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First Baptist Church, 349 W. Broadway,
Harrodsburg, has been around since
1840, according to a church history com-
piled when the church celebrated its
125th anniversary.

e church was first named African
Baptist Church after it was organized by
the white Baptists in the South District.
e new congregation worshipped in a
small brick building on the site where the
current church stands.

e Rev. Charles Clark, one of the first
to lead the church, was pastor of the
church when the name was changed to
Centennial Baptist Church.  

In 1887, a portion of the congregation
left to follow the Rev. Charles Davis and
organized a new Centennial Baptist. After
Davis left, pastors were the Revs. Under-
wood, H.C. Mitchell, George Mitchell,
George Moore and George Miller. 

In 1915, when the Rev. John N. Smoth-
ers was pastor, a new Sunday School
annex was built. C.C. Ellis became pastor
in 1935, and was followed by Amos R.
Lasley when the church liquidated its
debts and established a savings account.

Between 1944 and 1951, the church
grew physically, financially and spiritually
under the pastorates of L.H. Woolfolk,
W.H. Spotts and E.E. Fields. e Rev. G. H.
Childs Sr. accepted the pastorate of the
church in 1951. Improvements and inno-
vations were made under Child’s leader-
ship, including the purchase of a
Hammond organ. Several new members
were added to the congregation.

e Rev. J.C. Middlebrooks was pastor
for a brief period. e Rev. Jesse J. Smith
became pastor in 1960. During his tenure,
the church and annex were redecorated,
new gas furnaces were installed, and a
new piano was placed in the sanctuary.

Working until his death in 1972, Smith
brought the church to statewide promi-
nence among Kentucky Baptists.

e Rev. M.L. Trabue became pastor
after Smith. e church grew and a new
three-bedroom parsonage was built. e
indebtedness was liquidated within a
year.

A few years later, the Rev. Dr. J.B.
Porterfield became pastor and estab-
lished a church library and telephone
service.

Since then, central air, a new dining
room, kitchen lounge area, and restrooms
were added to the church annex. e pul-
pit and choir stands have been renovated
and a baptistry installed.

Besides the improvements, the church
has added to its membership and has had
eight men in the congregation to go into
the ministry.

Among those who have been licensed
and ordained are George Childs, Virgil
Tucker, Charles Smith Sr., Albert Hayes,
Windrell Hunn Jr., and Phillip Yates. Den-
nis Mays and Kimble Jones also have
been licensed to preach.

e Rev. Virgil Hill, current pastor, has
been the minister of the church for sev-
eral years.
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From our files
100 YEARS AGO — 1912

The Central University athletic authorities have cancelled
the third basketball game in the series to be played with State
University. Coach Banks’ reason for calling the game off was
his team had “gone to pieces” and was unfit for a hard game
because of its recent hard battles.

Two Central University students went to Lawrenceburg and
spent all their money liberally. Between showing the ladies
a good time and buying drinks, the two young men found
themselves broke and decided to try and make their way
home.

ey went to the train station and when the train started,
they climbed aboard a car, but five hobos were already there. 

A scuffle ensued and the baggage master, hearing the
noise, opened the door and commanded the army to march
in. e two students led the way while the trainman brought
up the rear. 

e boys hurried ahead and when they reached the mail
car they climbed on top. eir disappearance wasn’t noticed
at first but then a terrible howl went up. e entire train was
searched and officials thought the boys had jumped off.

When the train reached Danville, the conductor was still
on the lookout and was amazed when he saw one of the men
roll off the coach. Everyone started in pursuit and the other
student took this opportunity to make his escape.

e students happened to be on the track team and soon
outdistanced their pursuers. e lads had a good laugh
about the escape, but they admit they were scared for a
while.

75 YEARS AGO — 1937

All persons who loaned equipment of any sort for use in the
housing of flood refugees in Danville, who have not had
them returned, should call the Red Cross office to identify
and reclaim their possessions.

Items that still need to be picked up include beds and cots,
mattresses, bedding, hospital equipment and various house-
hold articles.

Miss Belle Hughes, 97, and one of Danville’s oldest resi-
dents, passed away in her room at the home of L.E. Herron
at ird and Broadway. Born in Danville (then Lincoln
County), Miss Hughes witnessed the formation of Boyle
County in 1842, and went through a number of historical in-
stances including the War Between the States, the Spanish-
American War and the World War.

A real life melodrama was enacted on U.S. 27 near Camp
Nelson when two vehicles collided.

In one car, a 1929 Model A Ford Tudor Sedan, the sad-
dened Howard Walker and his wife, both of Cincinnati,
were carrying the corpse of their baby and were en route
to Kings Mountain for burial. e corpse was in the back
seat and was not disturbed in the wreck.

e automobile that struck the Walkers’ car was being
driven by Arch Broaddus of Garrard County and was a
1923 Chrysler 52 Roadster.

Somewhere in Kings Mountain today a saddened
group was gathered holding the final services for the tiny
one, who might have been injured in the accident, but
whose sleep could not be disturbed.

