
James Barbee
FRANKLIN — James Barbee,

88, of Franklin, died Feb. 8, 2012.
Funeral is at 1 p.m. Saturday at

Greater Taylor Chapel AME
Church. Visitation is from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday at the church.
Franklin Funeral Directors is in
charge of arrangements. 

Ermon Church Jr.
Ermon Church Jr.,

74, of Bowling
Green, passed away
Thursday, Feb. 9,
2012, at his resi-
dence.

The Warren County native was
born Feb. 19, 1937, to the late
Ermon and Pauline Ramsey

Church. He
was preceded
in death by a
son, Brad
Church, and a
d a u g h t e r ,
Elois Church,
and a grand-
child. He was
an owner-
operator of
Industrial Pest
Control and

was retired. Mr. Church was a
veteran of the 101st Airborne
Division of the U.S. Army. He
was a mason and a graduate of
Warren Central High School in
1955. 

Graveside services are at 11
a.m. Saturday at the Brock A.
Beery Veterans Section at
Fairview Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are in trusted to J.C. Kirby
& Son Broadway Chapel.

Survivors include his daughter,
Brenda Meredith and her hus-
band, Ronnie, of Auburn; six
grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children; and two nephews.

Cole infant
Kaylee ‘Rae Abigayle Cole,

infant daughter of Jamie Lena
Murlene Moulder, died Feb. 3,
2012, at The Medical Center.

Memorial service is at 10 a.m.
Saturday at Cone Funeral Home. 

Audrey I. Francis
LEWISBURG — Audrey

Irene Francis, 78, of Lewisburg,
died at 3:50 p.m. Feb. 8, 2012, at
a Russellville nursing home.

Funeral is at 2 p.m. today at
Price Funeral Home. 

Doris June Hannah
Doris June Hannah, 80, of

Smiths Grove, died Sunday, Jan.
29, 2012, at her residence.  

She was a daughter of the late
W.T. Hannah and Florine Finch
Hannah. She was a registrar at
Catalina High School in Tucson,
Ariz., for 25 years, a member of
Oak Forest Baptist Church and a
former member of Pima Street
Baptist Church in Tucson, where
she was active in her church and
the Baptist Association in assist-
ing the underprivileged and those
in crisis, along with many other
Christian endeavors.

Survivors include two sisters,
Elizabeth Pursiful of Tucson and
Barbara Hannah of Bartlett,
Tenn.; two nieces, Diane Nelson
(Kelly) of Marysville, Tenn., and
Debra Haymore (Chuck) of
North Carolina; a special cousin,
Susan Yoon (Gene) of Bartlett;
and a special friend of over 50
years, Norma Magers of Smiths
Grove; several great nieces,
nephews, cousins and many
friends.

Memorial service is at 3 p.m.
Sunday at Oak Forest Baptist
Church, with entombment in
Tucson.  

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Doris Han-
nah Memorial Fund, c/o Oak For-
est Baptist Church, 11383 Glas-
gow Road, Smiths Grove, KY
42171.

Arrangements are under the
direction of Hardy & Son Funer-
al Home.

Roger Lee Raybould
Nov. 14, 1944 – Feb. 3, 2012

Roger Lee Raybould, 67, hus-
band of Phyllis Seale Raybould,
whom he married May 28, 1986,
in Atlanta, died Feb. 3, 2012, at
Tidewell Hospice House in Sara-
sota, Fla.

Born in Cincinnati on Nov. 14,
1944, he was the son of the late
William Raybould and Pearl
McIntosh Raybould, of Stanton.
Mr. Raybould was a retired
regional manager/administrator
with the Kentucky Department
for the Blind in Somerset and had
also worked as a counselor for the
Kentucky Department of Reha-
bilitation Services. He was a
member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Somerset, where he
had served as an elder and choir
member. He graduated from
Campbell High School in Smyr-
na, Ga., Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity in Richmond and received
a master’s degree at the Universi-
ty of Kentucky.

He is also survived by two
sons, David (Andrea) Raybould
of Bowling Green and John Ray-
bould of Lexington; a stepdaugh-
ter, Amy McMillan Collins
(Jason) Wagner; four grandchil-
dren, Jackson and Addyson Ray-
bould of Bowling Green and
Savannah and Ethan Wagner of
Las Vegas. He is also survived by
his brother, Ted (Carolyn) Ray-
bould of Lexington. He was pre-
ceded in death by a brother, Ron
Raybould.

Roger was a child of God and
encouraged and helped many
along his way. His dedication to
serving people with disabilities
was his calling and mission in
life. His family and friends
brought a lot of pleasure to him,
but his four grandchildren were a
constant source of true joy.

A celebration of his life will be
held at 3 p.m. Sunday at First
Presbyterian Church of Somerset.
Friends may call at the church
beginning at 1:30 p.m. prior to
the memorial service.

Interment will be at the Somer-
set Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
contributions are suggested to the
First Presbyterian Church of
Somerset or to a charity of your
choice.

