
IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky,

AN EDITORIAL

Time for decision
This is the moment of decision for Eastern Kentucky.
Is the area going to be permitted to become a part of the great

American way of life and standard of living, or is it to be abandoned
to a kind or third-ra- te economy and citizenship unequaled among
white peoples anywhere in the world?

Eastern Kentucky today is flat on its back, as the result of the sec-
ond record-shatteri- ng flood in six years. It will never stand tall

by itself.
Our people and our economy are tired, worn out, exhausted. We

do not have the money, the energy nor the willpower to dig our-
selves out of the mud--t- o clean ana refurbish our homes, our busi-
nesses. Even the very few who might do the required job oh their
homes and businesses hate to do so for what's to keep it all from
being devastated again tomorrow by mud and waters of another
heavy rain?

Gone is the rationalization that while the 1957 flood was a pretty
bad one, things like that happen only once a century. This on

no longer is possible. All of us must now go to bed each
night not knowing what havoc morning may bring.

Reports we hear from Hazard and Pikeville indicate that the ma-
jority of businessmen whose investments of a lifetime were wiped
out six years ago are calling it quits. They borrowed heavily from
banks and the Small Business Administration after the 1957 flood to
purchase new inventories and repair buildings and equipment. Most
only now were beginning to pay off those 1957 loans. With that
1957 loan still hanging over their heads, are these merchants and
automobile dealers, wholesalers and retailers to take on a new bur-
den of debt only to be flooded out again tomorrow? Many are say-
ing no, they are through, they will move out of Eastern Kentucky.

This business of moving out of Eastern Kentucky might work if
we could all move if we could all find jobs and homes and busi-
nesses in other areas of the state and nation.

But as a practical matter. Eastern Kentuckians can't move. Sure,
the business, industrial, professional and civic leaders of the area
can. Mosr'still can cash in their savings and set up shop somewhere
else.

But there are hundreds of thousands of Eastern Kentuckians who
cannot move. Many have tried. But they are too old or too young,
too poorly educated, too sick, too poorly trained to make the move.

The future of Eastern Kentucky is only too painfully clear assum-
ing the exodus of the able gets under way. Left will be-- only those
who are incapable of leaving, and by and large these persons will
be incapable of supporting themselves on the carcass of a once pros-
perous area.

We do not believe we are unduly pessimistic when we say we see
the day --coming when only the lame and the blind, the old and the
young and those of limited intellectual and or educational attain-
ment will be left. We could well have a population composed of
some 80 per cent unemployed and unemployable, supplemented by
a handful of government caseworkers, a few school teachers, court-
house officials and other publicly supported workers. We have been
rushing madly in this direction tor some years.

We find nothing reassuring in pronouncements from representatives
of federal agencies who have been in Eastern Kentucky the past few
days. Every time there is a flood, these people pay lip service to
the problems of Eastern Kentucky and the Appalachian area in gen-

eral.
But all we have had is pointless survey after pointless survey,

empty promise after empty promise all touchingly accompanied
by a few crocodile tears.

True, Eastern Kentucky has had swarms of "experts" from Frank-

fort and Washington crawling around the area the pagt few years.
We have met ancf talked with dozens of them. With few exceptions
they seem to feel they are being punished for past conduct by being
sent into such a God-forsak- en area. They resent having to come'
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Letcher County digging out
Letcher County joined the rest

of Eastern Kentucky this week in
digging out from the mud left by
the worst flood in the area's his-

tory.
The Kentucky River crested in

Whitesburg at about 18 inches
below the record izi in 1957,
butelsewhere in Letcher County
the river often exceeded or

its 1957 depth. In other
parts of Eastern Kentucky it set
new records.

And the mud was worse than it
had ever been. In Pike County,
where the Big Sandy overflowed
its banks, some houses were al-

most buried under mud.
Deposits of silt left by receding

waters were noticeably heavier
than they had been in previous
floods.

Water ran five feet deep in the
streets bf Neon Tuesday morning.
It was gone within a few hours,
but the town is still cleaning its
streets.

Hardly a creek valley escaped
damage, and the areas around
Blackey, Jeremiah, Linefork and"
Kingdom Come were especially

Can't rescind motion
Atty. Gen. John Breckinridge

ruled this week that the Letcher
County Board of Education can't
rescind its controversial motion
changing the boundaries of school
board divisions.

The attorney general said such
action would constitute redisrict-
ing more than once in five years
and would be in violation of the
law.

Here is the text of his letter to
Supt. Sanford Adams, who re-
quested the opinion:
This is in answer to your letter

of February 20 in which you state
that on February 11. 1963 the
Letcher County Board of Educa-

tion passed an order at a regular
meeting chaagingthe boundaries
of the divisions of the Letcher
County School District. Legal
notice of these changes were
carried by the local newspaper
as directed by KRS 160.210.
Since then a member of the
Board has raised the question as
to whether or not the action of
the Board taken, as above stated,
maybe rescinded and if so, what
would be the time limitations.
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hard hit. Many whose homes
were not damaged suffered loss of
valuable farm lands.

All roads into Whitesburg were
blocked for several hours Tuesday
morning, Many Main Street
stores had water in their base-

ments and several residents of
the Upper Bottom area had water
in their homes.

