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drive them around the
state.

And a subsequent inves-
tigation by social services
officials has revealed a
darker side to the stable
home Gouker offered to
provide for his son, one
filled with alleged domes-
tic violence, inappropriate
sexual activity, and alcohol
and drug abuse by adults
and children there.

Among the allegations
in court records: Gouker
showed Trey and Joshua
videos of himself engaged
in sexual acts and regular-
ly gave them drugs — at
Easter, marijuana con-
cealed in Easter eggs.

“Once Trey died, a lot of
information started flood-
ing out,” said Joshua’s for-
mer social worker, Allison
Miller, whose testimony is
included in court docu-
ments filed last week.

Pete Schuler, Joshua’s
public defender, filed tran-
scripts of a juvenile court
hearing held last year that
shed more light on his cli-
ent’s background as part of
his effort to have the case
sent back to juvenile court
for prosecution. Joshua is
being prosecuted as an
adult in Jefferson Circuit
Court.

Schuler also wants Josh-
ua released from the juve-
nile detention center to fos-
ter care or a secure resi-
dential center for children
while awaiting his Oct. 15
trial.

Minor record
Joshua has no history of

violence and only one mi-
nor infraction as a juvenile
when, at age 11, he was
caught with his mother’s
boyfriend allegedly trying
to break into a car, accord-
ing to court records.

But prosecutors want
Joshua tried as an adult,
and Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Eliza-
beth Jones Brown argued
at a hearing in January that
his detention on $100,000
bond is appropriate, given
Trey’s “brutal murder.”

Another hearing is
scheduled on the case Fri-
day before Jefferson Cir-
cuit Judge Barry Willett.

Schuler declined to
comment or make Joshua
available for an interview
while the case is pending.

Material that Schuler
filed recently includes tes-
timony about Joshua’s fam-
ily’s extensive involve-
ment in the state social ser-
vices system and details of
proceedings in juvenile
court, where he was initia-
lly charged.

Schuler said at one juve-
nile court hearing detailed
in the records that he is baf-
fled that the case rests
largely on the word of
Gouker — a former suspect
in Trey’s murder who told
police after his own arrest
in Alabama that his son had
admitted to killing Trey.
Gouker was charged in
Alabama with kidnapping
and being a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm.

Police originally consid-
ered Gouker a suspect in
Trey’s death, a Louisville
police detective testified at
a hearing last August. But
he was not charged and de-
nied any involvement, ac-
cording to records filed in
the case.

“There’s something not
right with this case,” Schul-
er said, according to rec-
ords of the juvenile court
hearing in August at which
he questioned Gouker’s

motive in implicating his
son and encouraging sever-
al others to do so.

“That doesn’t pass the
straight-face test,” Schuler
said. “Mr. Gouker is trying
to blame his son. I think it’s
as likely as not that he’s the
responsible party.”

Several other witnesses
— all relatives or women
Gouker was sexually in-
volved with — also told po-
lice that Joshua had admit-
ted to killing Trey. But that
was only after Gouker gave
them permission to talk,
according to police records
filed in the case.

“They’re not gonna tell
you nothin’ unless I tell
them,” Gouker told Louis-
ville homicide detectives
who drove to Alabama last
June to interview him
while he was in police cus-
tody there.

And even after Gouker’s
encouragement, some of
the witnesses seemed un-
sure of what to say, accord-
ing to records of their
statements filed in court.
The witnesses were ques-
tioned in a series of tele-
phone calls made by police
with Gouker present.

When Gouker asked
Cassie Gouker, his neigh-
bor and cousin, to tell the
police the truth about who
killed Trey, she replied
“You did, right?” according
to court records.

Gouker, who goes by the
nickname “Big Josh,”
talked to her as police lis-
tened, with Gouker con-
tinuing to press her, telling
her police “know every-
thing.”

“Your loyalty lies with
me, right?”Gouker said.
“This is Big Josh, tell the
truth, who killed Trey?”

