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By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

As one year passed, then another and
another, Sharon Jones says she never
doubted that Bowling Green Police Depart-
ment Detective Barry Raley would make
an arrest in her niece’s murder.

Raley gave Jones his word that he would
solve the case before he retires, and when

she told him the weight of the burden she
was carrying was getting to be too much to
bear, Raley prayed with Jones.

Nearly six years after Jones’ niece Lata-
sia Kirk and the father of Kirk’s child,
Jamaal Covington, were found shot to
death, Raley made an arrest in the case.

“Everything he told me he was going to
do, he did it,” Jones said.

Sometimes ribbed by colleagues for

hanging on to a case too long or spending
hours interrogating suspects or witnesses,
Raley’s tenacity and patience pay off in
confessions and arrests.

Last year, Raley, a 19-year veteran at the
BGPD, made arrests in three cold homicide
cases involving four victims. Kirk and
Covington’s double homicide was one of
those cases.

Raley plans to retire at the end of the

year.
“I feel like he took this case, and he

worked this case as if he was working his
murdered child’s case. He put everything
into it,” Jones said.

“I never doubted him. From the first time
that I met him, I would go down to his
office and talk to him. One time I went to
his office, and we were discussing Tasia’s

BOWLING GREEN POLICE DEPARTMENT

“I’ve been able to
live a dream. I think

it’s time for me
to move on to this

next vocation.”
Barry Raley

Bowling Green
Police Department See RALEY, 7A
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Above: Orchestra Kentucky performs Saturday during the Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center’s opening night. Top: People file into SKyPAC for the show.
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Judge-Executive
Mike Buchanon

walked into the South-
ern Kentucky Perform-

ing Arts Center for open-
ing night Saturday, he felt the

experience was surreal.
“Am I really in Bowling Green, Ky.? We’re so

fortunate to have it in Bowling Green,” he said. “I
think it’s extraordinary. It’s elegant, bright and
welcoming. When you walk into the theater,
you’re awestruck.”

Nearly 2,000 people were expected to attend the
opening of SKyPAC, complete with a perfor-
mance by a last-minute substitution, award-win-
ning country music artist Vince Gill. Country
music artist LeAnn Rimes was scheduled to per-
form but became ill and had to cancel.

The change was fine with many of the people
waiting for SKyPAC doors to open before the con-
cert.

“Vince Gill is good, too,” said Covina Sprinkle,
who attended with her husband, Gary.

The Bowling Green couple had tried to get tick-
ets to the concert earlier, but it took some time
before they were able to acquire them.

“We’re up in the nosebleed section,” Covina
Sprinkle said, laughing. “But that’s OK.”

John and Jonell Price of Franklin had one word
when asked why they had wanted to travel for
SKyPAC’s opening.

“Curiosity,” John Price said.
“We wanted to see and hear,” Jonell Price said.
The couple were excited to hear that Gill would

be performing.
“We thought we were going to see LeAnn

Rimes, but we like him, and he’ll be just as good,”
John Price said.

The Prices had waited outside for a while and
were anxious to go inside. What they saw was
pleasing to them.

“I didn’t think the door was going to open,”
Jonell Price said, laughing. “It’s beautiful. There’s
nothing like this in Franklin.”

By ALYSSA HARVEY
The Daily News
aharvey@bgdailynews.com/783-3257

SKyPAC opens
to rave reviews

from crowd

See RANSDELL, 8A

Officials scramble after Rimes
cancels, find country star Gill
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246 

After more than a decade of planning,
it was less than 24 hours before the open-
ing of the Southern Kentucky Performing
Arts Center when Tom Tomlinson heard
the news: Headliner LeAnn Rimes was

sick and would not attend.
“From that point on, we transferred to

a different kind of mode,” said Tomlin-
son, SKyPAC executive director. “I think
I have by now the wisdom of enough
years that I am past the panic stage. That’s
not to say I wasn’t disappointed and did-
n’t have the ‘Oh dear, what do we do
now’ sense.”

That’s when someone suggested he get
in touch with country artist Vince Gill.

Vince Gill performs Saturday at the
Southern Kentucky Performing Arts
Center.

Pete Rodman/Daily News See REACTION, 8A


