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Donate now:
(502) 774-8026

www.voaky.org/auto

Your donation helps those most
in need in our community.

Donate your old vehicle
for a tax deduction today!

FREE
PICKUP

RUNNING
OR NOT
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State Farm® is aware that the recent severe storms have caused extensive
property damage. If you are a State Farm policyholder, and your home or
car has been damaged by the storms, please:

• Contact your State Farm agent.
• Call 1-800-SF CLAIM (1-800-732-5246) to reach our

catastrophe operators.
• Visit statefarm.com® to initiate a claim online.

Helping people recover from the unexpected is what being a good neighbor
is all about.

statefarm.com®

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

STATE FARM
is here to help you with your claim.
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WASHINGTON — De-
fense Secretary Leon Pa-
netta and the nation’s top
military leader delivered a
sober assessment Wednes-
day of Syria’s sophisticated
air defenses and its exten-
sive stockpile of chemical
weapons in a strategic real-
ity check to the demand for
U.S. military action to end
President Bashar Assad’s
deadly crackdown on his
people.

President Barack Oba-
ma’s 2008 rival — Republi-
can Sen. John McCain —
has called for the president

to launch airstrikes against
Assad to force him from
power and end the blood-
shed. The U.N. estimates
that more than 7,500 Syri-
ans have been killed, with
hundreds more fleeing to
neighboring nations to
avoid the slaughter.

Army Gen. Martin
Dempsey, the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
told the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee that Oba-
ma has asked the Pentagon
for a preliminary review of
military options, such as
enforcement of a no-fly
zone and humanitarian air-
lifts. He insisted that the
military would be ready if
the commander in chief
made the request.

“What are the potential

missions, what is the ene-
my order of battle, what
are the enemy’s capabili-
ties or potential enemies?
What are the troops we

have available, and how
much time. So, mission, en-
emy, terrain, troops and
time. That’s a commander’s
estimate,” Dempsey said of

the initial step.
Panetta said they’re

waiting on Obama before
doing more detailed contin-
gency planning.

In Congress, only
McCain’s closest Senate
colleagues have echoed his
plea. War-weary Republi-
cans and Democrats have
expressed serious reserva-
tions about U.S. military in-
volvement in Syria after
more than a decade of war
in Iraq and Afghanistan,
the divisive political fight
last summer over U.S. in-
tervention in Libya, and the
possibility of an Israeli at-
tack on Iran.

House Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, said this
week the situation in Syria
is too muddled and military
action would be premature,
an opinion shared by many
House Republicans who

challenged Obama last
year for dispatching the
military to protect Libyans
battling Moammar Gadha-
fi. GOP presidential candi-
date Mitt Romney also said
this week that he wasn’t
prepared to support mili-
tary action against Syria.

Panetta summed up the
situation in stark terms.

“The fundamental issue
that is before us is whether
or not theUnited States will
go in and act unilaterally in
that part of the world, and
engage in another war in
the Muslim world unilater-
ally. Or whether or not we
will work with others in de-
termining what action we
take,” he said.

Obama’s strategy relies
on sanctions and interna-
tional diplomatic isolation
to pressure Assad into
handing over power.

Congress splits on talk of U.S. in Syria
Few want to
send in troops
By Donna Cassata
Associated Press

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta testifies on Capitol Hill
during the Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on
the crisis in Syria and the risks for U.S. involvement. AP

BAGHDAD —Two bombs
that exploded in swift suc-
cession killed 14 people
Wednesday near a crowded
restaurant in a mid-sized
city in Iraq’s north, offi-
cials said.

Officials said the blasts
may indicate that the town
of Tal Afar, a hotbed of
insurgency during the
years that Iraq teetered on
the edge of civil war, may

again be experiencing an
influx of militants because
of the uprising in neighbor-
ing Syria.

Foreign volunteers
coming to join the Iraqi
insurgency once passed
through the town en route
from Syria to the northern
Iraqi crossroads city of
Mosul. Now, Iraqi fighters
are thought to be heading in
the other direction, travel-
ing to aid Syria’s largely
Sunni insurgents in their

battle against a regime in
Damascus dominated by a
Shiite offshoot sect.

Tal Afar Mayor Abdul
Aal Abbas al-Obedi said a
car parked outside a popu-
lar downtown restaurant
exploded in the early after-
noon. As people rushed to
the scene to help, a suicide
bomber in the crowd deto-
nated his explosives belt,

al-Obedi said.
He and local politician

Qusai Abbas said 14 people
were killed and 22 were
hurt in the mixed Arab-Tur-
komen city 90 miles east of
the Syrian border and 260
miles northwest of Bagh-
dad. Shiites and Sunnis live
in the city. Police and hospi-
tal officials confirmed the
casualties.

14 killed in northern Iraq bombing
Associated Press
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