Jesse R. Stewart
Jesse R. Stewart,

95, of Bowling
Green, died at 5:40
a.m. Saturday at the
Hospice Center. 

Mr. Stewart was
born June 26, 1916, in Hop-
kinsville to the late Jesse Edward
Stewart and Ida Cunningham
Stewart. Mr. Stewart was preced-
ed in death by his parents, a
brother, Floyd Stewart, and a sis-
ter, Hettie Applegate. 

Mr. Stewart retired as a shift
engineer with TVA and served in
World War II with the Army Air
Corps. He was of the Methodist
faith.

Memorial service will be con-
ducted at 1 p.m. Saturday in the
chapel at Village Manor. John-
son-Vaughn-Phelps Funeral
Home is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Mr. Stewart is survived by his
wife, Mary Pauline (Cooper)
Stewart; a daughter, Angie Hoyle
(John M.) of Bowling Green; two
grandchildren, Johnathan Stewart
Hoyle (Katherine Berla) of
Louisville and Alison Lawless of
Lexington; and two great-grand-
children, Johnathan Avery Hoyle
of Louisville and Sage Lawless of
Lexington.

Memorial contributions may
be made to Hospice of Southern
Kentucky or Village Manor
Memorial Garden.
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Chip Winger of Bowling Green rides through the woods Thursday with fellow Kentucky Mountain Biking Association members near Barren
River at Weldon Peete Park.

trail builder.
The trail is the first phase of the

Riverfront Foundation’s overall
vision for the park. Over the next
several years, it will work toward
building a boulder park as well
offering whitewater rafting on
Barren River.

By this time next year, the
foundation also hopes to have a
bike park open as well.

“We’re already working with

the city on the bike path,” Ress
said. “We’re approaching donors
about the dirt, also working on
applying for several grants and
we’ve made great progress with
that.”

Games said the organization
wants to change the public’s per-
ception of the downtown river-
front.

“That’s an area that could use a
facelift for sure, and why not?”

Games said. “It’s readily avail-
able, and you’ve got the volun-
teers.”

Ress said developments to the
riverfront could be a reason West-
ern Kentucky University students
choose to stay in the area after
graduation.

“I believe one of the issues with
Bowling Green I’ve noticed is a
lot of WKU students leave Bowl-
ing Green after their education,”

Ress said. “Every phase of our
project will entice students to stay
in Bowling Green.”

Ress said community support
continues to increase. Games
added that the organization is
always looking for volunteers for
trail work, as well.

— For more information about
the project, go to  the Bowling
Green chapter of KyMBA’s Face-
book page.

By KIMBERLY HEFLING
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ten states
now have President Barack
Obama’s OK to scrap one of the
most rigorous and unpopular
mandates in American education
– that all students measure up in
reading and math by 2014. In
exchange, the states had to
promise they would raise stan-
dards and develop more creative
ways to measure what students
are learning.

“We’ve offered every state the
same deal,” Obama said Thurs-
day. “If you’re willing to set high-
er, more honest standards than the
ones that were set by No Child
Left Behind, then we’re going to
give you the flexibility to meet
those standards.”

Other states are expected to
take him up on the offer.

Some questions and answers
about the No Child Left Behind
education law:

Question. What is No Child
Left Behind?

Answer. No Child Left Behind
is the law President George W.
Bush signed in 2002 with the goal
of holding schools accountable
for the performance of all stu-
dents, no matter their race,
income, English proficiency or
disability. Prior to its passage,
many advocates said schools were
using average scores on tests to
hide the poor performance of
some groups of students. Support-

ers of the law said a strong feder-
al role was necessary because
states and districts were lax in
enforcement. It was passed by
Congress with widespread biparti-
san support. 

Q. What does the law require?
A. The law states that all stu-

dents must be proficient in read-
ing and math by 2014, which
means that they perform at grade
level in those subjects. It requires
annual testing, and districts must
keep a closer eye on how students
of all population groups are per-
forming. Schools that don’t meet
requirements for two years or
longer face increasingly tough
consequences, including busing
children to higher-performing
schools, offering tutoring and
replacing staff. 

Q. Why is the law disliked?
A. A common complaint is that

the 2014 deadline is simply unre-
alistic. Teachers and parents say it
has led to teaching to the test. Par-
ents don’t like the stigma of send-
ing their children to a school they
felt was labeled as a “failure”
when requirements weren’t met.
States, districts and schools say
the law is too rigid, and that they
can do a better job coming up with
strategies to turn around poor per-
forming schools. 

As the 2014 deadline approach-
es, more schools are failing to
meet requirements under the law,
with nearly half not doing so last

year, according to the Center on
Education Policy. Center officials
said that’s because some states
today have harder tests or have
high numbers of immigrant and
low-income children, but it’s also
because the law requires states to
raise the bar each year for how
many children must pass the test. 

Q. Which states took up
Obama on his offer to get a waiv-
er around the law? 

A. The first 10 states to receive
waivers are Colorado, Florida,
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New
Jersey, Oklahoma and Tennessee.
The only state that applied for the
flexibility and did not get it, New
Mexico, is working with the
administration to get approval.
Twenty-eight other states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Puerto Rico
have signaled that they, too, plan
to seek a waiver. 