50 YEARS AGO — 1962

In Danville, a police court jury found the defendant, John
J. Nave, guilty of practicing photography without paying
an occupational license. e jurors who convicted him
and the City Police Judge Jack May were then lined up
and Nave snapped their picture for e Advocate-Mes-
senger.

e reason for the photo was because this was the first
police court jury which was selected by the new jury
commissioner plan.

A woman who was suing her husband for divorce was
critically wounded in the office of former State Sen. Ca-
bell Francis, when her husband walked into the office
and fired three shots at his wife.

Immediately after the shooting, police converged on
the man’s farm on U.S. 27 in the Maywood section of the
county. Police said he had driven away from the lawyer’s
office on a tractor. No charges have been filed yet. “We’re
still looking for him,” a police spokesman said.

25 YEARS AGO — 1987

Anyone 21 or older, who attended Danville High School
but never earned a diploma, will be allowed to enroll in
a correspondence program through the University of
Kentucky, and take classes to earn a high school diploma.
is program is an option for people who may not be
treated as fairly for only obtaining a GED.

In another program, those students still in the Danville
school system will have the opportunity to earn a Certifi-
cate of Achievement. An estimated one third of the chil-
dren enrolled in grades K-12 will be awarded certificates
if they improve their performance on the Kentucky Es-
sential Skills Test.

The American Civil Liberties Union is considering filing a
lawsuit on behalf of a woman who was declared ineligi-
ble to run for clerk after she failed a new state test re-
quired for candidates for the office.

e woman believes the test is discriminatory because
it eliminates potential candidates and deprives voters of
the right to elect whomever they feel is best qualified to
serve, and because incumbents seeking re-election were
exempt from having to take the test.
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Albert Taylor is sharing his
memories of growing up in
Harrodsburg with e Advo-
cate-Messenger during Black
History Month.

Several years ago, Taylor
began collecting photo-
graphs, newspaper clippings
and other memorabilia that
represent his childhood
years in Harrodsburg. He
also collected information
for the Heritage Festival.

“I've been a packrat for a
long time,” he said as he
looked through albums filled
with memories.

He has information on
Harrodsburg churches and
schools, Danville history,
and about himself while he
was in the military.

Born and raised in Har-
rodsburg, Taylor is 84 years
old. He is a son of the late
Fred and Jeanetta Taylor. He
graduated in 1946 from West
Side High School and went to
the West Kentucky Profes-
sional Training School, a
technical school in Paducah,
for two years.

Taylor served his country

in the Army from 1950 to
1957 as a combat soldier and
staff sergeant in the Korean
War. He served on the front
lines for 14 months and
earned three battle medal
stars. He is a Kentucky
Colonel and has served on
the Human Rights Commis-
sion.

He and his first wife, Myr-
tle Faulkner, have two
daughters, Francine and Al-
berta. 

Taylor and his current
wife, the former Loretta Hen-
rietta Nelson, live in Danville,
where he spent 35 years
working at Corning Glass
Works before he retired. She
has three children, Barbara,
Lonetta and Marvin Smith. 

Together, they have five
grandchildren, five great-
grandchildren, and nine
great-great-grandchildren.

Taylor and his sister, Min-
nie Bell Taylor, spent their
early years as members of
First Baptist Church, Har-
rodsburg. He sang in the
choir and worked with the
youth and in Sunday School.

Currently, he is a member
and deacon of First Baptist
Church, Stanford.

INFORMATION SOUGHT
Carlton Jackson, a University Distinguised Professor of His-

tory at Western Kentucky University, is beginning to research
Kentuckian George M. Chinn. Jackson said he is seeking mem-
ories and remembrances of George Chinn.
“I'd like to have anecdotes: true, false, funny, sad, etc. — as

many as possible,” Jackson said. “Also, I'd like to know about
collections of letters and diaries, if any. As you may know, Col.
Chinn was an arms expert, and he served in World War II, Korea,
and was brought back to active duty during the Vietnam con-
flict.”
Jackson can be reached at carlton.jackson@wku.edu.
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Albert Taylor talks about the history of Harrodsburg churches he has
collected for many years.

Local man shares his memories

First Baptist Church has 
been around since 1940
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Elijah Reed, left, watches as Nathan Wilson, right, standing in front center, burns a note showing First Baptist Church, Harrodsburg, is debt free
in the 1940s when the Rev. A.R. Lasley, was pastor. He is at far left, standing in front holding a white paper. Reed and Wilson are deacons at First
Baptist Church, Harrodsburg. 

Choir members of
First Baptist Church,
Harrodsburg, from left,
are: Katie Hayes,
Jeanetta Taylor, Mary
Hines, Mary Hunn,
Obanda Taylor, Pastor
E.E. Fields, Bee Tyler,
Florence Coleman
Bartleston, Mary Ellen
Taylor, Della Lyons and
Mary Wilson. Members
of a children’s choir at
First Baptist Church,
Harrodsburg, are pic-
tured with their leader,
Marie Hunn, standing
center in back row. The
children from left, are:
seated, Paul Lyons and
his cousin Ben Patton.
Standing, Louana
Sallee, Phyllis Bryant,
Minnie Bee Taylor and
Pauline Lyons.
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