
estern Kentucky University engineering
students Chris Heil of Winchester (top

photo, from left), Josh Wells of Cincinnati,
Aaron Dockery of Somerset and Kendall McClenny of

Orlando, Fla., laugh Wednesday while paddling a
concrete canoe on Three Springs Lake at Basil Griffin
Park. Above: McClenny (from left), Dockery, Wells

and Heil paddle the canoe, which is made
of concrete and was created for an engineering

competition. The 2012 regional competition will be
in Pittsburgh. Right: WKU engineering students

Aaron Daley of Louisville (from left), Heil, McClenny
and Dockery launch their canoe into the lake.

Story, Page 3A.
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Spanish classes at
local church aiming
to foster cultural unity.
See Friday’s Faith & Values.
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Louisville Central running back
Anthony Wales tops off
Western’s 13-member class.
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Beshear
targets
problem

PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE

WKU students put concrete canoe on lake
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By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

LEXINGTON — Gov. Steve
Beshear pledged Wednesday to
combat the state’s increasing
problem of prescription drug
abuse and said the solution lies in
“bold and collaborative”
approaches to the issue.

“We all know the terrible statis-
tics,” Beshear said. “Eighty-two
people a month die from drug
overdoses in the commonwealth
of Kentucky,” a state that is losing
more citizens to drug overdose
deaths than to car accidents.

“That obviously is an unaccept-
able statistic,” Beshear said.

Beshear was one of more than
30 people who spoke or partici-
pated in panel discussions during
the state’s first prescription drug
abuse summit, organized by the
United States Attorneys for the
Eastern and Western Districts of
Kentucky, Kerry Harvey and
David Hale, respectively, and the
University of Kentucky. Panelists

and speakers included prosecu-
tors, law enforcement officials,
doctors, pharmacists, educators
and addiction specialists, who
spoke for nearly eight hours
Wednesday.

The packed house included
about 300 people from a cross
section of professions statewide.

“It’s said that the first step to
addressing a problem related to
addiction is simply acknowledg-
ing that there is a problem,”
Beshear said. “Well, there is no
doubt that here in Kentucky, and
in this nation, we have a problem,
and it’s literally killing our peo-
ple.”

Mayor: Assured
re-election won’t
change his goals

2012 ELECTION

No one files to run
against incumbent
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Bowling Green Mayor Bruce
Wilkerson headed over to the
Warren County Courthouse late
Tuesday afternoon.

He waited, and waited some
more.

In the end, however, he found
that there was nothing to wait for –
no one filed to run against Wilker-
son in this year’s mayoral election.

So, for the first time since Sandy
Jones was elected mayor in 2000, a
Bowling Green mayoral candidate
will run for office without opposi-

tion. For Wilk-
erson, who
was elected to
a one-year
term in a spe-
cial election in
November, it
means he is
assured a four-
year term that
will keep him
in office until
2016. 

B.L. “Ber-
nie” Steen also ran unopposed in
1976.

“It was a sigh of relief (to not
have a candidate),” Wilkerson
said. “Relief that I was going

Food pantry critically short on supplies
MANNA MART

Donations fall as needs climb
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Jayne Pelaski, a Manna Mart volunteer,
was shocked Wednesday when she arrived
at the food pantry and saw the shelves were
nearly bare.

“I don’t know how they are going to do
it,” said Pelaski, who hopes to rally dona-
tions for the program, which is an outreach
of Christian-based H.O.T.E.L. INC.

Indeed, the cupboards were nearly empty
in the pantry, which in January supplied
meals for 83 families, totaling 239 people,
according to Stephanie Robbins, manager
for the pantry.

“We try to give families enough to have
three meals for three days, and if they work
at it they can stretch it a little further,” Rob-
bins said. “If they come in now, we will give
them what we can.”

But that means no breakfast items and
very few things for lunch.

“We have one can of soup,” she said.

The situation at Manna Mart is the result
of both increased need and a decline in
donations.

“Normally, the donations that come in
over the holidays, because people are in
such a giving mood, will last us through
March,” Robbins said. “But we are barely
keeping up now.”

The pantry at Pearl Street and Boatland-
ing Road is open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

“Both U.S. intelligence and
law enforcement communities and
foreign services continue to
identify people who want to cause
us harm, particularly in the U.S.
and particularly as it relates to
aviation.”

John Pistole
Transportation Security Administration

No-fly list doubles in one year 
By EILEEN SULLIVAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Even as the Obama adminis-
tration says it’s close to defeating al-Qaida, the size
of the government’s secret list of suspected terrorists
who are banned from flying to or within the United
States has more than doubled in the past year, The
Associated Press has learned.

The no-fly list jumped from about 10,000 known
or suspected terrorists one year ago to about 21,000,
according to government figures provided to the AP.
Most people on the list are from other countries;
about 500 are Americans. 

The flood of new names began after the failed
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Overdose numbers are ‘unacceptable’
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Crackdown helping plug

Florida’s pill pipeline.
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