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MISCONNECTION

with David Blandford, M.D.

KENTUCKY
EYE
INSTITUTE

David L. Blandford, MD
Eye Surgeon & Physician

New Location

1937 Old Main St., Suite 1, Maysville

606/759-7883 or 800/658-7282 

1401 Harrodsburg Rd., Suite B-75, Lexington

606/278-9393 or 800-432-9278

The connective tissue dis-
order known as “Marfan 
syndrome” is an inheritable 
condition that affects about 
one in every 5,000 
Americans. Due to a muta-
tion in the gene that controls 
how the body produces 
fibrillin (a protein that plays 
a primary role in the body’s 
connective tissue), many 
parts of the body may be 
affected. While the most 
serious complications of 
Marfan syndrome involve 
the heart and blood vessels, 
the ophthalmologist is pri-
marily concerned with the 
syndrome’s effect on the 
eyes. The most common of 
these is a dislocated lens in 
one or both eyes, in which 
the lens shifts up, down, or 
to the side. As one might 
expect, any shift in this 
important component must 
be addressed.  

Most people who have 
Marfan syndrome inherited 
it from their parents. Our 

mission is to provide the 
highest quality, comprehen-
sive care for you and your 
eyes in a relaxed and friend-
ly manner. We take the time 
to answer your questions 
and provide information to 
help you understand your 
condition and options for 
treatment. At KENTUCKY 
EYE INSTITUTE, we 
encourage our patients to 
have regular eye examina-
tions because many eye 
problems develop without 
obvious symptoms and are 
not noticed by the patient 
until damage has occurred. 
Please call 606.759.7883 or 
800.658.7282 to schedule an 
appointment. We’re located 
at 1937 Old Main St., Suite 
1, Old Washington. We spe-
cialize in "EYE CARE FOR 
ALL AGES."

P.S. A dislocated lens 
often is the first sign that a 
person has Marfan syn-
drome.

“Because A Clean House
Makes A Happy Home”

your choice

1* Room
$39

2* Rooms 
$69

3* Rooms 
$79

4* Rooms 
$89

5* Rooms 
$99

Coupon expires March 15, 2012.

* Each room up to 200 sq. ft.

Only IICRC Certified company in the area including 
lead abatement, repair & reinstallation of carpet, carpet cleaning, upholstery & 
fabric cleaning, stone, masonry & ceramic tile cleaning, odor control, smoke restora-
tion & water damage restoration.

24 Hour Emergency Water Extraction - Call Today!

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance

BIG ON COMMITMENT®.

Kentucky Farm Bureau

John DeLong

545 Tucker Dr. • Maysville, KY 

759-0544

Rick Pumpelly

Auto  •  Farm  •  Home 
Renters  •  Health  • Life 

Crop Insurance • Business
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DAVID BRANDT
Associated Press

ITTA BENA, Miss. | Sean 
Woods dealt with plenty 
of adversity as a player at 
Kentucky.

Now in his fourth-year 
as coach of Mississippi 
Valley State, Woods has 
often called on those ex-
periences — with favorable 
results.

The tiny school in the 
Mississippi Delta with the 
dilapidated facilities and 
minuscule budget is hav-
ing its best season in years; 
the Delta Devils are 15-0 
in the Southwestern Ath-
letic Conference heading 
into Saturday’s road game 
against Grambling.

This after starting the 
season 1-11.

“The thing I love about 
this group is that they’ve 
been very mature about 
the situation,” Woods said. 
“We’ve always just taken 
one game at a time and 
that’s the biggest reason 
we’ve been able to sus-
tain the run that we’re on. 
We’ve never looked past 
the opponent.

“We enjoy the praise, but 
we also don’t put too much 
into it because the same 
people who are patting you 
on your rear right now are 
the same ones that weren’t 
before.”

Mississippi Valley has 
clinched the league’s regu-
lar-season championship, 
which comes with an auto-
matic berth to the National 
Invitation Tournament. 
But for the ultimate prize 
— a spot in the NCAA tour-
nament — the Delta Devils 
must win the conference 
tournament in Dallas.

Their latest two victories 
have come in exciting fash-
ion with a hint of déjà vu 
— Paul Crosby hit game-
winning 3-pointers in the 
final seconds to beat both 
Prairie View and Texas 
Southern.

“You know, we cel-
ebrated for a little after 
the Texas Southern win 
while because it was a good 
moment,” Crosby said, 
proudly pointing out the 
exact spot where he hit 
his second game-winner. 
“But it didn’t last too long. 
We’ve got other things we 
want to accomplish. We 
still come out here every 
day and try to get better 
so we’ll be ready for those 
three games in Dallas.

“Besides, coach Woods 
never lets us get too com-
fortable.”

Woods, 41, will always be 
linked to his time at Ken-
tucky, where he was one 
of “The Unforgettables,” 
a quartet of Wildcats who 
brought the program back 
to prominence in the early 
1990s.

The four — Woods, John 
Pelphrey, Richie Farmer and 
Deron Feldhaus — endured 
a two-year postseason ban. 
But during their senior 
season in 1992, they helped 
the Wildcats make a deep 
NCAA tournament run be-
fore a 104-103 loss to Duke 
in the regional finals in what 
is considered one of the best 
college games ever played.

A tenacious 6-foot-2 

guard during his playing 
days, Woods’ personal-
ity has carried over to the 
Delta Devils.

Still in good shape, he 
can jump right into the 
middle of practice if need-
ed. Usually he just watches 
intently, though his oc-
casional tirades nearly peel 
the green and red paint off 
the tiny gym’s walls.

“It’s intense,” Crosby 
said. “It’s high energy. But 
coach Woods is the same 
way every day and we like 
that. He gets the most 
out of us. He’s been to the 
NCAA tournament so he 
knows what it takes.”

