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Emmanuel  Aposto l i c 
Church and the Catholic Ac-
tion Center have filed a law-
suit saying the Urban County 
Government violated their 
constitutional rights to free-
dom of religion by revoking 
a permit for The Community 
Inn, a homeless shelter on 
Winchester Road. 

The Inn’s organizers are 
seeking a court order requir-
ing the city to reinstate a 
conditional-use permit for 
the shelter, an outreach min-
istry of Emmanuel Apostolic 
Church of Zion, according to 
the lawsuit.

“We are a totally non-gov-
ernment-funded, faith-based 
organization that has followed 
all of the rules and permitting 
that were required,” said Gin-
ny Ramsey, co-director of the 
Catholic Action Center. “And 
we were very open (with the 
city) that The Community 
Inn is going to be part of Em-
manuel Apostolic Church.”

The lawsuit is the latest 
step in a dispute between the 
Inn’s supporters, who say the 
Inn is protected under free-
dom of religion and fair-hous-
ing laws, and city officials, 
who sought to relocate the 
shelter in the wake of reports 
from neighbors about home-
less people loitering, panhan-
dling and urinating in public.

Some neighbors said they 
were unaware of the shelter 
until days before it opened in 
April 2011.

Disputes surrounding The 
Community Inn are among 
the topics to be discussed by 
Mayor Jim Gray’s commission 
on homelessness, which was 
created earlier this month. 
The commission was estab-
lished as a result of several re-
cent reports related to home-
lessness, including shelter 
overcrowding, the impact of 
downtown feeding programs 
on Phoenix Park and con-
cerns raised about Messner’s  
Home, a boarding house on 

Community 
Inn backers 
file lawsuit

GROUP THAT RUNS HOMELESS SHELTER 
WANTS COURT TO REINSTATE PERMIT

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com 

See GRADUATE, A2

See LAWSUIT, A2

More Kentuckians are get-
ting college degrees, but a 
troubling trend has emerged 
in who receives them.

According to a new re-
port, the gap between gradu-
ation rates for low-income 
college students and moder-

ate- to high-income students 
jumped 8 percentage points 
between 2008 and 2010. 

In those two years, the 
graduation rate of low-income 
Kentucky students fell from 
46 percent to 35 percent, 
according to an annual ac-
countability report from the 

Council on Postsecondary 
Education. In comparison, 
the graduation rate of moder-
ate- to high-income students 
dropped four percentage 
points, from 57 percent to 53 
percent. 

The gap between gradua-
tion rates for rich and poor 
students increased from 10 
percentage points to 18.

The gap is connected to a 

bad economy, higher tuition 
rates and less state aid, and 
it’s a big problem, according 
to one expert on the econo-
my and higher education. 

“The biggest challenge 
we have in higher education 
is getting more low-income, 
low-skilled people into the 
system. We have a huge gap 
and we’re not putting re-

ECONOMY AND LESS STATE AID ARE FACTORS

College graduation gap widens for the poor

By Linda B. Blackford
lblackford@herald-leader.com
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Like Kentucky.com on 
Facebook and enter for a 
chance to win VIP passes to 
the Bluegrass Fair. 
                 Enter at Facebook.com/Kentuckycom.

See HORSE SHOW, A2

From braiding the horsetails 
to polishing the horseshoes to 
unveiling the JumboTron, or-
ganizers scrambled Monday to 
set up for the Junior League of 
Lexington’s 76th annual Char-
ity Horse Show, this week at 
The Red Mile.

About 800 horses from the 
United States and Canada 
will compete to prove they’re 
more than just clever names in 
the first of three horse shows 
that make up the Saddlebred 
Triple Crown. The other two 
shows are at the Kentucky 
State Fair in August and the 
American Royal in Kansas 
City, Mo., in November.

The Junior League show 
is the largest outdoor show 
in the world for the American 
Saddlebred, according to its 
Web site.

The show raises more than 
$4 million for charitable orga-
nizations, including the Amer-
ican Heart Association and 
God’s Pantry, and it generates 
$5 million for merchants in 
Central Kentucky each sum-
mer, according to the orga-
nizers. The championship is 
Saturday night.

800 horses get ready for the 
Saddlebred Triple Crown

By Daniel Moore
dmoore@herald-leader.com

JUNIOR LEAGUE HORSE SHOW

Slim Richardson, right, held Harlem’s Worldly Lady while Juan Rodriguez brushed her tail ahead of the opening night of the 
Junior League Charity Horse Show at The Red Mile. It’s the first show of three that make up the Saddlebred Triple Crown.

PHOTOS BY PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

Juan Rodriguez painted the hooves of Harlem’s Worldly Lady. 

IF YOU GO
The Lexington Junior League Horse Show 

The Lexington Junior League Horse Show runs through Saturday 
at The Red Mile, 1200 Red Mile Road, with sessions daily at 9 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. General admission tickets are $5 through Thursday 
and $10 Friday and Saturday, available at the door. Children 6 and 
younger are admitted free. Special events are planned for each night. 
For more information, go to Lexjrleague.com.

See a photo gallery online.

See BLACK LUNG, A5

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — 
Black lung diagnoses have 
doubled in the last decade, 
and a new investigation 
blames a combination of fac-
tors, including operators who 
cheat the system and lax en-
forcement by regulators.

Experts have warned of 
the resurgence since 1995, 
but an investigation by Na-
tional Public Radio, the Cen-
ter for Public Integrity and 
the Charleston Gazette con-
cludes that all the systems de-
signed to protect coal miners 
have failed. That includes fed-
eral lawmakers, who haven’t 
passed regulations to toughen 
1969 standards for coal dust.

The number of people 
with advanced stages of 
the disease has quadrupled 
since the 1980s in the region 
stretching from Eastern Ken-
tucky through southern West 
Virginia, into southwestern 
Virginia.

“This is clearly a public 
health epidemic,” said epide-
miologist Scott Laney of the 
National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health. 
“This is a rare disease that 
should not be occurring.”

And younger miners are 
being hit hard.

After the Upper Big Branch 
disaster, which killed 29 West 
Virginia miners in April 2010, 
autopsies revealed that nearly 
two-thirds of those who had 
enough lung tissue for test-

NUMBER OF CASES 
QUADRUPLES

Safeguards not 
protecting miners 
from black lung
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Buy One Ticket to Any of the
2012 Summer Concert Series Shows

and Get One FREE!

Having a primary care physician is important as your physician is unique-
ly trained to maintain your overall health. With routine health screenings
and counseling, your doctor helps prevent illnesses before they develop.
Drs. Coburn and Draper are seeing new patients in Jessamine County to
help you with all your health care needs.

859.858.9355

Your Family
Physicians in
Jessamine County Thomas Coburn, M.D. Stephen Draper, M.D.


