
any associate the Easter holiday with fancy dresses, col-
orful baskets and church on Sundays. But Good Friday is
just as important to many Christians, such as Mary Rose,
as they commemorate Jesus Christ’s crucifixion.

“You have to celebrate Good Friday before Easter,”
said Rose, of Bowling Green. 

Rose was one of more than 300 people who participated
in a Good Friday community service at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, where a variety of people – from
Methodists to Catholics to those who don’t follow a denom-
ination – came together.

“People from traditions and nontraditions and all those in
between, you’re welcomed here,” said Weston Williams,
pastor of Bowling Green Christian Church. “Together, we
celebrate what has happened.”

Easter, a day that celebrates the belief that Christ was res-
urrected from the dead, is the most well-known tradition.

Photos by Alex Slitz/Daily News
Above: Lois Schwitzgebel (from left) of Bowling Green and Macie White, 11, and Joni White, both of Lancaster, listen during the Good Friday com-
munity service at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Bowling Green. Below: Chaplain Gene Vincent speaks during the service.
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COUNTY-BY-COUNTY
HEALTH RANKINGS

By The Numbers
How the area fared in County Health Rankings:
•Warren County: 19th
•Simpson County: 22nd
•Edmonson County: 27th
•Hart County: 38th
•Logan County: 39th
•Barren County: 43rd
•Allen County: 47th
•Monroe County: 63rd
•Butler County: 64th
•Metcalfe County: 87th
Figures are based on such things as premature

deaths, obesity and smoking rates, physical activ-
ity and a host of other items. Information com-
piled by the University of Wisconsin Population
Health Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation. Rankings are out of 120 counties,
with 1st being the best.

Rankings consider various factors
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

While Warren County is the fifth most populous
county in the state, it is just the 19th healthiest, accord-
ing to the County Health Rankings released this week.

The rankings consider such things as premature
death, poor health days, sexually transmitted diseases
and the number of primary care physicians, among
other factors. It is a result of the combined effort of the
University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute
and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

“Just glancing at this, the information seems to val-
idate what we have been focusing on with the Com-
munity Health Council,” said Crissy Rowland, a
spokeswoman for the Barren River District Health
Department.

For instance, 27 percent of adult Warren Countians
who participated in a random survey said they smoke
most days and have smoked at least 100 cigarettes
over their lifetime, according to the health rankings.
The national rate is 14 percent, with the state’s rate at
27 percent.

The smoking rate for the region goes as high as 38
percent in Edmonson County and as low as 23 percent
in Butler County. The rate in Logan County, one of
the state’s largest producers of dark-air cured tobacco,
was 31 percent, based on those surveyed.

Smoking leads to respiratory disease such as asth-
ma and lung cancer, which is one of the health priori-
ties for the council, Rowland said.

Access to health care ultimately will be addressed
by the health council as it reviews some of the

And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last. Then the veil
of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. So when the centurion,

who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said,
“Truly this Man was the Son of God!”
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Hundreds attend Good Friday event at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

BY JENNA MINK, THE DAILY NEWS
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

See GOOD FRIDAY, 6A
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Community meeting set
on proposed apartments
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

An apartment complex project that
would include a realignment of Small-
house Road at the intersection of Cave
Mill Road will face feedback from
potential neighbors of the complex next
week.

A community meeting about the project
will be at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on Cave
Mill Road, said Kevin Brooks, an attorney
representing developers. Several dozen
property owners in the area have been
invited to the meeting.

See PLANS, 6A

Obama risks voter backlash
His criticism of Supreme Court could backfire
By GREG STOHR and SETH STERN
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama has
shown a willingness to campaign against the Supreme
Court if the justices strike down his 2010 health care law.
It’s a strategy that’s as risky as it is rare.

With the court months away from a ruling, Obama
ratcheted up the political stakes this week by saying a deci-
sion to reject the law and its requirement that Americans
get insurance would be “judicial activism” by “an unelect-

ed group of people.”
Taking on the court would mean fighting an institution

that polls show is historically the most admired branch of
government. That’s one reason no major party nominee has
made the court a central issue since 1968, when Richard
Nixon tapped into voters’ unease about rising crime by
attacking the expansion of suspects’ rights under then-
Chief Justice Earl Warren.

“The risk any president faces is that criticism of the
Supreme Court can backfire,” said William G. Ross, a

See COURT, 6A


