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BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

In the last 10 days of  January, business approxi-
mately doubled at Brandy’s Restaurant, a diner on
the southwest side of  Crofton’s central intersection.

The owners, Brandy McCord and her mother,
Sandy, put two flat-panel TVs in the corners, book-
ending rows of  Elvis photos and artwork. The TVs
accommodate crowds who come in the evenings now
to watch sports games.

To the left of  the entrance, a black
swivel chair with a wide base faces a

corner table. This chair is the reason
many Croftonites have gravitated
toward Brandy’s and away from
Huck’s, the convenience store
across the street.

When Huck’s changed ownership
on Jan. 19 and changed its name from
Saul’s Market and Deli, the new man-
agement made a retired coal miner,
Junior Clark, remove his chair from
the table where he sat every morning
for breakfast and every evening to so-
cialize and watch ballgames.

“They lost a lot of  money when
they moved this chair out of  there,
boy,” Jimmy Hakes said on Tuesday
morning, occupying the chair while
Clark, 73, was in Nashville, Tenn., for
a doctor’s appointment.

Customers upset
about changes to
store in Crofton
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The galoshes went back
into the closet this week as
Hopkinsville has enjoyed
temperatures eclipsing 60
degrees. 

According to Kentucky
Mesonet, a research network
that compiles climate data
from throughout the state,
Christian County saw an av-
erage high of  67.1 degrees
Wednesday. Tuesday saw a
high of  62.6 degrees and
Monday 61.9 degrees. 

According to Dave Powell,
Christian County’s weather
coordinator, the National
Weather Service has certi-
fied this past December and
January as the second
warmest on record for west-
ern Kentucky.

The NWS forecasts highs
in the 60s for the next two
days. It expects storms start-
ing  tonight and moving into
Monday, where highs will be
in the 40s. 

Powell said we should ex-
pect warmer-than-normal
temperatures for the next 8
to 14 days. 

“We’re talking averages,”
Powell said. “You may have a
day of  cold but then back up

to above normal the day
after that. It’s not to say we
won’t have cold spots but it is
a couple of  days at a time
then it is back up above nor-
mal.” 

Powell attributes the up-
swing in temperatures to the
activity of  the North At-
lantic Oscillation over
Greenland. Powell said the
oscillation, a series of  air

Beautiful days may give
way to weekend storms

SEE HUCKS, PAGE A6

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A 14-year-old girl who attends
Christian County High School was
arrested Thursday morning after
allegedly emailing a bomb threat to
school guidance counselors the
night before.

Another bomb threat, written on
paper, was found in a school class-
room that morning, said Officer
Paul Ray, spokesman for the Hop-
kinsville Police Department.

The teen was charged with two
counts of  second-degree terroristic
threatening, a Class D felony. If
convicted, each charge could result
in one to five years imprisonment
for the teenager.

The email was opened around
8:15 a.m. and police were called
shortly after, according to a Hop-
kinsville police report. The high
school was evacuated approxi-
mately 45 minutes later.

CCHS students were then sent to
the old middle school building next
to the high school. Parents were
told they could pick their children
up from the middle school, while
school staff  and teachers assisted
police in searching the high school
for any suspicious items, Ray said.

Around 11 a.m., police declared
the school safe and students re-

turned to class.
Detectives were able to make an

arrest by tracking the emailed
threat to an Oak Grove residence
through an IP address, Ray said.
From there, detectives obtained
subpoenas and confronted the girl
who lives at the residence and at-
tends CCHS. 

The 14-year-old admitted to detec-
tives that she was the author of
both threats, Ray said.

After reading the email, school
administrators chose not to imme-
diately evacuate students on police
instruction, said Heather Aubin,
spokeswoman for the school dis-
trict.

“The ultimate decision was made
by the school district after consult-
ing with police,” Aubin said.

There are 1,203 students enrolled
at CCHS.

REACH BENJAMIN JOUBERT at 270-887-3240 
or bjoubert@kentuckynewera.com.

Bourbon industry
booms despite
economic 
recession
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Raising the limit
Legislation would raise the
speed limit on 68-80.
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Hopkinsville police discuss information about a
bomb threat at Christian County High School on
Thursday morning. 

School evacuated after

receiving bomb threat

A
s I opened the door of  the
New Era car, cries abruptly
killed my conversation with

Community Editor Monica K.
Smith. The sound filed the air;
some were long, some were low,
most wobbled from one octave to
the next.

Monica and I were blasted by
moos the mo-
ment we pulled
the door handles
of  the car,
parked at the
Kentucky-Ten-
nessee Livestock
Market in
Guthrie. The
timing of  the
cow chorus
seemed to mesh

perfectly with our arrival.
“Hey look! Guys, loooook! That

Dave Boucher guy is here!” sev-
eral heifers seemed to say. 

“Naw, can’t be him. That guy’s
balder than the one they show in

the paper,” a steer
responded. 

“No seri-
ously,

that’s him!
How excit-
ing,” an-
other cow

probably
mooed in re-

turn.
I unconsciously — and perhaps

narcissistically — translated the
sounds I heard echoing from the

hundreds of  heads of  cattle that
stood before me, waiting their
turn to shuffle through the
weekly livestock auction. The
never-ceasing noise, easily over-
powering any barnyard stench

floating in the air, doesn’t even
register on the radar of  the Bar-
nett family. Instead, Tom Bar-
nett, one of  the stockyard’s four 

DAVE 

BOUCHER n

You can stop looking for the beef

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Robins sit perched in a tree 
Thursday afternoon at the Trail of
Tears Commemorative Park.

14-year-old CCHS student arrested 

MONICA K. SMITH | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

A black baldy cow — I learned that name Thursday — is led into the auction area of the
Kentucky - Tennessee Livestock Market. Some cows were more excited to enter the area
than others.
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District dandy: 
Lady Tigers 
secure top seed
for tourney
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