“You did, right?” Cassie
Gouker replied. “I don’t
know.”

At that point, Louisville
Metro Police Detective
Scott Russ took over the
call and told Cassie Gouker
he had spoken with prose-
cutors and she would not
likely be in trouble if she
told the truth about what
she knew, according to rec-
ords filed in the case. She
eventually said Joshua told
her he did it and asked her
to drive him to a dumpster
to dispose of bloody cloth-
ing and a baseball bat alleg-
edly used in the attack, the
records said.

The baseball bat and
clothing have not been
found, but police said they
are relying on statements
of Gouker and others close

to him that Joshua admit-
ted to the offense, accord-
ing to court records.

Still, police acknowl-
edge reservations about
Gouker.

“Obviously he’s got
some credibility issues,”
Russ said, testifying at a
hearing in August. “I’m not
going to lie about that.”

Father’s custody
Released on parole Sept.

29, 2010, Gouker seemed an
unlikely candidate to step
in as a parent for Joshua af-
ter serving eight years of a
15-year sentence.

Gouker had pleaded
guilty to a string of of-
fenses in 2002, including
fighting with a police offi-
cer and beating and chok-
ing an elderly man who had
given him a ride home from
a bar. Before witnesses in-
terrupted that attack,
Gouker climbed into the
back seat of the car behind
the victim, 71, choking him
with a belt, court records
said.

Gouker also admitted to
threatening a witness in
that case, according to
court records.

In another incident,
Gouker attacked a man,
beating and kicking him
and threatening to kill him,
according to court records.
The victim suffered a bro-
ken nose, multiple bruises
to the head and face, and
rib and chest pain, the
court records said.

The day after his re-
lease from prison, Gouker
showed up at the state so-
cial service office in Louis-
ville and announced he
wanted custody of Joshua,
according to testimony
from Miller, Joshua’s for-
mer social worker.

“He had wanted to start
up contact with his son,”
Miller said.

She said she told Gouker
he would have to go
through the family court
system and questioned him
about alleged past gang ac-
tivity and violence toward
women, because of previ-
ous emergency protective
orders sought by women
with whom he’d associated.

Gouker denied any gang
activity, saying “that was
something he had done
when he was younger” and
produced records of treat-
ment and counseling he
had received in prison, the
social worker said.

After a series of super-
vised visits, and counsel-
ing, Gouker eventually re-

ceived unsupervised time
during which Joshua visit-
ed him at the home on Vim
Drive that Gouker shared
with Campbell and Trey.

In March 2011, a Jeffer-
son Family Court judge
awarded Gouker custody
of his son, despite the ob-
jections of state social ser-
vice officials, Miller said at
a court hearing.

Details of the decision
are not available. Family
Court proceedings in the
case are confidential and
the judge in Joshua’s case,
Dolly Berry, did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

That month, Joshua
moved into his father’s
home. Two months later,
Trey was found dead in the
creek bed near the Vim
Drive home, face down in a
pool of blood.

Troubled family
When returned to his fa-

ther’s home last March,
Joshua was reunited with
an extended family with a
long history with the state
social services system,
Miller said.

Joshua first came to the
state’s attention at age 3
over an abuse allegation,
she said. That was the first
of 12 reports the Cabinet
for Health and Family Ser-
vices received and investi-
gated up to Trey’s murder
last year, she said.

Among them was the
2010 Easter Sunday suicide
of Joshua’s mother, Angeli-
na Young, who was found
dead from a drug overdose
by her boyfriend and Josh-
ua, then 14, Miller said.

Miller estimated the
cabinet had put in 1,000
hours on cases involving
Joshua or relatives and
made hundreds of court ap-
pearances. Joshua was
moved repeatedly from
one placement to another,
she said.

In 2007, Miller said she
substantiated an abuse re-
port after Joshua, at age 11,
tested positive for narcotic
painkillers while living
with his drug-addicted
mother.

