
B10  Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 11-12, 2012 |  GOLF | www.kentuckynewera.com   

McIlroy, Bjorn
share 2nd-round
lead in Dubai

BY MICHAEL CASEY

AP SPORTS WRITER

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates — Rory McIlroy
and Thomas Bjorn each
shot 7-under 65 to share the
lead Friday after the sec-
ond round of  the Dubai
Desert Classic.

McIlroy made seven
birdies, including a 25-yard
chip-in on No. 8. He over-
took first-round leader
Rafael Cabrera-Bello with a
13-under total of  131.

“I was never really under
pressure in any point of
the round,” said McIlroy,
the 2009 champion. “This
was very stress-free golf;
fairways most of  the time,
a lot of  greens, and gave
myself  a lot of  looks.”

Bjorn closed with two
birdies to tie McIlroy, fin-
ishing with five birdies on
the back nine. Cabrera-
Bello (69) was a shot behind
the leaders.

Fourth-ranked Martin
Kaymer (67) made a hole-
in-one on 16 to trail by two
strokes. Third-ranked Lee
Westwood (65) birdied his
last three holes to reach 10
under.

McIlroy liked his improved
driving after inconsistencies
led to a second-place finish at
the Abu Dhabi Champi-
onship two weeks ago.

“I’ve put that right for the
most part and felt really
confident off  the tee,” said
McIlroy, whose gallery in-
cluded girlfriend Caroline
Wozniacki.

Bjorn, who beat Tiger
Woods to win the tourna-
ment in 2001, started his
charge on the ninth when he
made three straight birdies
and closed with another pair
for a bogey-free 65.

“I went out and played
some solid stuff  all day. I’ve
done that for quite a long
time,” Bjorn said. “I have
just got to try and keep fo-
cused, keep going with what
I am doing. I am not making
too many big mistakes out
there and that is the key to
playing this golf  course.”

Kaymer (67) kept pace for
much of  the day at Emi-
rates Golf  Club, holding a
share of  the lead after 11.
But McIlroy birdied the
12th and Kaymer three-
putted for a bogey on his
13th. Just when it looked
like he might fall down the
leaderboard, he made a
hole-in-one on his 16th, hit-
ting an 8-iron 180 yards.

“It was very similar to
yesterday, hit a lot of  good
tee shots, a lot of  fairways, a

lot of  good iron shots,”
Kaymer said. “I didn’t make
a lot of  mistakes, so that cre-
ates a lot of  birdie chances.”

Westwood hit some of  the
best shots of  the day. He
closed with three birdies,
including on the 16th
where his approach shot
rolled within a foot of  the
cup. At 18, his eagle chip
skidded past the hole.

“I persevered really,”
Westwood said. “I gave my-
self a lot of  chances out
there and kept burning the
hole. Just left a few putts
hanging on the edges and I
just had to be really patient
and hit closer, and it was
nice do that on 16 and 17.”

The string of  strong fin-
ishes sets up the prospect
that three of  the world’s top
golfers — No. 1-ranked Luke
Donald is not here — com-
peting for the title on Sunday.

That was not lost on
Kaymer, who has twice
beaten second-ranked McIl-
roy on the final day in Abu
Dhabi.

“The only thing that mat-
ters is the trophy; to leave
Sunday afternoon knowing
you have beaten everyone.
That is the pure satisfac-
tion,” Kaymer said. “A few
players say the want to
win, but they don’t want it
as much as others. Rory is
one of  those people. He re-
ally wants to win.”

Despite two bogeys, Cabr-
era-Bello finished with a two
birdies over the last three
holes for sole possession of
third place. The 119th-
ranked Spaniard welcomed
the chance to compete with
the top players this weekend.

“Obviously, they are big
names,” Cabrera-Bello said
of  McIlroy, Kaymer and
Westwood. “They are at the
top of  the world rankings at
the moment, so they are
very, very experienced play-
ers and that’s all good. That
means that if  I’m playing
and competing with them,
then my golf  is improving.”

