
CJ-0000328836

Nation www.courier-journal.com/nationworld

KY

THURSDAY
MARCH 8, 2012 A6FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

TULSA, OKLA.
Deputy, 2 others shot
outside courthouse

A sheriff’s deputy, suspect-
ed gunman and a bystander
were wounded Wednesday
during an exchange of gunfire
outside a Tulsa courthouse,
sending people scattering
from a crowded plaza. An em-
ployee at a nearby library
used his camera to chronicle
the events.

Police spokesman Leland
Ashley said authorities re-
sponded to a report of a person
firing into the air between the
Tulsa County Courthouse and
the library. Deputies, includ-
ing the one who was wounded,
exchanged gunfire with the
shooter, Ashley said. None of
the injuries appeared life-
threatening.

RICHMOND, VA.
Ultrasound before
abortion becomes law

Gov. Bob McDonnell
signed into law Wednesday a
controversial bill that re-
quires women to have abdomi-
nal ultrasound exams before
undergoing abortions.

The Republican governor’s
signature means the mandate
takes effect in July for abor-
tion providers across Virginia.

FORT BRAGG, N.C.
Soldier to be buried
in Arlington cemetery

A Green Beret who died
trying to rescue his two young
daughters from their burning
home will be honored with a
military funeral at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Chief Warrant Officer Ed-
ward Cantrell died Tuesday,
along with 6-year-old Isabella
and 4-year-old Natalia. Au-
thorities say he leapt from the
second floor of the burning
house, wrapped himself in a
blanket and ran back inside
for his girls.

Lt. Col. April Olsen of the
Army Special Forces Com-
mand said Cantrell’s daugh-
ters may be buried with him,
though plans are not finalized.

Read the latest news online at:
courier-journal.com/nationworld

TODAY IN 1971
Joe Frazier, left, defeated Muhammad Ali by deci-
sion in what was billed as “The Fight of the Centu-
ry” at Madison Square Garden in New York.

MOUNT HOLLY, N.C. — Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Wednes-
day made his most urgent appeal
yet for the nation to wean itself
from oil, calling it a “fuel of the
past” and demanding that the
United States broaden its ap-
proach to energy.

Mindful of the political dan-
gers of high gas prices, he said
shrinking demand for oil must
drive the solution.

Obama, promoting his energy
policies in a politically prominent
state that will host the Democrat-
ic National Convention, called on
Congress to provide $1 billion in
grants to local communities to en-
courage greater use of fuel-effi-
cient technologies. The admini-
stration’s goal is to make electric
vehicles as affordable as gaso-
line-powered vehicles by 2020.

The president also proposed
greater tax incentives to encour-
age the purchase and use of more
fuel-efficient vehicles.

Gasoline prices are at their
highest levels for this time of
year and Obama has been travel-
ing in recent weeks to promote
energy proposals he says will re-
duce foreign oil dependency.

“We need to invest in the tech-
nology that will help us use less
oil in our cars and our trucks, and
our buildings, and our factories,”
Obama said. “That’s the only solu-
tion to the challenge.”

The president spoke at a
Daimler truck plant in Mount
Holly, N.C., a state with political
implications for his re-election.
He traveled there as the Repub-
lican field seeking to defeat him
in November remains unsettled.

Obama’s attention to energy
comes as high gas prices put a
strain on pocket books.

Obama:
U.S. must
leave oil
behind
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —His delegate
lead growing, Mitt Romney
gently nudged his Republican
opponents toward the sidelines
on Wednesday and said he was
on track to wrap up the presi-
dential nomination before the
party convention next summer.
Rick Santorum and Newt Ging-
rich paid him no mind, vowing to
fight on in a campaign marked
by persistent ideological divi-
sions.

If anything, the political ma-
neuvering intensified as the
marathon pointed toward con-
tests in five states over the next
week. Romney’s campaign pur-
chased television advertising
time in Alabama according to
campaign sources, as it pursued
a breakthrough in the party’s
Southern base.

A Santorum ally urged Ging-
rich to abandon the race.

In response, the former
House speaker said he would
consider it — if he thought San-
torum was sure to beat Romney
and then President Barack Oba-
ma. “I don’t,” he added.

And when Santorum was in-
formed that an aide to Romney
had said it would take an act of
God for any other candidate to
amass a majority of convention
delegates, Santorum responded
heatedly. “What won’t they re-
sort to to try to bully their way
through this race?” he said in Le-
nexa, Kan. “If the governor now
thinks he’s now ordained by God
to win, then let’s just have it out.”

One day after Super Tuesday,
Romney’s campaign circulated
a memo making the case that his
six victories on a single night
had increased his delegate lead

to a point that it was increasing-
ly hard for any of his rivals to
catch up. And they were hurting
the party by continuing to try, it
suggested.

“As Governor Romney’s op-

ponents attempt to ignore the
basic principles of math, the
only person’s odds of winning
they are increasing are Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s,” it said.

Romney didn’t go that far in
an interview, and he stopped
short of a flat prediction that he
would achieve his goal of a pre-
convention delegate majority.
“We think that will get done be-
fore the convention, but one
thing I can tell you for sure is
there’s not going to be some bro-
kered convention where some
new person comes in and be-
comes the nominee,” he said on
CNBC’s “Squawk Box.” “It’s go-
ing to be one of the four people
that are still running.”

After Super Tuesday, Rom-
ney has 419 delegates overall,
more than his three rivals com-
bined.

While Romney clearly would
like all his opponents to drop out,
the departure of just one — ei-
ther Santorum or Gingrich —
might be less welcome. The two
often divide the anti-Romney
vote and enable him to win con-
tests he might otherwise lose.

Romney urges rivals
to fold; nope, they say

Gov. Mitt Romney greets supporters after his Super Tuesday
campaign rally in Boston Tuesday night. AP

He’s in the lead
with 419 delegates
By David Espo
Associated Press

DELEGATE COUNT
Tuesday’s winners in the GOP
primaries and caucuses, with their
delegate totals (1,144 needed for
nomination):
» Mitt Romney: 419 delegates.
Winner in Alaska, Idaho, Ohio,
Massachusetts, Vermont, Wyo-
ming.
» Rick Santorum: 178 delegates.
Winner in North Dakota, Oklaho-
ma, Tennessee.
» Newt Gingrich: 107 delegates.
Winner in Georgia.
» Ron Paul: 47 delegates.
» John Huntsman: 2 delegates.

COMING UP
» Saturday: Guam, 9 delegates;
Kansas, 40; Northern Mariana
Islands, 9; Virgin Islands, 9.
» Tuesday: Alabama, 50; Amer-
ican Samoa, 9; Hawaii, 20; Mis-
sissippi, 40.
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