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Lender believes the mortgage settlement does not offer much of a solution
mortgages,” Conway said in a
news release issued Thursday
after he spoke in Frankfort about
Kentucky’s participation in the
agreement.

The settlement is a response to
poor lending practices and over-
the-top buying that resulted in an
economic downfall and a string of
foreclosures. One shoddy foreclo-
sure practice, officials say, was
the use of “robo-signed” docu-
ments. In many cases, banks did-
n’t properly prepare foreclosure
paperwork, and they electronical-
ly signed the documents. 

Kentucky residents whose
banks foreclosed using robo-sign-
ing will receive up to $2,000
under the new settlement. Ken-
tucky will get $10.8 million to
make those payments, according
to the attorney general’s office.

Nearly $16 million will be for
borrowers who need to refinance,
and $12 million will fund princi-
pal write-downs and loan term
changes that are meant to provide
relief to those who are behind on
payments, according to the attor-
ney general’s office. 

An estimated 11 million home-
owners nationwide are in mort-
gage trouble. The settlement
could reduce payments for up to 1
million people and 750,000 could
refinance, according to a CNN
Money report. 

The bulk of Kentucky’s money
– $20 million – will finance con-
sumer-protection programs. Con-
way plans to use a chunk of the
money Kentucky receives to go
after banks that participated in

abusive foreclosure practices, he
said in the news release. 

On Thursday, Conway subpoe-
naed the Mortgage Electronic
Registration System, “which I
believe may have circumvented
Kentucky law by failing to prop-
erly record mortgage assignments
and pay filing fees with county
clerks throughout the common-
wealth,” he said. 

Some lenders say they never
participated in poor lending, and
they’re not happy with the nation-
al settlement. 

“Somebody’s having to pay for
that,” said Jim Meyer, owner of
Meyer Mortgage Corp. in Bowl-
ing Green. “And I don’t see how
that can help very much because
($26 billion) is not a lot of dollars
now.”

Simply pumping money into
debt relief and consumer protec-
tion will not solve the problem,
which was sparked by overzeal-
ous buying and lending, Meyer
said. There was a time when the
government encouraged every-
body to own homes, but not
everyone can purchase a home,
Meyer said. 

People who could not afford
homes were taking out mortgages
made possible by subprime loans,
no documentation and other bad
lending practices. 

Americans “filed bankruptcy
yesterday and then were able to
purchase a home with little or no
down payment,” Meyer said.
“I’m not a proponent of this (set-
tlement) because I think it’s kind
of a Band-Aid around the hole ...

the water’s going to come out
somewhere else.”

Meyer believes the best way to
fix the problem is for lenders to
encourage people to buy only
what they can afford, and to work
with consumers to keep their
debt-to-income ratio low, Meyer
said.

“We need to educate the Amer-
ican people about borrowing and
credit-worthiness and those kinds
of things,” he said.

Strow, who is making pay-
ments on two houses because he
hasn’t been able to sell one of

them, says the settlement hits
home. Not only is he paying for
two houses, but his tax dollars are
indirectly supporting people who
couldn’t pay for their own homes,
he said. 

While fraudulent banks should
be punished, the overall foreclo-
sure problem is not entirely the
banks’ fault – the blame also lies
with people who bought homes
they could not afford, Strow said.

“I resent the assertion that peo-
ple who bought ... houses they
can’t afford, that it’s somebody
else’s fault than their own,” he
said. 

At Meyer’s business, lending is
picking up compared to this time
last year, and refinances are
booming because interest rates
are at historic lows, he said. 

Over the past few years, his
customers haven’t experienced
problems with foreclosures and
mortgage defaults, Meyer said.

“That’s because we never did
make any of those types of (bad)
loans,” he said. “In 36 years, I’ve
never made a subprime loan.” 

percentage of minority students
enrolled at the technical college
exceeds the proportion of minori-
ties receiving degrees over the
past several years.

From 2001-02 through 2008-
09, Kentucky’s colleges awarded
nearly 150,000 bachelor’s
degrees, with fewer than 10,000,
or 6.4 percent, of them going to
African-Americans. 

Super Sunday originated seven
years ago in the California State
University system, where it
includes more than 100 partici-
pating churches and a companion
college fair event known as Super
Saturday.

The Sunday morning service at
State Street Baptist will begin at
11 a.m. and will be led by the
Rev. Freddie Brown. Brown will
discuss the value of education
and the church’s partnership with
BGTC for Super Sunday.

BGTC President Nathan

Hodges is scheduled to talk about
the importance of education and
early planning, and an informa-
tion fair and lunch will be offered
after the service where represen-
tatives from BGTC will provide
potential students and their par-
ents with information about the
admission process, financial aid
and available programs and ser-
vices.

