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Kentucky guard Marquis Teague scores Saturday in the third round of the NCAA tournament against Iowa
State in Louisville. Teague had a career-high 24 points against the Cyclones.

freshman Kyle Wiltjer once.
“They have a lot of multi-

dimensional guys. They can score
from 3, they can score on the pull
up and they can get to the rim,”
Crean said. “John is such a good
coach for a lot of reasons, but I
think more than ever this year,
this team really shares the basket-
ball. And those guys are just
scratching the surface of where
they’re going to be.”

Then there’s Kentucky’s sti-
fling defense.

With four more blocks, Ken-
tucky will surpass Connecticut’s
2004 record of 315 blocks in a
season thanks primarily to Davis,
who has a nation’s best 166. The
Wildcats also lead Division I in
field goal percentage defense at
37 percent.

“What we are is a good defen-
sive team,” Calipari said. “We’re
an athletic team. We’re a driving
team. If we make 3s, we’re a real-

ly strong team.”
Calipari often says that all of

his players averaged 25 points a
game in high school and could
score that many in college with a
corresponding number of shots.

“They share,” Calipari said.
“I’ve got a good crew, a good
group of guys.”

All seven averaged at least 19.6
points in their respective senior
years with Davis leading the way
with 32 points, 22 rebounds and
seven blocks as last year’s con-
sensus No. 1 recruit in Calipari’s
third straight top recruiting class.

Davis continues to win numer-
ous accolades, becoming Ken-
tucky’s first winner of the Oscar
Robertson Trophy on Tuesday,
the national player of the year
selected by the U.S. Basketball
Writers Association.

“The recognition is nice, but I
want to win the biggest award of
them all and that’s the national

championship,” Davis said. “I
have to stay humble and keep
working.”

Calipari has maintained all
along that they’re only focused on
their own games and not what’s
ahead in the bracket or the tourna-
ment, so he’s not playing up the
rematch with Crean or the
Hoosiers.

“It’s about how do we play our
best. Let’s not get too fancy. Let’s
not get too crazy,” Calipari said.
“This isn’t like the trick them
time. When you end up trying to
trick at this time of the season,
you know who you trick? Your-
self. You trick yourself.

“We’ve established who we
are. They’ve established who they
are. We have a good idea how
they’ll play us. (Crean) knows
how we’re going to play them.
Throw it up, and let’s see what
happens.”
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By COLIN FLY
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — Louisville
captains Kyle Kuric and Chris
Smith reverted to walk-on status
this season when coach Rick
Pitino needed more scholarships
to land a large incoming class.

It’s worked out for everyone.
Kuric and Smith haven’t

missed a beat and the Cardinals
are in the round of 16.

The players’ families are
financially able to pay for their
educations. Kuric’s father is a
neurosurgeon and Smith’s broth-
er is New York Knicks guard J.R.
Smith.

Louisville has needed the
added roster depth during an
injury-filled season. The Cardi-
nals (28-9) have won six straight
– including a Big East tourna-
ment title and a run to the West
Regional semifinals where
they’ll face Michigan State (29-
7) Thursday in Phoenix. 

Kuric leads the Cardinals in
scoring, while Smith is third.  

“Everything I am here is not
based on having a scholarship or
not. It’s very much a team atmos-
phere and if I can do something
to make the team better, then I’ll
do it,” Kuric said. “Nobody is
considered – we’re walk-ons,
we’re scholarships – it doesn’t
divide us in any other way but
title. We don’t even think about it
at all.”

Smith and Kuric both have
had to overcome major chal-
lenges on the road to their suc-
cess. 

Kuric didn’t have any major
college offers coming out of high
school and Smith’s first stop was
at Manhattan. Pitino said both
entered his program without the
guarantee of a scholarship.

“Me and Chris are both con-
sidered walk-ons and you could
ask either one of us, we both say
we couldn’t care less,” Kuric
said. “It is what it is. We’re on a
team, we’re playing, we’re
starters, we’re captains and we
just look at it that way. Not that
we’re nonscholarship.” 

They’re more than just starters
and captains – they’ve been lead-

ers on a Louisville team that’s
struggled for offense.

Kuric is averaging a team-best
13 points per game with Smith
averaging 9.8 as the team’s two
best 3-pointer shooters in the
regular rotation. The pair
accounts for almost four 3-point-
ers a game. 

When Smith transferred from
Manhattan, he said many felt he
was making a mistake.

Pitino said he mistook the slim
Smith for a ball boy the first day
he saw him shooting at the
team’s facility. The 6-foot-2
Smith, who is currently listed at
195 pounds, said no one believed
he’d even see the floor at
Louisville, much less average
27.6 minutes per game. 