His best placement was
thelast,whentheStonebur-
ners took him in as a foster
child, Miller said. “He did
well there,” she said.

Joshua stayed with the
Stoneburners for seven
months, until his father re-
gained custody, according
to court testimony.

Miller said that, based
on her roughly five years’
experience as Joshua’s so-
cial worker and her in-
volvement with his family,
Gouker was considered an
intimidating figure to resi-
dents of the Vim Drive
neighborhood where he re-
turned after his release
from prison.

After Trey’s murder,
Gouker told police he killed
the family dog with a base-
ball bat, and the cat, by
throwing it out window, ac-
cording to court records.

And his wife, Amanda
Campbell, took out a do-
mestic violence petition
against Gouker June 6,
about four week’s after
Trey’s death, alleging her
husband struck her and
threatened to kill her.

Campbell did not re-

spond to requests for com-
ment. She told police she
was with Gouker the night
Trey was killed and did not
realize her son was missing
until his body was found
the following afternoon,
according to court records.

In foster care, Joshua, a
high school freshman, was
taking honors classes,
making good grades and at-
tending school regularly,
according to court testimo-
ny.

After he moved in with
his father, he began to miss
school. Miller testified that
the week before Trey’s
death, Joshua missed an
entire week when he ac-
companied Gouker on a
trip to Michigan to visit a
woman the father had a
sexual relationship with,
Miller said.

That relationship ended
after Gouker allegedly
threatened the Michigan
woman with a knife while
Josh was present, causing
her to take out a protective
order, Miller said.

Joshua has claimed no
problems with Trey and
considered him one of his
best friends, according to
court records.

Worried for mom
Shortly before his

death, Trey told a relative
he was worried about his
mother’s safety because of
Gouker, Miller said.

“Have you ever had a
case with this much dys-
function in your years with
the cabinet?” Schuler
asked Miller, a social work-
er for the past 13 years.

“No,” Miller said.
“Do you believe Josh

committed this crime?” he
asked.

“No, I do not,” Miller re-
plied.

Gouker is now at the
Roederer Correctional
Complex, where he has
been sent to serve the re-
mainder of his sentence
that runs through 2017. He
is eligible for a parole hear-
ing on Nov. 23, 2013, ac-
cording to the state correc-
tions department.

Joshua remains in juve-
nile jail, but Schuler said he
deserves a better setting,
given his horrific experi-
ences and what Schuler
says are legitimate ques-
tions about the case.

“I have never seen a
case where there has been
so much family dysfunc-
tion, so much tragedy,”
Schuler said at one court
hearing. “My client has
been through hell.”

Reporter Deborah Yetter can
be reached at (502) 582-4228.
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At left, Terry Zwicker, the father of the slain
youth, attended an earlier hearing.

Joshua Young, 16, is due back in court Friday for a
hearing. He is charged with murder in the beating
death of his stepbrother, Trey Zwicker. FILE/THE C-J

WASHINGTON — The
largest solar flare in five
years is racing toward
Earth, threatening to un-
leash a torrent of charged
particles that could disrupt
power grids, GPS and air-
plane flights.

The sun erupted Tues-
day evening, and the ef-
fects should start smack-
ing Earth around 7 a.m. to-
day, according to forecast-
ers at the federal

government’s Space
Weather Prediction Center.
They say the flare is grow-
ing as it speeds outward
from the sun.

“It’s hitting us right in
the nose,” said Joe Kunch-
es, a scientist for the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

The solar storm is likely
to last through Friday
morning, but the region
that erupted can still send
more blasts toward Earth,
Kunches said. He said an-

other set of active sunspots
is ready to aim at Earth
right after this.

But for now, scientists
are waiting to see what hap-
pens today when the
charged particles hit Earth
at 4 million mph.

NASA solar physicist
Alex Young added, “It
could give us a bit of a jolt.”
But he said this is far from
a super solar storm.

A weaker solar eruption
happened Sunday, Kunch-
es said.

Solar storm may hit power
Associated Press
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