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The U.S. military once again con-
demned the actions of some of its
troops in Afghanistan on Wednesday
after photographs surfaced of smil-
ing soldiers posing with dead insur-
gents in the latest battlefield scandal.

The photographs, obtained by the
Los Angeles Times, show soldiers
posing next to Afghan corpses, in-
cluding the mangled body of a suicide
bomber hoisted by his ankles. In an-

other shot, which
the newspaper de-
scribed but did not
publish, two sol-
diers hold up a
dead man’s hand,
extending his
middle finger.

The 18 photo-
graphs were tak-
en in 2010 in Zabul

province by soldiers from the 82nd
Airborne’s 4th Brigade Combat
Team, the newspaper reported. Al-

though the pictures were dated, the
fresh disclosure of misconduct ex-
tends a string of recent incidents in
which U.S. troops have disrespected
the dead, allegedly killed Afghan ci-
vilians and desecrated the Quran.

U.S. officials, concerned that the
cumulative impact will further alien-
ate an Afghan public already weary
of foreign military occupation, dis-
avowed the actions depicted in the
photographs and said they had al-

A new Afghan setback
Newly published photos show American soldiers posing with corpses

By Craig Whitlock
The Washington Post

See AFGHAN, Page A2
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky’s Supreme
Court appeared willing Wednesday to uphold
Jefferson County’s student-assignment plan
— with several justices questioning whether
state law guarantees students seats in their
neighborhood schools.

Although no ruling was issued after more
than 45 minutes of arguments, school board
officials and advocates such as the Louisville
NAACP said the seven justices’ comments
have them hoping that they will overturn an

appeals court ruling striking down the dis-
trict’s plan.

“You never can tell, but they appeared to
be receptive to our arguments,” Jefferson
County School Board Chairman Steve Im-
hoff said. “I feel pretty good.”

But Louisville attorney Teddy Gordon,
who is representing several parents who
sued the district after their children didn’t
get a spot in their neighborhood schools,
said he believes the justices will decide that
state law supports his clients. Gordon per-
suaded the U.S. Supreme Court in 2007 to in-

Ky. justices may favor JCPS

Hearing arguments Wednesday before the Kentucky Supreme Court are, from left, Justices Bill Cunningham, Daniel Venters and Lisabeth Hughes Abramson, Chief Justice John
D. Minton Jr., Deputy Chief Justice Mary C. Noble, and Justices Wil Schroder and Will T. Scott. PHOTOS BY JAMES CRISP/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

“Because of where buildings
are and populations aren’t,
everyone can’t attend the closest
school.”
JCPS ATTORNEY BYRON LEET

“The contemplation (by
lawmakers was that) these
children go to the school where
they enroll.”
PLAINTIFFS’ ATTORNEY TED GORDON

Questions seem to lean toward student-assignment plan

By Chris Kenning
ckenning@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See JCPS, Page A4
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UK’S WINNING WAYS
MAY NOT BE EASY FOR
CALIPARI TO DUPLICATE

For every dollar a white man
makes in Indiana, his female
counterpart pulls in 72 cents.

If she happens to be black, that
drops to 67 cents.

Latina? A mere 55 cents.
That startling wage gap,

which has remained stagnant for
several years, puts the state in
the unenviable position of rank-

ing fifth-worst in the nation when
it comes to equity in women’s pay.

“It really is astounding,” said
Sarah Crawford, director of
workplace fairness at the Nation-
al Partnership for Women & Fam-
ilies, a nonprofit advocacy group
that released the report this week
on the nation’s pay gap. “But it’s
not just Indiana. I can tell you on a
national scale, unfortunately, we
haven’t made much progress.”

The national wage gap comes

in at 77 cents. A breakdown of the
50 states shows Vermont and
California tying for first at 84
cents, and Wyoming coming in
last at 64 cents.

Why Indiana managed to fall
so far down on the list is a compli-
cated — and controversial —
question that could encompass as
many as a dozen factors, from the
types of jobs women hold to the
job mix in the state to whether
women are staying in the work-

force or taking breaks to have
children.

But at least one Indiana econo-
mist thinks the ranking has ev-
erything to do with the state’s de-
mographics.

“Do we have more women
with families? Do we have more
single women? Do we have wom-
en who left to have children? Or
do we have women who stayed in
the workforce constantly,” said
Matt Will, a finance professor at
the University of Indianapolis.
“What is our divorce rate, our
education level? This is com-

pletely demographically based.”
Why it’s happening here and

nationwide, however, has been
one of the biggest debates in the
workplace. Some have called it a
myth.

“A myth? I doubt that very
much,” said Jerry Conover, di-
rector of the Indiana Business
Research Center at Indiana Uni-
versity.

While not having seen the da-
ta, Conover had his own thoughts
on why Indiana ranked poorly.

WOMEN’S PAY GAP AMONG LARGEST
Despite slow gains, state fifth from bottom in U.S.
By Dana Hunsinger Benbow
The Indianapolis Star

See GAP, Page A6
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