
continued support from
volunteers.

“So many people love
Cruisin’, so many people
love Heartland, so many
people love this commu-
nity,” she said. “I think
people will continue to
help.”

One potential volun-
teer resource is Rik Haw-
kins, who was the other
finalist for the job.

The former chamber
director, Hawkins creat-
ed Cruisin’ the Heart-
land and conducted a
successful Heartland Fes-
tival around a welcome
home for Vietnam veter-
ans celebration.

While expressing dis-
appointment in not be-
ing selected for the job,
Hawkins stressed the im-
portance of events in es-
tablishing a community’s
identity and quality of
life.

Vaughn said Hawkins
is “fantastic, great to
work with” and she
hopes to benefit from his
experience.

Hawkins, who sent 30
pages of background and
financial data regarding
Cruisin’ to the city, said
he’s willing to help but
doesn’t want to create an
awkward situation pro-
fessionally.

“I wish her nothing
but the best,” he said. “I
have a strong desire to
see all of these events
succeed and new events
created.”

The job was offered to
Vaughn last week but the
formal announcement
was delayed to accom-
modate the city’s hiring
process, which includes
drug screening and back-
ground checks, which
were completed Tues-
day.

In the intervening
time, news that two final-
ists remained in consid-
eration led to public ex-
pressions of support for
Hawkins. Bill Swope
spoke at Monday’s City
Council meeting and the

Elizabethtown Rotary
Club approved a formal
endorsement of Hawkins
at its meeting Tuesday.

Hawkins expressed
appreciation for the ex-
pressions of support. He
said he was not behind
any public effort to pro-
mote his candidacy.

“I didn’t prompt them
but I am grateful,” he
said.

Vaughn, who works
weekends as a disc jock-
ey at WQXE radio, has a
communications degree
from Lindsey Wilson
College and is working
on a master’s in the same
field at Bellarmine Uni-
versity.

The daughter of Greg
and Pam Bolton, both of
whom were raised in
Hardin County, she
came to live in Eliza-
bethtown as a third grad-
er and graduated in 2002
from Central Hardin.
She is married to Todd
Vaughn, originally from
Sonora.

Ben Sheroan can be 
reached at (270) 505-1764.
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giving her.”
There have been strug-

gles for Harlie, who began
having difficulty breathing
immediately after her Dec.
22 birth at Hardin Memor-
ial Hospital.

Family friend Jana
Highbaugh of Upton said
it was obvious right away
there was something
wrong. Highbaugh was at
the hospital after the deliv-
ery when nurses gathered
around Harlie in the nurs-
ery and pulled down the
curtain while they tended
to a problem with the new-
born.

“That was just inde-
scribable, how that feeling
was,” Highbaugh said. “We
didn’t want to believe that
what we were seeing was
happening.”

Harlie was sent to Ko-
sair Children’s Hospital in
Louisville, where she was
diagnosed with the life-
threatening disorder Tri-
somy 18, also known as
Edwards Syndrome.

The disorder is caused
by a tripled 18th chromo-
some. Symptoms can in-
clude structural heart de-
fects, kidney malforma-
tion, and breathing and
feeding difficulties.

Tiffany said she hadn’t
expected the disorder, or
that the 7-pound baby she
expected to deliver actual-
ly would weigh 5 pounds,
1 ounce.

“It was a huge shock to
everybody, the whole fam-
ily,” she said.

Harlie and her parents,
Tiffany and Nathan Currie,
have been in and out of
hospitals since Harlie’s
birth. Doctors told them
Harlie would have a long
road, Tiffany said.

“We’re just taking it day
by day with her and slowly
getting through it,” she
said.

Harlie’s 5-year-old bro-
ther, Lane, sometimes tags
along and loves to hold his
baby sister.

The family was back at
Kosair this week,. On Tues-
day, Harlie was breathing
more on her own.

The care and medicines
Harlie requires and the un-
certainty of her situation
caused Tiffany to leave her
job at Dollar General and
Nathan to drastically cut
the hours he works and the
number of miles from
home he is willing to travel
as a truck driver, Tiffany
said.

“We’re just doing what
God’s will is,” she said.
“We’re just trying to give
her the best life we can
give her, even if it’s in and
out of the hospital.”

The family’s income
loss led community mem-
bers to organize a fundrais-
er to help defray expenses
for Harlie’s family as they
spend all the time they can
with the baby.

Members of Upton Bap-
tist Church, Upton Civic
Club, Friends for Harlie
and other organizations
and individuals are behind
the benefit set for 5:30 p.m.
Saturday at the Upton
Community Building on
College Street.

Planned activities in-
clude a chili supper, a cake
walk, face painting and an
auction. Donations of

money and items to be
auctioned will be accepted.

Donations also can be
made by contacting Ashley
Walters at 268-8993, or
Kathy Williamson at 307-
5224, or by making a di-
rect deposit to an account
set up for the family at
West Point Bank in Upton.

Highbaugh said the
community has rallied
around the family because
of dedication to the com-
munity and parents’ ability
to imagine themselves in
the Curries place.

“Basically, the family
knows that their time is
limited, so they have cho-
sen to take that time to
spend with their child,”
said Highbaugh, a mother.
“If I had a second chance
with my baby in the hospi-
tal, I would want to spend
every moment.”

Tiffany said she and
Nathan weren’t surprised
by the support they have
received because they
know how generous their
friends and neighbors are.

She said they feel
blessed, especially because
times are hard for many
people.

She is grateful for the
time she is spending with
her daughter.

“She’s her own person,”
Tiffany said. “She’s got one
heck of a personality.”

Tiffany said Harlie
knows how to get attention
at the hospital by discon-
necting herself from moni-
tors, bringing nurses run-
ning.

“She just grins at them,”
she said. “She’s a gift from
God, by all means. We call
her our little angel.”

Amber Coulter can be 
reached at (270) 505-1746.
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It’s in the paper.

Marine
says Corps

kicking
him out

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — An outspo-
ken Marine critical of President
Barack Obama says the Marine
Corps is moving to kick him
out.

Sgt. Gary Stein says he was
notified Wednesday that the
Marine Corps has charged him

with using contemptuous
words against the commander
in chief and violating the De-
fense Department’s guidelines
barring troops from engaging
in political activities.

Stein says the Corps is be-
ginning the process to have
him discharged.


