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Art is “ … how we work
out what things mean.” at
is the belief of Tyler Rowe,
one of the Bonner Program
Scholars with Centre Col-
lege. Rowe has jumped into
the work of maintaining the
current huge exhibit at the
Community Arts Center, to
help the non-profit organi-
zation out during one of its
busiest times. 

Rowe walks out of execu-
tive director Mary Beth
Touchstone’s office, imme-
diately lights up and says,
“Working with Mary Beth is
fun.” 

Adds Centre College
freshman Kelcey Allen, “It’s
been really interesting and
enlightening learning how
non-profits work. I’ve never
really interacted with one
before, and it’s been eye-
opening.” 

Allen always has been in-
terested in art and feels she’s
learning more every day.
Whether working on
spreadsheet guest lists or
operating the Mars Rover
learning station, Allen —
who is considering a major
in international studies —

quickly dives into whatever
she is asked to do. 

“Where art is concerned,
I really feel like people paint
to see the world better,”
Rowe, a drama and classics
major, says. 

People do a lot of things
because of art, he adds. 

“I’m here, and others
should be too, to do some-
thing awesome to support
this place,” Rowe says. “Art is
something we shouldn’t
lose. I think art centers bring
people — the community —
together.” 
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Watch out — you never know when
a sudden burst of energy will hit you,
emitted from a beam around the cor-
ner. 

Or maybe Love Potion No. 9 will be
“shot” into your heart by Cupid’s ...
gun?

As a part of”SPACE … Imagine
at!,” presented by Danville Pedi-
atrics, the Community Arts Center en-
listed the help of anyone interested to
create a unique ray gun in the Ray Gun
Design Contest. e entries received
have been imaginative and varied. 

“e Falicia” ray gun appears to be
made from cans and elaborate,
brightly-colored tape. e Community
Arts Center asked contestants to de-
scribe their ray gun’s abilities and
urged creators to be as imaginative as
possible. 

e Falicia is said to shoot a small
black hole for 15 seconds, as well as a
plasma beam for 100 yards, before it
burns out. e ray gun has a scope to
be able to see as far as it shoots, and
can shoot electricity from its tip. e
creator added that the ray gun has a

nuclear battery. 
In an elaborate entry in the adult

level of the contest, the Death Ray gun
is mounted on a train car so it can be
hidden in the side of a mountain, un-
detected by outer space satellites. e
creator writes, “e concept was de-
rived from the German guns mounted
on train cars and hidden from view in-
side of caves during World War II.” 

ere is some competition here, but
still time to enter. Anyone who wants to
submit an entry may do so by the end
of the business day Monday. e win-
ners will receive a collection of
mounted ray guns (children’s category)
from the retro science fiction room or a
reproduction of a classic Buck Rogers
comic book cover painting, recreated
especially for the exhibit as well. 

The legendary former
astronaut Story Musgrave
has come and gone, but the
dome still stands to be dis-
covered and Galileo still
speaks the dangerous truth.

There is a week left for
the “SPACE … Imagine
That!” exhibit, presented by
Danville Pediatrics, at the
Community Arts Center —
Feb. 26 is the last day. The
Discovery Dome has seen
its fair share of fun and ex-
citement. So has Galileo, as
he continues to reign over
his basement lair. 

Numerous classes on
school field trips, from
near and far, have tromped
through the hallways dur-
ing the past two months,
asking questions about the
solar system, which astro-
naut is in which NASA
photo and how they got to
the moon, and how does
the Theremin make the
sound it does. 

But the grandest reac-
tions of all have come from
inside the dome, where stu-
dents and visitors from pre-
school to high school age
and even adults have been
heard to gasp with amaze-
ment, squeal with delight
and even shriek from unex-
pected surprises that pop
up during the educational
programs. Watching the
change on the visitors’
faces — from the time they
walk into the dome to the
time they come out — has
been gratifying for many. 

The same can be said for

visitors’ who exited the
staircase leading back up
from Galileo’s basement
lair. 

“It’s been a challenge,
but a rewarding one,” says
Community Arts Center
Program Director Brandon
Long, who portrays Galileo. 

Long puts his creative
genius to work on this one,
molding and crafting
“Galileo’s Dangerous
Truth” into a conversation-
style event involving the
audience and capturing its
attention each time.  

“It’s taking a timeless
message of determination
and adapting it for different
age groups. Different audi-
ences get different things
out of it, and that’s been
great,” he adds.

And it has paid off. Nu-
merous phone calls stream
in after field trips from par-
ents and chaperones who
came with a child’s group
and plan to return, but
want to make certain

Galileo will be available.
The presentation seems to
resonate with people of all
ages. 

As Long put it — every-
one gets something differ-
ent out of it. 

Artists-in-the-making

Congratulations to the
kids’ coloring contest win-
ners. A challenge was is-
sued to area school
children— and they an-
swered.

Lisi’s Art Lab has a fresh,
new wall covering of kids’

coloring contest entries.
Just as the team of interns
and volunteers finished
posting stacks of brightly-
colored planets, new bun-
dles were dropped off by
more teachers. 

“So many children are
visual learners. (The col-
oring contest) is impor-
tant to pull them in,” says
Cathie Harris, a retired art
teacher who volunteers
for the CAC. “Especially
the little ones. It gives
them a visual to tie into, a
way for their little minds
to grasp things.” 

Harris adds, “I love to
color!” but admits she
doesn’t always stay within
in the lines. “It’s a very
soothing thing to do.” 

Special thanks go to The
A d v o c a t e - M e s s e n g e r ’s
Candi Campbell, Newspa-
per in Education coordina-
tor, and sales
representative Lorie
Baugh, both of whom
thoughtfully reviewed each
coloring sheet in every age
group to come up with the
winners. 

The winners can pick up
their gift bags at the front

desk of the Arts Center dur-
ing regular business hours.
They are: 

n Age 5 and younger —
Graci Williams, Woodlawn
Elementary School

n Age 6 — Clayra Dar-
nell, Jennie Rogers Elemen-
tary School

n Age 7 — Ryan Clark-
son, Hogsett Elementary
School

n Age 8 — Tori Sweeney,
homeschool

n Age 9 — Anna Swann,
Hogsett

n Age 10 and older —
Zachary Thornton, Hogsett 

Arts Center blockbuster
ending with a bang 

Still time to get to ‘SPACE!’ 

SO YOU KNOW 
Danville Pediatrics presents

“SPACE … Imagine That!,”
which is open 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, and 1-5
p.m. Sunday. 
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The walls of Lisi’s Art Lab have been magically changed into a plethora of color, thanks to the many school kids who returned their coloring contest
sheets to the Community Arts Center. 
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This elaborate entry into the Community Arts Center’s Ray Gun Design
Contest is called “Death Ray.” It is based on the concept of German guns
mounted on train cars and hidden from view in caves during World War II. 

Ray Gun Design Contest has creators
coming out of the woodwork
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“The Falicia” appears to be made of recycled cans, and the creator describes it as being able to
shoot a black hole for 15 seconds, plus a plasma beam up to 100 yards. It has a nuclear battery.
The Falicia is a submission in the Ray Gun Design Contest.

SCHOLARS WHO GIVE 

CAC gives props to
Bonner Scholars
who help out

Tyler Rowe, a Centre College sophomore who studies drama and clas-
sics, is one of the Community Arts Centers’s interns who help wherever
needed on a daily basis. 

Kelcey Allen, a Centre College
freshman considering international
studies, has helped the Commu-
nity Arts Center daily as an intern. 
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