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WEEKEND

BY DAVE BOUCHER

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

ELKTON, Ky. — Although a
law can mandate some action, its
enforcement dictates whether
the measure has any teeth. 

Enforcement has proven diffi-
cult for the Todd County govern-
ment recently, as officials are
having problems ensuring local
businesses shell out mandated
payroll or net profit taxes.

In 2002, the county imple-
mented a 0.5 percent payroll tax
on businesses and on net pay for

people who are self-employed,
said Judge-Executive Daryl
Greenfield. The
taxed amount was
not to exceed $200
until late 2005,
when the county
increased the
maximum to $500,
County Treasurer
Tammy Robert-
son said.

The tax jumped
to 1 percent in
May of  2007, and has stayed the
same since. Greenfield said there

was a little buzz about the tax
when the changes were made —
more people knew about it, so
more people paid it. However, he
thinks both the participation in
and enforcement of  the tax has
been “too lax.”

“Some of  these small operators
probably aren’t even aware of
it,” Magistrate Alfred Blake said.
“I think there’s a lot of  money
out there we could get that we’re
not getting. I just don’t know how
to get it.”

Neither Greenfield nor Robert-
son felt comfortable estimating

how much potential revenue had
been left on the table, but Green-
field thought a great deal of  busi-

nesses already pay their taxes.
The larger problem is with
smaller farms and similar busi-
nesses, he said.

Confidentiality measures
within the ordinance can also
make it hard to estimate revenue
or pursue enforcement, both
Greenfield and Robertson said.
Only the treasurer is privy to the
personal information submitted
with the tax, but she does not
know whether each business in
the county has even filed with

County struggles to collect tax
Officials in Todd hope to pull more money from payroll tax
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BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A Christian County grand
jury returned
an indictment
Friday against
Michael A.
Burgess, the
Oak Grove man
who was shot
during a police
pursuit in De-
cember.

Burgess is
charged with the attempted
murder of  a police officer, three
counts of  first-degree wanton

endangerment, third-degree as-
sault, first-degree fleeing po-
lice, DUI, two counts of
first-degree criminal mischief,
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia and insurance and regis-
tration violations.

The charges stem from an in-
cident in which Burgess, 29, al-
legedly tried to run over
Trooper James McArthur dur-
ing a high-speed chase. 

At a preliminary hearing in
late December, KSP Detective
Lonnie Bell told a judge what
he believed happened the night
Burgess was shot.

Around 7:45 p.m. Dec. 3,

McArthur attempted to pull
over Burgess because his Sat-
urn matched the description of
a “suspicious vehicle.” Burgess
allegedly fled the trooper and
was chased from Beeker Road
to Rosetown Road when his Sat-
urn slid sideways. When
McArthur’s vehicle got close,
Burgess rammed it, Bell said.

The chase continued down
Rosetown Road where Burgess
lost control of  his vehicle and
spun almost 180 degrees. A
sheriff ’s deputy and McArthur
attempted to block Burgess’

Man charged with attempted murder of police officer

Burgess

Greenfield

SEE BURGESS, PAGE A6

BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

St. Luke Free Clinic pro-
vides health care to the
working uninsured and to
people who receive unem-
ployment or disability in-
come, or have worked in
the last six months, are in
school full time, or can
prove they’ve applied for
disability. Patients’ income
must be at or below 185
percent of  federal poverty
guidelines. For a family of
four, this would mean
$41,000 a year or less.

The clinic provides on-
going care for patients
with chronic health condi-
tions, assistance for ob-
taining medications,
referrals to specialists, ac-
cess to lab and radiology
services and physical ex-
aminations.

The Christian County
Health Department pays
the employees from a 

In 2011 
St. Luke 
clinic served
487 patients

SEE CLINIC, PAGE A6

BY ROGER ALFORD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Law-
makers approved a congres-
sional redistricting plan for
Kentucky on Friday, a day after
an attorney went to court to
ask a judge to take over the
issue.

The House voted 58-26 for the
plan, two hours after the Sen-
ate passed it 29-7. The heavily
debated measure, which also
reopens the congressional fil-

ing deadline for five days, was
signed into law by Gov. Steve
Beshear.

Despite protests from the
GOP, the plan bolsters the De-
mocrats’ hold on the 6th Con-
gressional District represented
by Democratic U.S. Rep. Ben
Chandler.

State Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr,
R-Lexington, called the pro-
posal the “Ben Chandler Life-
time Employment Act.”

Ky. lawmakers approve
congressional redistricting

SEE REDISTRICTING, PAGE A2
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Do you think you should have to sign a

receipt to use your credit card?

17 percent

83 percent

No — 37 votes

Yes — 180 votes

Most widely read local 
stories last week on 

kentuckynewera.com
— Authorities: One arrested in

Hopkinsville robbery, three on run
— 14-year-old charged in high

school bomb threat
— 6-year-old dies in dog attack
— Man shot to death on Fidelio
— Grand jury indicts accused 

cocaine dealer
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BY NICK TABOR

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

During his 38 years run-
ning an internal medicine
practice on South Main
Street, Dr. Terry Fuqua says
he brought in a smaller in-
come than most of  Hop-
kinsville’s physicians.

He’d spend an hour to do
every physical thoroughly.
He eschewed high-tech tests
—“gobbledygook,” he says —
preferring to test patients
with just his stethoscope and
his five senses, unless he
specifically needed the assis-
tance of  a machine. He made
house calls for patients who
couldn’t get to his building.
Often he took patients into
his private office to explain
their illnesses and treat-
ment, said Patty Gamble,
Fuqua’s nurse for many
years.

When patients came to him

and said they couldn’t pay,
he’d ask them to give him $5
a month. They could pay
their full bills later, but if
they coughed up just a little,
he’d keep treating them. It
showed they were trying.

Since the week after his re-
tirement in 2008, Fuqua, now
73, has spent every Wednes-
day morning volunteering at
St. Luke Free Clinic. Each
time he sees 12 to 15 working
people who can’t afford
health insurance, treating
most for diabetes or high
blood pressure.

To explain why he comes
back each week, Fuqua says
doctors have a duty to treat
people who can’t pay them. 

But this doesn’t reach the
heart of  the matter; Fuqua
isn’t driven by a sense of  ob-
ligation. Nor is it simply the
chance to stay connected to

Beyond duty
73-year-old doctor feels need 
to swing his still-sharp axe
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Hickey anticipating
bright future 
with LSU
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