
hen Mellow Mushroom opens Monday on Chestnut Street,
owner Bob Holderfield said it will be the culmination of a near-

ly two-year process.
It’s been that long since he clicked the franchise information but-

ton on Mellow Mushroom’s website after the urging of one of his
sons, Luke, who had worked at a Mellow Mushroom while in school at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky.

“This was starting from ground zero, it was completely different from what I had

Above: Staff members
are seated and served
food Thursday during
a training session at the
new Mellow Mushroom
on Chestnut Street.
Left: Jared Hamilton
(right) and John Reynolds,
both of Bowling Green,
make pizzas Thursday
at Mellow Mushroom.
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Despite its many problems,
America remains the world’s
only superpower.
See the Sunday Reader.
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with 102-90 victory.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — America’s national
shouting match over health care will only get
louder next week as the Supreme Court weighs
the fate of President Barack Obama’s overhaul.

With formal arguments off-limits to cam-
eras, supporters and detractors have laid elabo-
rate plans to compete for the public’s attention
outside the Supreme Court building.

At the White House, which observed a low-
key second anniversary of the Affordable Care
Act on Friday, Obama’s advisers are trying to
walk a fine line. They want to avoid any
appearance of unseemly pressure on the jus-
tices while encouraging supporters to speak up.
Obama’s re-election campaign is also talking
up the law’s benefits, and there is a steady
stream of cheery press releases from the
Department of Health and Human Services.

Will it make the slightest bit of difference? 
Polls show Americans are as divided as ever

over the president’s signature domestic policy
achievement, hard-won legislation that will
eventually expand health insurance to more
than 90 percent of citizens and legal residents,
providing federal subsidies to make premiums
more affordable for millions who now struggle
to find and keep coverage.

“It’s hard to imagine that the various demon-

strations for and against the health care law will
have much impact,” said Peter A. Brown, assis-
tant director of the Quinnipiac University
Polling Institute in Connecticut. “Even if public
opinion does change, it doesn’t matter. The only
thing that matters is the nine votes on the court.”

That hasn’t stopped the activists.
“We want to make sure we are heard,” said

Tim Phillips, president of Americans for Pros-
perity, a conservative group founded with the
support of billionaires Charles and David Koch

RAND PAUL
U.S. senator

Some supporters, detractors to argue their case on the streets; Paul will speak at rally
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Harper’s
contract
endorsed
Doctoral program faces delay
By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Western Kentucky University’s Board
of Regents committees met Friday and
approved the contract for men’s basketball
coach Ray Harper, several new academic
programs and a new faculty track.

WKU President Gary Ransdell also
explained that the university’s doctor of
physical therapy program, which was
scheduled to begin this fall, will be
deferred until June 2013.

University officials believed they could
get approval from the
Council on Postsec-
ondary Education and
accreditation from the
Southern Association
of Colleges and
Schools at the same
time, but that’s not the
case, Ransdell said.

They require
approval in sequence,
and there isn’t enough
time for that process
by August, he said.

“That was a big disappointment on our
part,” Ransdell said. More than 100 people
had applied for the program.

The executive committee approved
Harper’s contract. It calls for a $375,000
base salary with possible incentives based
on academic progress, high season ticket
sales and NCAA tournament appearances.
The contract would give Harper a “sever-
ance fee” equal to his base salary if either
party should break the agreement.

Ransdell said the coach has performed
admirably. Harper was named interim head
coach after Ken McDonald’s firing in Jan-
uary and was later named permanent head
coach.

Two share woman of the year award

Chestnut Street restaurant preparing
to open following two-year process

that had ‘a bag full of surprises’

BY ROBYN L. MINOR, THE DAILY NEWS
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249
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GARY RANSDELL
WKU president

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

One honoree wasn’t enough for two prestigious
awards Friday evening at an event honoring
Bowling Green women.

Two women of the year were honored at the
Bowling Green Human Rights Commission’s

21st annual Women of Achievement Awards. Two
women were also given the lifetime achievement
award.

Theresa Lawrence of Defiance, Ohio, and Ellie
Harbaugh of Bowling Green were both named
woman of the year during the banquet and cere-
mony at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center.

Former Bowling Green Mayor Elaine Walker

and Margaree Douglas, a retired educator from
Bowling Green Independent Schools, were both
given the lifetime achievement award.

“What an honor, especially when you listen to
the stories of all the women that were nominated
and honored tonight,” Walker said shortly after

See WOMEN, 6A


