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BELLEPOINT RUCKUS ENDS WITHOUT CHARGES
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Students will represent us at science, engineering festival

It’s an excuse for a good fight

Education center makes plea for $30,000
Thorn Hill tour was convincing, but Fiscal 
Court won’t be able to give much more
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WEEKLY POLL: Personal politics
Has the political feud between Gov. Steve Beshear and Senate Presi-
dent David Williams become too personal?   Yes, 75%  No, 24%
Total votes: 164
Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q
and return

>>SPORTS, B1
nWHHS wins boys, girls Cpaital City Championships
nFlyers keep rolling with win over WHHS
nFHS routed by Woodford
nHall transfers to Bellarmine
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LAUREN HALLOW/LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Judge-Executive Ted Collins looks at one of Thorn Hill Learning Center’s newly renovated rooms 
Wednesday. Just months ago, the room had a plastic swimming pool to catch leaks coming from a 
large, gaping hole in the ceiling. 

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Despite Thorn Hill Edu-
cation Center pulling out 
all stops for more funding, 
county offi cials say it’s un-
likely Fiscal Court will give 
the $30,000 it’s requesting 
for next year’s budget.

However, some mag-
istrates said Wednesday 
they’d like to see Thorn Hill 
get more than the $5,000 the 
county originally proposed. 

During a work session two 
weeks ago for the 2012-2013 
budget, Fiscal Court pro-
posed setting aside $5,000 
for Thorn Hill Education 
Center, a fraction of what it 
wanted. 

Thorn Hill administra-
tors then invited the court 
and other county officials 

to the center for a presenta-
tion Wednesday to show the 
court what it is all about.

“One of the biggest fl ag-
raisings that happened for 
me was realizing that my 
Fiscal Court … didn’t real-
ize what we did here,” Thorn 
Hill Assistant Director Bar-
ry Burkett told the offi cials 
Wednesday. 

“… We still are important 
to this community.”

In addition to adult edu-
cation, the center offers col-
lege prep courses, English 
as a Second Language and 
programs for young parents 
who dropped out of school. 

About 100-125 students 
earn their GEDs from Thorn 
Hill each year. That’s a larger 
graduating class than Frank-
fort High School’s, where 
about 70 earned their high 

school diplomas last year, 
Burkett said.

However, most of those 
services are paid for through 
state and federal funds, 
which have to be allocated 
toward education and op-
erating expenses, Burkett 
said. 

The center is struggling 
to pay for extra services 
though, which is where the 
county comes in.

“The people we have here, 
living on $7,000-$10,000 a 
year, in generational poverty 
… those people need trans-
portation, need childcare,” 
Executive Director Mike 
Rosenstein said. 

“Our grants are great for 
paying teachers … but we 
don’t even have the resourc-
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Franklin County Career and Technology Center pre-engineering teacher Mark Harrell helps student Allison Parrent, a senior at 
Franklin County High School, make adjustments to her machine that sorts marbles based on weight, size and opaqueness. 

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

B
y the end of this 
week, students 
from the Frank-
lin County Career 

and Technical Center could 
show their work to 100,000 
people at a science educa-
tion festival in Washington, 
D.C.

Teacher Mark Harrell’s 
program was chosen from 
thousands nationwide to 
represent Project Lead the 
Way, the nonprofi t orga-
nization that provides the 
school’s pre-engineering 
curriculum.

He’s taking four students 

with him to demonstrate 
what they’ve learned to the 
thousands expected to pass 
by their booth this weekend 
at the second-annual USA 
Science & Engineering Fes-
tival.

Since learning in March 
they’d been selected, se-
niors Allison Parrent and 
Adam Al-dbhany, and ju-
niors Kelsey Butler and Zack 
Banta, have been upgrad-
ing a set of class projects to 
make them audience ready. 

Parrent, 18, said they 
picked projects that took the 
most effort and can grab the 
attention of passersby. For 
her, that meant a machine 
that sorts marbles by size, 

weight and opaqueness.
Butler built a marshmal-

low gun, and Banta crafted 
a set of electronic dice that 
battle it out for the biggest 
number.

Al-dbhany is pitting man 
versus machine with his 
project, a robot that’s pro-
grammed to move pegs 
from one hole to another 
in a board. The robot is de-
signed to compete against a 
human, who will manually 
control a wooden prototype 
of the machine.

(He had to make a few 
adjustments so the human 
competitor would even have 
a chance.) 

“Mr. Harrell should get 

lots of credit – it’s his pro-
gram,” said Parrent, who 
plans to study engineering 
at Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology next year.

“We’re thankful to Proj-
ect Lead the Way for pick-
ing us, and also Mr. Harrell 
for inviting us out of every-
body.”

Representatives of Proj-
ect Lead the Way were 
searching for schools in the 
D.C. area to represent the 
organization at the festival, 
Harrell said.

Harrell contacted them 
to say the opportunity 
should be open to schools 
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BY ALAN FRAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (A P) 
– Democrats and Republi-
cans alike say they want to 
prevent the cost of federal 
loans from ballooning for 
millions of students. But 
the effort has evolved into 
an election-year battle each 
side is using to embarrass 
the other and spotlight its 
own priorities to voters.

In the latest political 
chess move, Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, sched-
uled a House vote for Friday 
on legislation preventing 
the 3.4 percent interest rate 
on subsidized Stafford stu-
dent loans from doubling 
as scheduled on July 1. In 
a bitter pill for Democrats, 
the measure’s $5.9 billion 
cost would be paid for with 
cuts from President Barack 
Obama’s health care over-
haul bill.

Boehner announced the 
vote in an abruptly called 
news conference Wednes-
day that followed days of 
pounding by Obama and 
congressional Democrats. 
It also came two days af-
ter the GOP’s presumptive 
presidential candidate, Mitt 
Romney, tried defusing the 
issue by embracing the call 
for freezing interest rates, 
putting more pressure on 
congressional Republicans 
to back the effort or look 
isolated.

“W hat Wa sh i ng ton 
shouldn’t be doing is ex-
ploiting the challenges that 
young Americans face for 
political gain,” Boehner 
said. He also accused the 
president of “campaigning 

and trying to invent a fi ght 
where there isn’t and never 
has been one.”

Congressional GOP aides 
said Republicans were 
working on the legislation 
for some time and unveiled 
their bill to try to prevent 
Obama from escalating the 
dispute. The aides spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss party strategy.

Hours before Boehner 
spoke, Obama wrapped up 
a two-day trip to three col-
lege campuses in which he 
cast himself as the students’ 
champion and Republicans 
as the ones standing in the 
way of resolving the prob-
lem.

“How can we want to 
maintain tax cuts for the 
wea lt hiest A mer ica ns 
who don’t need them and 
weren’t even asking for 
them?” Obama said at the 
University of Iowa, mocking 
the GOP. “I don’t need one. 
I needed help back when I 
was your age.”

The backdrop to the stu-
dent loan fi ght is a push by 
both parties to appeal to 
younger voters, an Obama 
strength in his 2008 election 
win, and to signal their sen-
sitivity to families’ struggles 
during the economy’s pro-
longed slump. Letting the 
loan rate double this sum-
mer would cost 7.4 million 
Stafford loan recipients an 
average $1,000, according 
to the administration.

At the same time, each 
side wants to force the other 
to take politically uncom-
fortable votes.

The House GOP bill is 

Political battle 
over student 
loans heating up
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Tech projects D.C.-ready


