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The Kentucky 
skillet from 
Alisa Toninato. 

Central Kentucky 
faith leaders reflect 

on gun debate 
LIFE + FAITH, B6 

Results of high school 
district tournaments
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GAME DAY: MISSOURI AT KENTUCKY  9 P.M. SATURDAY

MAKING A POINT
SPORTS, C1:  All eyes figure to be on Missouri’s Phil Pressey, the Southeastern 
Conference’s pre-season Player of the Year, and Kentucky’s point guard, Ryan Harrow
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Artists create a bevy of 
Bluegrass State items
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WASHINGTON — With au-
tomatic federal budget cuts al-
most certain to take effect in one 
week, the White House and top 
Democrats on Friday sought to 
increase the pressure on congres-
sional Republicans to agree to a 

compromise that could prevent 
disruptions in government ser-
vices after March 1.

Jay Carney, President Barack 
Obama’s press secretary, said the 
administration backed a plan by 
Senate Democrats to enact a com-
bination of spending cuts and tax 
increases that would buy time for 
negotiations over a larger deficit 

reduction package. He called on 
Republicans, who say they will 
not accept any tax increases, to 
begin talks.

“We’re not seeing much inter-
est at this point from Republican 

leaders in even engaging in a dis-
cussion about how we can move 
forward with a balanced pack-
age,” Carney said.

Obama privately told Demo-
cratic governors that his public 
campaign against Republicans 
was not producing results, as the 

A week from sequestration, optimism wanes
By Jonathan Weisman 

and Jackie Calmes
The New York Times

See SEQUESTER, A2

Impacts: Officials plan for automatic 
cuts, warn of consequences. Page A2

Some state legislators 
hope to add 6% sales 

tax to help fix an 
ailing pension system

LOTTERY 
GAMBIT

FRANKFORT — Democratic 
House leaders want to raise cash for 
the state’s ailing pension system by 
adding a 6 percent sales tax to Ken-

tucky Lottery pur-
chases and expanding 
the selection of lot-
tery games .

House State Gov-
ernment Chairman 
Brent Yonts, D-Green-
ville, said adding the 
sales tax  could gener-
ate about $49 million 
a year for the state. 
Offering more lottery 
games could generate 
an additional $70 mil-

lion to $90 million, he said.
Combined, Yonts said, the changes 

would provide the $120 million in Gen-
eral Fund money needed by July 1, 2014, 
to fully fund Kentucky’s pension system 
for state workers, which has only half 
the money it is projected to need to pay 
current and future retirees.

By Beth Musgrave 
and Jack Brammer

bmusgrave@herald-leader.com
jbrammer@herald-leader.com

See PENSION, A2
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ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS WARE 
cware@herald-leader.com

The Explorium of Lexington and the new 
owners of Victorian Square said Friday they 
have reached a financial agreement that will 
let the children’s museum stay in its current 
location.

The museum’s rent will increase from the 
current $6.11 per square foot to $9.89 per 
square foot. The rent will then increase 25 
cents per square foot each year until the mu-
seum pays $10.89, Explorium board chairman 
Tim Davis said.

In 2018, if the Explorium wants to stay 
where it is, the rent would go up 1.5 percent.

The Explorium board met Friday to agree 
to the financial portion of the contract.

Davis emphasized that the Explorium and 
the Victorian Square owners have not yet 
signed a lease; the parties are still talking 
about other terms, such as who pays if an air-
conditioning unit breaks.

“We have to see if those terms are agree-
able to us, but obviously, I feel we have cleared 
a significant portion of the hurdle with the fi-
nancial agreement,” Davis said, adding he ex-
pected the two sides to reach agreement on 
the other terms.

Davis said he was pleased with the agree-
ment and that the museum would be allowed 
to remain where it has been for more than two 
decades. “We reached a deal that is favorable 
to us and to them. We are pleased we were 
able to work together on this,” he said.

Victorian Square — at Main Street and 

Explorium 
reaches 
a deal,  

will stay 
where it is 
MUSEUM AGREES TO RENT HIKE 

IN VICTORIAN SQUARE; FINAL 
TERMS BEING HAMMERED OUT

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune @herald-leader.com
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the deal...

Unlike any women’s facility in the state, The Women’s
Hospital at Saint Joseph East provides state-of-the-art
maternity care. Featuring patient-centered design
and amenities, with the entire family’s comfort in
mind, we offer the outstanding patient experience
that you expect from Saint Joseph. The facility is
dedicated exclusively to women’s services.

Learn more at 859.313.2255 or visit
TheWomensHospitalKY.org to watch a virtual tour.

Unique Care for
New Arrivals and Families

Avis Carr, MD
LEXINGTON
P: 859.244.1976

RICHMOND
P: 859.623.7800

NICHOLASVILLE
P: 859.244.1976

Elizabeth Elkinson, MD
LEXINGTON
P: 859.967.5848

BEREA
P: 859.985.8100

Kristi McKenzie, MD
LEXINGTON
P: 859.967.5848

Anthony J. Smith, MD
LEXINGTON
P: 859.967.5848

RICHMOND
P: 859.623.7800

Saint Joseph Obstetrics
& Gynecology Associates:

Pictured from left to right:
Kristi McKenzie, MD, Anthony J. Smith, MD,
Elizabeth Elkinson, MD & Avis Carr, MD