Q. What do the waivers do?
A. The states excused from fol-

lowing the law no longer have to
meet the 2014 deadline. Instead,
they had to put forward plans
showing they will prepare chil-
dren for college and careers, set
new targets for improving
achievement among all students,
reward the best performing
schools and focus help on the ones
doing the worst. They also must
set guidelines for evaluating
teachers and principals. 

The current law requires
schools to use standardized tests

in math and reading to determine
student progress. The waivers do
not excuse states from those
requirements, but instead give
them the freedom to use science,
social studies and other subjects in
their measures of student
progress. States with a waiver also
can include scores on college
admissions exams and other tests
in their calculation of how schools
are performing. They can be
excused from penalties included
in the federal law but are required
to come up with their own set of
sanctions for low-performing
schools.

Q. What is the response to
Obama’s waiver plan?

A. While many educators and
governors celebrated, congres-
sional Republicans accused
Obama of executive overreach,
and education and civil rights
groups questioned whether
schools would be getting a pass on
aggressively helping poor and
minority children – the kids the
law was primarily designed to
help. And when Rep. John Kline,
R-Minn., the chairman of the
House Education and the Work-
force Committee, released new
legislation Thursday that would
rewrite No Child Left Behind, it
included a provision that prohibits
the education secretary from
coercing states into adopting spe-
cific academic standards in
exchange for a waiver.  
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levels, however, they weren’t
necessarily being asked to
improve further.

“Our best and brightest have
perhaps not been challenged as
much as they should,” Tinius said.
He’s hopeful the new account-
ability system will change that,
because schools are expected to

show improvement by every stu-
dent under the new model, he
said.

Also under NCLB, a school
could be labeled “failing” even if
it showed great improvement
overall but fell short in a single
category, Tinius said. He thinks
the new system will better com-

municate results and demonstrate
achievement.    

Tim Murley, superintendent of
Warren County Public Schools,
said he hadn’t yet reviewed the
NCLB waiver in detail, but he
plans to study it soon and to begin
looking into what steps the coun-
ty district needs to take. 

“It’s such a new thing,” Murley
said. “It just happened.”

He said he’s hopeful the waiv-
er will be a good thing, because
he’s been told it will help fix some
of NCLB’s problems.

“We’ll have to see what plays
out with the waiver,” Murley
said.

From Page 1A
Tinius thinks new system will better communicate results and demonstrate achievement

BEIRUT (AP) — Two explosions struck
security compounds in Aleppo today, killing
28 people, state media reported, the first sig-
nificant violence in a major city that has large-
ly stood by Syrian President Bashar Assad in
the 11-month-old uprising against his rule.

The blasts come as escalating violence
between regime forces and an increasingly
militarized opposition has raised fears the
conflict is spiraling toward civil war.

A Syrian offensive aimed at crushing rebels
in the battered city of Homs continued today,
with soldiers who have been bombarding the
city for the past six days making their first
ground move to seize one of the most restive
neighborhoods.

State TV blamed “terrorists” for the blasts
in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, and said they
were proof the government is facing a violent
enemy. Anti-Assad activists accused the
regime of setting off today’s blasts to discred-
it the opposition and avert protests that had
been planned in the northern city today.

Capt. Ammar al-Wawi of the Free Syrian
Army, a rebel group that wants to bring down

the regime by force, denied involvement.
“This explosion is the work of the regime to

divert world attention from the crimes it is
committing against the people of Homs,” he
said.

Along with the capital Damascus, Aleppo is
Syria’s economic center, home to the business
community and prosperous merchant classes
whose continued backing for Assad has been
crucial in bolstering his regime. The city has
seen only occasional protests.

Three earlier bombings in Damascus in
December and January that killed dozens
prompted similar exchanges of accusations.
Nobody has claimed responsibility for any of
the attacks.

Outside one of the compounds hit, the Mil-
itary Intelligence Directorate, a weeping cor-
respondent on state-run TV showed graphic
footage of at least five corpses, collected in
sacks and under blankets by the side of the
road.

Debris filled the street and residential
buildings appeared to have their windows
shattered. But the location did not appear to be

closed off, and local residents milled around
the site with few uniformed police around.

There was no immediate sign of wounded.
Earth-moving equipment was seen clearing
the rubble.

The TV presenter said the blast went off
near a park and claimed children were among
the dead, although none were seen in the TV
footage.

The second blast went off outside the head-
quarters of a police force in another part of the
city. State television cited the Health Ministry
as saying 25 people were killed in the two
blasts and 175 were wounded.

Mohammed Abu-Nasr, an Aleppo-based
activist, said the blasts came on a day when
activists were planning wide protests in the
city after Friday prayers. He said several hun-
dred people showed up for the protests despite
the bombings in different parts of the city.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights and the Local Coordinating
Committees activist group said security forces
opened fire, killing at least seven people. The
figures were impossible to confirm.

Blasts hit security HQs in Syrian city Aleppo
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