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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND A contract
worker was killed Friday
morning in an accident
at AK Steel's Ashland
Works.
According to Boyd

County Coroner Mark
Hammond, Shaun Shel-
ton, 27, of  Westwood, an
employee of  Stein Inc.,
an AK Steel contractor,
died after he was acci-
dentally pulled onto a
conveyor belt.
A preliminary investi-

gation indicated workers
were loading slag onto
the conveyor when Shel-
ton saw something on
the belt that wasn't sup-
posed to be there, Ham-
mond said. As he was at-
tempting to retrieve the
object, another worker
inadvertently tripped the

switch and turned the
conveyor belt on, which
caused Shelton to be
dragged onto it.
Hammond said it ap-

peared Shelton died of
asphyxiation. His body
was sent to the state
Medical Examiner's Of-
fice in Frankfort for an
autopsy.
The accident occurred

just before 8 a.m. in the
Stein Inc. area, which is
located on the Ohio Riv-
er side of the mill.
Shelton had just re-

cently moved to West-
wood from Floyd County
and leaves behind a wife
and a 3-year-old child,
Hammond said.
Another Stein worker

suffered a broken ankle
in the incident and was
taken to King’s Daugh-
ters Medical Center for
treatment.

Worker
killed in
AK Steel
accident

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

CATLETTSBURG One of
the two suspects in the
January strong-armed
robbery of  a 64-year-old
woman at an Ashland
medical facility will be
getting a new attorney.
At a court hearing on

Friday, public defender
Jonathan Cochran told
Boyd Circuit Judge
George W. Davis III that
after reviewing the case,
he had determined it
would be a conflict of in-
terest for him to represent
Heather B. Griffith, 22.
However, Cochran in-

formed Davis his office
plans to continue repre-
senting Griffith’s co-de-
fendant, Roger C. Kittle
Jr., 29.
Cochran said he didn’t

believe it would be terri-
bly difficult to find con-
flict counsel for Griffith.
Davis scheduled an-

other pre-trial confer-
ence for March 30 and
said he would set trial
dates at that time. Assis-
tant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Jason Greer
said it was his office’s
plan to try Griffith and
Kittle separately.

Robbery
suspect
to get new
attorney
Conflict of interest cited

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

WEST LIBERTY While Boyd
and Greenup counties
seemed to have been spared
from the wrath of  a storm
system which wreaked hav-
oc across the state Friday
evening, nearby counties
were not so lucky.
The small town of  West

Liberty in Morgan County
took the blunt of the system
that ripped across the state.
“It’s gone. West Liberty is

gone,” a dispatcher for the
Kentucky State Police Post
in Morehead said.
The dispatcher said all of

the post’s officers had been
dispatched for rescue and
recovery operations.
Phone service in Morgan

County was out throughout
the evening.
West Liberty, about 80

miles east of Lexington, was
also hit by a tornado and
storms on Wednesday.
Two fatalities were con-

firmed in Morgan County.
Kentucky State Police

Sgt. Jennifer Sandlin of the
Pikeville post said officers
from the Morehead post,
which covers West Liberty,
called shortly before 7:30
p.m. asking for assistance in
the town.
“They’ve asked that we

send a rescue squad from
our post district to assist
them,” Sandlin said. “There

‘It’s gone’

‰Small town takes direct hit from
system; deaths adding up across Ky.

16TH REGION PUT ON HOLD
Tournament postpones games, set to resume today / B1

Westwood man
pulled into
conveyor belt

LOUISVILLE (AP) Tornadoes touched down in mul-
tiple counties as a storm system slammed the state
for the second time in three days, killing five people.
Spokesman Terry Sebastian of Gov. Steve

Beshear’s office said four people were killed in
Menifee County in eastern Kentucky and one in
Kenton County, near Cincinnati.
A 12-person rescue team from Lexington was

heading to West Liberty in Morgan County to try to
reach storm victims, Beshear’s office said. The
downtown area there sustained heavy damage, and
Beshear sent 50 Kentucky National Guard troops
and a mobile Guard unit to the county to help with
recovery.
Kentucky Emergency Management spokesman

Beshear declares
state emergency

ABOVE: Vehicles, including two police cruisers, are piled up in front of West Liberty City Hall Friday. BELOW: Survivors of
a tornado walk through debris to a temporary shelter at a doctor’s office in West Liberty.  JOHN FLAVELL / ASSOCIATED PRESS

West Liberty devastated by
second tornado in 3 days

Assistance dispatched to affected counties
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