Whitesburg Fire Chief Remious
Day and a crew of five-me- were
up all night to warn residents of
the rising waters, The group in-

cluded Mayor Ferdinand Moore,
Patrolman Eddie Howard and Joe
Pack, Herb Smith and Police
Chief 'Bu'l Combs. Day rounded
up trucks to help move furniture
and residents of the area stayed
up to help their neighbors, Kyva
Motor Co. moved vehicles from
its garage to permit storage of
furniture there. Home Lumber
Co. sent its trucks and crews.

Other Letcher County residents
were not so fortunate. Many
were warned only by the roar of
the water that a flood was im-

pending. Power was off in the
area from about 8 p.

m. on.

Changes in the boundary lines
of school divisions are governed
by KRS 1G0.210 and it is appar-
ent that the Letcher County
School Board proceeded to change
the division boundary Mines in
the manner prescribed therein.
In other words, the statute has
been complied with as required
by KRS 160.210 and once these
requirements have been met. we
do not believe that such action
can be rescinded or, in fact,
changed for five years except in
the case of a 'change due to an-
nexation or the merger of dis-
tricts, as provided in the referred
to statute."

At the school board's meeting
Monday, Board members voted
to award contracts next month
for a new elementary school on
Cowan and an addition to. the
Eolia school.

Board. member Ray Collins said
he was for the Cowan school but
objected to the board's building
a lunchroom-multi-purpo- se room
at Eolia when Whitesburg grade
school and high school are in
worse need of buildings.

noon Tuesday.
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County officials still have not
completed their assessment of
the damage, which was especi-
ally heavy to roads and bridges,
already weakened by a bad win-

ter.
Representatives of the Ameri-

can Red Cross arrived Thursday
and began distributing emergen-
cy food and clothing money and
taking apllications for further
help.

County JudgeJames M. Caudill
asked all persons who know if
flood damage to roads, bridges,
homes, etc., to notify his of-

fice. Those who have, already
listed their losses at County ent

Jim Kendrick's office need
not list again, he said.

Persons in need of "clothing or
food and replacement of house-
hold items and furniture should
contact the Red Cross in offices
in the postoffice basement here.

Many families slept in their
cars the night of the flood and
for several nights afterward.

The first cots and blankets
from Red Cross did not arrive
until 60 hours after the flood
struck. Some 86 cots and more
than 250 blankets have been dis-

tributed so far.
The Red Cross will investigate

each cascof home damage be-

fore giving money.
Judge Caudill was in Frankfort

when the flood struck, and Fer-

dinand Moore, county civil de-

fense director, was husy with
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APRIL JURY

LIST CHOSEN

Circuit Clerk W. L. Stallard
Jr. announced today the grand
and petit jury list for the April
term of circuit court.

The list includes:
J.D. Maggard, Eolia; Dave

Dixon, Blackey; Wilburn Hamp-
ton, Jeremiah; Bill Fields (Kelly)
Whitesburg; Rev. Lloyd Pike,
Mayking; Dave A. Kincer, May-kin- g;

Johnny Whitaker, Payne
Gap; Watson Adams, Cromona;
Mrs. John M. Wilder, Neon;,
Dallas Daniels, Jenkins; M.E.
Baine, Dunham; Crit Webb,
Mayking; Bryan Bartley, Jen-
kins; Jerry Back, Letcher.

Walter Blair, Blackey; Monroe
Cornett, Crown; Johnnie Fleenor,
Whitesburg; E.B. Morrison,
Carcassonne; Watson Sexton,
Isom; Greenberry Harris, Dun-
ham; Monroe Halcomb, Van;
Mander Blair, Jeremiah; Johnny
Lewis, Gilley.

Crit Belcher, Burdine; L.B.
McWilliams, Dunham; Marjorie
D. Adams, Whitesburg; Mrs.
Ivy Preston, Jenkins; Mrs. Nora
Blair, Whitesburg; Jasper Camp-
bell, McRdberts; Mr.s Clay
Goins; Whitesburg; Jim Blair,
Jeremiah; William Sexton,

Willie Lucas, Whitesburg.
Jim Niece, Colson; Crit

Carcassonne; Mrs. Car-

rie Blair, Whitesubrg; J.R.
Whitaker, Letcher; Victor Camp-
bell, Blackey; Isaac Mitchell
Jr. , Roxana; Mrs. Kern Whit-

aker, Blackey; Bill Whitaker,
Carcassonne; Charlie Adams,
Jeremiah; Cro Adams, Isom;
Carl Whitaker, Blackey; Gemie
Croucher, Jeremiah; Hiram Cau-

dill, Blackey; Ervin Collins,
Joe Pratt, Southdown.

Mrs. Thelma Stewart, Neon;
(Dock) Collins, Whitesburg; Jim
Short, Whitesburg; Hiram Bailey,
Letcher; Randall Maggard, Col-

son; Julia L. Plummer, Jenkins;
E. C. Blair, Whitesburg; Robert
Halcomb, Gordon; Dawson D.
Back, Jeremiah; Carl B. Adams,
Jeremiah; Lee Adams Sr.;
Jeremiah.