“I would say the only people
that would’ve thought that (I’d
be a starter) were my mom, my
dad, my brother and myself.
Other than that, anybody else
would’ve been like, ‘Oh, you
don’t have a chance to play,’ ”
Smith said. “Even the coaches at
Manhattan said the same thing,
‘Why are you going there?
You’ll never play.’ ” 

Their decision to revert to
walk-on status isn’t unusual –
Mississippi State forward Jarvis

Varnado paid his own way after
testing his NBA draft stock – but
it’s rare for two nonscholarship
players to be playing at such a
high level this late in the season. 

Of the other 15 teams in the
regional semifinals, none has a
player who’s not on scholarship
playing extended minutes. 

Kuric initially had planned to
walk on at Duke out of high
school before coming to
Louisville. 

Though Pitino said he
would’ve never considered ask-
ing either Kuric or Smith to give
their scholarships back if their
financial situations weren’t
secure, Kyle’s father said there
was a brief period of uncertainty
when the coach made the
request.

Steven Kuric said the family
needed to know that Kyle would
still be a major part of the Cardi-
nals’ plans. 

“I certainly think it was a little
bit of an adjustment for Kyle, but
like I said, it didn’t change his
status on the team and I think
that was very important for him,”
Steven Kuric said. “He’s very
dedicated, hardworking, self-
motivated in terms of basketball.

“I guess you know your chil-
dren and we knew that was
always going to be within him.
That he would have the level of
reward-success he’d have with
this, we never expected that.” 

Louisville also is having unex-
pected success.

The Cardinals are back in the
round of 16 after early tourna-
ment exits the last two years.
They’ve also overcome a rocky
regular season that included
three players suffering season-
ending knee injuries. But the
injuries didn’t end there; guard
Peyton Siva (concussion, left
ankle) and Kuric (left ankle)
were also banged up.

The Cardinals started 12-0 to
rise as high as No. 4 in the rank-
ings before going 10-9 to end the
regular season. They caught fire
in the Big East tournament and
have won six straight heading
into Thursday’s matchup with
the Spartans.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Rick Bowmer/AP
Louisville’s Kyle Kuric (right)
and New Mexico’s A.J.
Hardeman battle for a rebound
Saturday in the NCAA tourna-
ment’s third round in Portland,
Ore.

Cardinals winning
with walk-on players
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Patriots Have Kept 
Us Safe At Home.

Now, we’re returning the favor with a 
special lineup of accounts available to eligible 

veterans and active-duty personnel.

Patriot Home Mortgage Loan
• 100% financing on purchase loans

• No monthly private mortgage insurance requirement
• Escrows are required

• 640+ Credit Score required
• Veterans must meet Certificate of Eligibility requirements

For information on our Patriot Checking Account, 
please visit www.farmersnationalky.com 

Patriot Installment Loan Offer
3.99% Rate / 4.42% APR*

• Refinance existing consumer debt
• Consolidate Credit Cards

• Purchase a vehicle, boat, motorcycle, etc.

*APR (Annual Percentage Rate) available to qualified borrowers effective 1/20/12 but subject to change without notice. Offer subject
to normal credit criteria and credit score of applicant. Other rates and terms available. Financial example: $10,000 financed for 
48 months, with first payment due 30 days from date of note, payments are $228.87 for 47 months with a final payment of $228.74. 

 

From Page 1C
Wildcats need four blocks to set single-season team record

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. —
Michigan State openly wishes
Louisville copies part of the St.
Louis game plan against the Spar-
tans.

Tom Izzo, Draymond Green
and the rest of the team would
love to see Keith Appling with the
ball and several feet of space to
shoot.

The Rick Majerus-led Bil-

likens did that, consistently, and
the tactic wound up backfiring.
Appling scored a game-high 19
points and made a 3-pointer with
1:34 left in the four-point win.

“All game long, they had been
sagging off me and pretty much
disrespecting my jump shot,”
Appling said. “In the middle of
the game in a timeout in the hud-
dle, (Green) just came to me and
said, ‘You can shoot the ball. You
shot 41 percent last year (from 3)
– shoot the ball.’ That just put
confidence into me and I went out
there and when he passed it to me,
I knocked the shot down.”

The 6-foot-1-inch Appling was

a scoring sensation in high
school, setting a state record with
49 points to help Detroit Pershing
win the 2009 Class A State title.
He averaged 28 points as a senior
and won Michigan’s Mr. Basket-
ball award.

Appling didn’t shoot much last
year, playing behind or alongside
Kalin Lucas, but he did connect
on .436 percent of his shots over-
all and .411 percent beyond the 3-
point line. But this season, he is
shooting a little worse overall and
much poorer on 3-pointers – con-
necting on fewer than one-fourth
of his attempts from outside the
arc.

After game-high of 19
against St. Louis, guard
hopes strategy continues

Spartans’ Appling made most
of St. Louis giving him space