Kaymer was 11 under
with Scott Jamieson (68)
and Gregory Bourdy (67).

Westwood joined Marcel
Siem (69) and Stephen Gal-
lacher, who matched McIl-
roy’s 65.

The low round of  the day
went to Henrik Stenson of
Sweden, who had seven
birdies and an eagle to go
with two bogeys for a 64. He
was tied with Tano Goya at
8 under overall.

John Daly had a 72 and will
play on the weekend. Ryder
Cup captain Jose Maria Olaz-
abal shot a 74 to miss the cut.

Wi opens up 3-shot lead at Pebble
BY DOUG FERGUSON

AP GOLF WRITER

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. —
On a day when sunshine gave
way to a light rain, two things
stayed the same Friday at the
Pebble Beach National Pro-
Am. Charlie Wi was still atop
the leaderboard, and Tiger
Woods didn’t hole enough
putts to make up ground.

Wi escaped most of  the
rain at Pebble Beach, where
he holed a wedge from the
13th fairway for eagle and
limited the damage to a
bogey on his final hole for a
3-under 69 that allowed him
to open a three-shot lead.

Dustin Johnson was caught
off  guard by the rain in the
worst way. He stood in the
fourth fairway at Spyglass
with a short-sleeve shirt,
hands thrust in his pocket, as
his caddie sent a friend run-

ning up the hill to the parking
lot to retrieve his rain gear.
His short game let him down,
and the two-time Pebble
champion had to settle for a
72 that put him three back.

Padraig Harrington had a
66 at Pebble Beach and was
among those tied for third.
Harrington had five birdies
in a six-hole stretch early in
his round, the exception
coming at the par-5 sixth.

Woods, meanwhile, again
looked poised to make a
move over at Monterey
Peninsula. He missed a 5-foot
birdie putt on No. 9 and
failed to make birdie on the
par-5 10th when he pulled his
second shot into the gallery.
He had to settle for a 2-under
68, leaving him six behind.

Along the way, he stung
his wrist hitting out of  a
divot and said he had to pop
it back into the joint.

“No big deal,” he said.
The bigger deal was putting.

Woods took 33 putts on the
Shore Course, which he attrib-
uted to leaving the ball in the
wrong spot — mostly above
the hole — and struggling with
greens he felt were getting
slightly more bumpy as a mist
turned into a light rain.

“It’s very close,” said
Woods, playing this event for
the first time in 10 years. “I
got my ball-striking to
where I feel very comfort-
able hitting the shots. I just
need to make a couple of
putts to get on a roll.”

Phil Mickelson struggled
in sunshine. In rain, he ran
off  five birdies for a 65 at
Monterey Peninsula that
put him five shots behind.

“I don’t know what hap-
pened, but I started to play a lot
better and make some birdies,”
said Mickelson, a three-time

winner at Pebble. “In the per-
fect conditions, I struggled. But
to play these golf  courses in
such great condition either
way has been a lot of  fun.”

Wi was at 12-under 130 and
now heads to Spyglass Hill,
which has played slightly
tougher than the other two
courses.

In these shifting conditions,
Spyglass played about two
shots harder than it did
Thursday, while Pebble Beach
and Monterey Peninsula
were about one shot more dif-
ficult than the day before.

Only 56 players broke par,
compared with 87 in the
opening round.

That would explain what
was going through Wi’s mind
when he set off  at Pebble
Beach, knowing the course
gave up a pair of  63s in the
opening round. It sure didn’t
feel that easy.
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Charlie Wi (left) is congratulated by his amateur partner, Frank Quat-
trone,  after Wi hit for birdie on the 18th hole of the Pebble Beach
Golf Links course during the second round of the Pebble Beach 
National Pro-Am golf tournament Friday in Pebble Beach, Calif.
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Rory McIlroy from Northern Ireland plays a shot on the 13th hole during
the second round of Dubai Desert Classic Friday in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. 


