grimes’ office this week of a to-
tal of 1,127 persons she has se-
lected to be Kentucky Colonels.

But Grimes said Wednesday
that she doesn’t know how many
of her Colonels — contributors
or not — received with their cer-
tificates a letter from her that
the state Republican chairman

has described as a political
thank-you note.

Shealsosaidatanewsconfer-
ence that she personally paid the
postage for mailing all certifi-
cates to the Colonels she has se-
lected. Grimes said the cost of
stationery, the certificate and
staff time were paid by the state.

The Courier-Journal report-
ed last week that 10 of Grimes’
contributors said they had re-
ceived the Kentucky Colonel
certificates with a letter from
Grimes on the secretary of
state’s stationery that began, “I
very much appreciate your help
and support to become Kentuck-

y’s 76th Secretary of State.”
“From my perspective, as-

sisting and overseeing the issu-
ance of Kentucky Colonels is an
important responsibility of this
office,” Grimes said Wednesday.

Those she selected, she said,
“are people who have done great
things for this state, for this na-
tion.”

Because she wanted to keep
the Colonel program strong dur-
ing lean budget times, she said,
she decided when she took office
that she would pay mailing ex-
penses of the certificates for the

About 675 backers named Colonels
Grimes says she
paid for mailings
By Tom Loftus
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John Piper, a Minnesota
pastor and one of the
most prominent leaders
of the New Calvinist
movement, said God sent
Friday’s tornadoes as a
warning for people to
repent of their sins and
turn to Jesus.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
Peter Smith at the Faith &
Works blog,
www.courier-journal.com/
faithblog.
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