Burke said between 100 and
125 people attended last year’s
local Super Sunday event and he
looks to increase the number of
potential students in attendance
this weekend.

“In today’s economic climate,
education plays such an impor-
tant role,” Burke said. “In order to
stop the leakage of Afro-Ameri-
cans not making it through the
college pipeline, we have to sup-
port college awareness and com-
munity colleges play a vital role
in that.”
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Super Sunday originated in California

By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A coalition
of business, labor and education
groups pressed state lawmakers
Thursday to approve a constitu-
tional amendment that, if ratified
by voters, would legalize casinos
in Kentucky.

“We have a very simple goal –
let the people decide how to han-
dle this issue of casino gaming,”
said David
Adkisson, pres-
ident of the
K e n t u c k y
Chamber of
C o m m e r c e .
“Year after year,
our members
overwhelming-
ly support
expanded gam-
ing and the citi-
zens’ right to
vote. We
believe it is time
to finally put the
issue on the bal-
lot.”

Despite a
long history of wagering on horse
races, Kentucky’s constitution
frowns on casino-style gambling.
And, in the Bible-belt state, many
lawmakers have been reluctant to
support the proposal, knowing
they may face un-approving con-
stituents in upcoming legislative
elections.

Gov. Steve Beshear has been
pushing for expanded gambling
opportunities in Kentucky for the
past five years, but has so far been
unable to get lawmakers to go
along with him. The second-term
Democrat said Kentuckians now
are wagering hundreds of millions
of dollars in casinos in neighbor-
ing states. He said if Kentucky
legalized casinos, that money
could be kept in the state. 

Republican activist Larry
Forgy, a staunch casino opponent,
lambasted the Chamber of Com-
merce for taking sides on gam-
bling, which he considers a moral
issue. 

“I contend that there’s a front
seat in hell for the leadership of an
organization that will propose a
program that will impose gam-
bling losses on a population that
can’t afford to buy a ham sand-
wich for lunch,” Forgy said. “This
is unconscionable.”

Forgy, a former state budget
director and two-time gubernator-
ial candidate, insists that opening
Kentucky to casino gambling
won’t solve the state’s financial
problems. 

“I intend to walk barefooted
from one end of this state to the
other to defeat this constitutional
amendment if they put it on
there,” he said. “But I don’t think
they have the votes as it stands
right now.”

Despite heated debate,
Beshear’s gambling legislation
hasn’t even been filed yet. He is
calling for about a half dozen casi-
nos, most of them at horse tracks.

Kentucky State Building &
Construction Trades Council
director Larry Roberts said the
proposed constitutional amend-
ment has widespread support.

“Look around you,” he said.
“Those of us here today represent

every corner of
our state, all
political par-
ties, we are
moderates and
conservatives,
business and
labor unions,
teachers and
private citizens
– and, though
we may dis-
agree on many
other issues,
and are not shy
about express-
ing those dis-
agreements, on
this issue we

agree 100 percent.”
That coalition includes several

longtime gambling proponents,
but it also has a newcomer in the
Kentucky Education Action
Team, which represents respected
education advocates such as the
Kentucky Parent Teacher Associ-
ation, Kentucky School Boards of
Association and the Kentucky
Association of School Councils.

Kentucky Education Action
Team member Stu Silberman said
schools need additional revenue,
and, for that reason, members of
the group voted to support the
proposed gambling amendment.

“Invested wisely, we can build
new schools, modernize existing
schools and ensure that our chil-
dren have the resources they need
to learn and ultimately compete in
a modern economy,” Silberman
said.    

The Family Foundation, an
anti-gambling advocacy group,
questioned whether members of
local PTAs and school councils in
small towns across the state
would agree with Silberman that
gambling is an acceptable method
of generating revenue.

“We would like to know
whether the education groups that
are now in support of gambling
legislation are really representing
their constituencies,” said Family
Foundation spokesman Martin
Cothran. “Did they take a survey
of their members? If they did,
we’ve never heard about it. It
would take a good dose of the
New Math to conclude that this is
really going to help the state.”

He added: “Apparently these
education groups are under the
impression that the three Rs are
Reading, ‘Riting, and Roulette.’ ”

Broad coalition
presses for
casino gambling

By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A congressional
redistricting plan appeared to be back on
track in the Kentucky Legislature today, a
day after an attorney went to court to ask
a judge to take over the issue.

The State and Local Government
Committee voted 8-3 to approve a plan
that significantly shifts geographic
boundaries so the districts each contain
the same number of people. The heavily
debated measure now goes to the full
Senate where it is expected to pass
today.

The plan bolsters the Democrats’ hold
on the 6th Congressional District repre-
sented by U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler, a
move that angered some Senate Republi-
cans.

State Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr, R-Lex-
ington, called the proposal the “Ben
Chandler Lifetime Employment Act.”

“We’re making this a completely
Democratic district,” Kerr said.

The plan also contains provisions that
help incumbent Republican congress-
men, including U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers,
who would keep some of key counties
that he wanted in the 5th District that he
has represented for more than 30 years.

The Senate’s congressional redistrict-
ing proposal also would keep Owensboro
in the 2nd District and Ashland in the 4th
District. The House had pressed to shift
those cities into the 1st District and 5th
District respectively.

Lexington attorney Scott White had
filed a lawsuit Thursday asking a judge to
draw new boundaries around Kentucky’s

six congressional districts, because law-
makers had not done so.

White attached a population summary
as an exhibit to the lawsuit, showing that
the populations of all the congressional
districts are unequal. The ideal popula-
tion for each district is 723,228. The
largely rural 5th District has 50,000
fewer residents than it should. Central
Kentucky’s more urban 6th District has
35,000 more people than ideal.

House Speaker Greg Stumbo said he
believed the lawsuit would become moot
once the congressional redistricting plan
was approved.

Stumbo said he expects the measure to
pass both the Senate and the House.

“I think we both finally came to a con-
clusion that not everybody is completely
happy with but that we can pass in both

chambers,” he said.
Meanwhile, a court battle is already

raging over legislative redistricting.
The Legislative Research Commission

announced Thursday it will appeal a
judge’s ruling that found newly drawn
legislative districts to be unconstitutional.

Franklin County Circuit Judge Phillip
Shepherd ordered the secretary of state
on Tuesday not to recognize newly
redrawn legislative districts. That move
forced several lawmakers who are up for
re-election this year to file candidacy
papers in districts that had been in place
for the past decade.

Unhappy with the outcome of the
redistricting battle, House Republicans
filed suit in January challenging the con-
stitutionality of the new boundaries. A
Senate Democrat displaced in the redis-

tricting process joined the lawsuit, which
contends that the new districts could have
been better balanced by population and
redrawn in such a way that fewer coun-
ties would have been split among dis-
tricts.

The new legislative districts produced
some oddly shaped boundaries. The 89th
House District stretches from the Ten-
nessee border in McCreary County,
zigzags narrowly through Laurel County,
then encompasses all of Jackson County
for a geographic setup that one lawmaker
said would require an airplane for travel.
One Senate district stretches from Bar-
bourville to Morehead.

Shepherd’s ruling restored old district
boundaries and extends the deadline to
today for legislative candidates to file to
run in this year’s elections.

Joe Imel/Daily News
Lottie Fansler of Plum Springs looks for bargins at the Macy’s Used Book Sale at the Old L&N Depot today. More than 15,000
items were for sale.

By BILLY HICKS
Special to the Daily News

Cindy Howe of Bowling Green could
hardly contain her enthusiasm this morn-
ing as she sifted through boxes of books,
looking for literary gold.

“I’m like a cocaine addict,” she said.
“As soon as my eyes open I get ready to
come.”

Howe was one of many customers
who came early for the opening of the
three-day Macy’s Used Book Sale, an
annual event at the Historic RailPark and
Train Museum at the Old L&N Depot on
Kentucky Street. 

The sale raises money for the upcom-
ing Southern Kentucky Book Festival.

Kristie Lowry, literary outreach coor-
dinator for Western Kentucky University

Libraries, helps coordinate the event
with the support of WKU. The universi-
ty partners in the event with the Macy’s
department store, Barnes & Noble Book-
sellers and the Warren County Public
Library. 

Lowry said officials hope to raise
between $12,000 and $15,000 from the
sale, which is the average for previous
years.

“We want to make money to promote
literacy in the area,” Lowry said. “The
money goes to promote (Southern Ken-
tucky) book events as well as a few other
literary events.”

The Southern Kentucky Book Festi-
val, the beneficiary of the sale, will be
April 20-21 at the Carroll Knicely Con-
ference Center.

Lowry said that the most popular items
at used book sales tend to be nonfiction,
cookbooks and Civil War literature. 

Howe, however, said she went today in
search of books on quilting, crafts and
Christian fiction.

Howe believes some people dealing
with a tough economy might think they
don’t have money for such events, but
she says it’s still worth the trip.

“Why feel guilty?” Howe said.
“You’re supporting the library, teaching
yourself and saving money. It’s all good.”

Hardback books, CDs and DVDs are
$1. Paperback books are 50 cents, and
books on CD are $2. 

The sale is open through 7 p.m. today,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

Used book sale begins at depot

POLITICAL REDISTRICTING

Committee OKs new plan; Senate passage expected
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