
moke billows from the 15th floor of Bowling
Green Towers and fills the interior hallway of
the high-rise apartment building.

The fire alarm is pulled, setting off a shrill sound
that alerts residents that they need to evacuate. With-
in minutes, firefighters wearing 80 pounds of gear
throw open the stairwell door and crawl on their
hands and knees to get to the source of the smoke.

It’s Room 1503 B. On the floor inside the apart-
ment is a 185-pound rescue dummy that firefight-
ers must carry from the room to safety. The fire-
fighters who enter behind the initial two are haul-
ing a water hose. They use a buddy system of sorts
that requires each team of two to remain in contact
by touch, voice or sight.

On Tuesday afternoon, 25 Bowling Green fire-
fighters conducted a simulated fire and rescue at
the apartment complex – which houses the elder-
ly or disabled – to prepare themselves, as well as
the residents, about what to do in a real fire emer-
gency.

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The Bowling Green Board of Commission-
ers on Tuesday voted to take the first steps
toward leasing the nearly completed parking
structure in Block 6 of the Tax Increment
Financing district.

The city’s involvement with the parking
structure at Eighth Avenue and College Street
is expected to aid in the development of a com-
mercial wraparound of the structure that would
house both office and commercial space,
according to Doug Gorman, chairman of the
Warren County Downtown Economic Devel-
opment Authority.

Having the city involved could mean that the
developer of the wraparound can get a better
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parking
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Bowling Green firefighters gather Tuesday outside Bowling Green Towers before a fire-and-rescue sim-
ulation.

Photos by Alex Slitz/Daily News
Bowling Green Fire Department Sgt. Greg Flora (second from left) drags a 185-pound dummy Tuesday past other firefighters during a fire-and-rescue sim-
ulation at Bowling Green Towers.
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 0.9% Financing

 Was $40,150
 Now $37,705

By CHAD BISHOP
The Daily News
cbishop@bgdailynews.com/783-3241

Western Kentucky athletic director
Ross Bjork is headed to the Universi-
ty of Mississippi, WKU confirmed
this morning.

Bjork, who started his third year at
WKU on March 12, will take the
same position at Ole Miss and

replace Pete Boone, who is expected
to step down by year’s end.

“I have decided to accept the
director of athletics position at the
University of Mississippi and depart
WKU,” Bjork said in a statement
released this morning. “While I was
not seeking to leave WKU, the
opportunity to oversee and manage
the athletics department at a historic

and prestigious university in the
Southeastern Conference was one
that we had to examine and ultimate-
ly accept.

“Dr. (Gary) Ransdell gave me a
tremendous opportunity two years
ago and I will always be indebted to
him and our friendship. While my
tenure at WKU has certainly turned
out to be shorter than I could ever
have anticipated, I have cherished
every moment I have worked for

WKU and been a part of the Hilltop-
per Nation.

“My family – Sonya, Payton and
Paxton – have developed many
friendships within the Bowling Green

community and those friendships will
endure well beyond our stay here. I
cannot thank everyone in our commu-
nity enough for the tremendous hospi-
tality that we have been extended
since the day I was hired.

“I appreciate the extraordinary
efforts of our coaches and student-
athletes and all that they consistently
represent on and off the field of play.
They are to be commended for their

ROSS BJORK
Leaving for SEC

He spent two years as Hilltopper athletic director

See BJORK, 6A

Bjork began his
administrative career

at WKU as an assistant
development

coordinator in 1996-97.

‘MAKE IT AS REAL AS POSSIBLE’

Woods
is named
principal

DRAKES CREEK
MIDDLE SCHOOL

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com
783-3240

Daryl Woods, principal
of Franklin-Simpson Mid-
dle School, will become
principal at Drakes Creek
Middle School in July.

Tom Renick, who
retired as principal from
Moss Middle School in
May, has been serving as
Drakes Creek’s interim

principal since David Hutchison retired in
December.

Woods said he’s excited about his new role.

Firefighters conduct simulated
fire and rescue at BG Towers
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

DARYL WOODS
Greenwood graduate
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