Mississippi Valley’s 
senior-laden team is cen-
tered around veterans 
Terrance Joyner, Crosby, 
Kevin Burwell and Cor-J 
Cox. The Delta Devils lead 
the SWAC in scoring and 
3-pointers during confer-
ence play, but are also third 
in defense, a combination 
that’s proven unbeatable.

Other teams have en-
joyed the same success the 
Delta Devils are having, but 
few have had to overcome 
as many obstacles along 
the way. At Mississippi 
Valley, even the smallest 
budgetary issues can cause 
headaches.

As Woods walked down 
the dark hallways outside 
of the school’s athletic of-
fices, he ducked his head 
into his secretary’s room.

“What’s going on with 
the buses to Grambling?” 
he asked, inquiring about 
this weekend’s road trip.

What should have been 
a quick answer instead 
devolved into a 10-minute 
conversation about the mi-
nutia — and money — in-
volved in setting the travel 
schedule. Considering the 
entire basketball budget sits 
around $350,000 for the 
season, every penny counts.

“I probably spend 80 
percent of my time deal-
ing with things that have 
nothing to do with basket-
ball,” Woods said. “When I 
get to actually prepare for 
the opponent? That’s the 
luxury time. But I’m doing 
the best with what I’ve got.

“There will be no ex-
cuses in this program.”

That attitude has served 
Mississippi Valley well, 
especially during the tough 
stretch that nearly every 
SWAC school goes through 
in November and Decem-
ber. The Delta Devils criss-
crossed the country, play-
ing some of the nation’s 
top teams on the road in 
exchange for money to 
supplement the athletic 
budget.

The murderer’s row 
included losses to North 
Carolina, Notre Dame, Ar-
kansas, Mississippi, Iowa 
State, Florida and Wis-
consin. Some games were 
close. Many were not. 

Woods, Miss. Valley State riding 
15-game win streak in SWAC
DELTA DEVILS 
UNDEFEATED IN 
CONFERENCE PLAY 
UNDER FORMER 
UNFORGETTABLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
In this Thursday photograph taken at practice on the Itta Bena, 
Miss., campus, Mississippi Valley State coach Sean Woods has 
driven his team to a 15-0 record in the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference, hoping to parlay it to a conference tournament 
championship and its automatic bid to the NCAA tournament.

BLUE JAYS
FROM C1

Warriors sophomore 
Max Long led all scor-
ers with 24 points. Matt 
Stewart scored 15, all in 
the second half, reserve 
Terry Sparks pitched in 12, 
and Reid Mahorney had 
10, eight in the first quar-
ter, for Mariemont (10-11).

The Warriors led 19-
13, based on the strength 
of four putback baskets 
in the first 6:50 of the 
game, with 6:50 to go in 
the second quarter. But 
Ripley, which figured to 
be undersized compared 
to Mariemont coming in, 
put together a noticeably 
better performance on the 
boards from that point 
on and got some treys to 
drop.

The result was a lead the 
Blue Jays held most of the 
rest of the way.

“They didn’t do a good 
job of boxing out, so we 
just needed to crash, and 
we (weren’t) doing that,” 
first-year Ripley coach 
Marty Adams said. “And 
when we started doing 
that, we started taking 
over the game a little bit.”

After Long drove the 
lane for a layup and that 
six-point Mariemont 
lead, the Blue Jays out-
scored the Warriors 
17-6 the rest of the half. 
Perkins, an all-SHL per-
former, drained two long 
treys, and after another 
Long layup, Bennett made 
a steal and a 3.

Long again drove for a 
layup and Sparks turned 
a steal into a transition 
layup for a three-point 
Mariemont edge. Saelens 
countered with a trey, 
Bennett nailed two char-
ity tosses and Mitchell, 
Ripley’s other all-league 

player, sank a 3 at the 
buzzer for a 30-25 Blue 
Jays lead.

Mariemont tied the 
game three times — at 35, 
38 and 40 — in the third 
quarter and was within 
two at 52-50 on Sparks’ 
putback with 7:09 to go in 
the final frame.

Ripley replied with the 
next 12 points to force 
Mariemont to play catch-
up the rest of the way. 
Austin Brooks collected 
an offensive rebound to 
set up a Mitchell jumper, 
Perkins canned a pair at 
the line, Saelens grabbed a 
lob for a layup, and Brooks 
hit two free throws. Per-
kins’ basket in the post 
with 4:03 left put Ripley 
ahead 62-50.

The play of Brooks, a 
shot-blocking and re-
bounding force down low, 
and Brad Kirschner, who 
drew two charges, off the 
bench impressed Adams.

“The bench was phe-
nomenal tonight,” the 
coach said. “Brad does 
that night in, night out ... 
he’s a hard-nosed player 
(and) he’s willing to take a 
charge. I think he’s (taken) 
about six this year, and 
that’s six more than all our 
other guys combined, so 
that tells you something 
about him.

“And Austin Brooks 
did a phenomenal job off 
the bench. He did a great 
job defensively, hands up, 
getting deflections, steals 
and stuff ... that’s what we 
need to be effective is the 
bench guys to step up.”

Mariemont, down six 
with about two minutes 
left, elected to foul on ev-
ery Ripley possession to 
try to make Ripley seal the 
game at the line. The Blue 
Jays didn’t make the final 
result as decisive as Ad-
ams would have liked.

“We just gotta do a bet-

ter job of focusing,” he 
said. “We try to shoot ‘em 
when we’re tired in prac-
tice to work on that, but 
it’s just, I think, a mental 
thing down the stretch, 
focusing on the free-
throw line.

“We’ll work on that this 
weekend,” Adams added, 
laughing.

One other unfortunate 
development for Ripley 
down the stretch was the 
loss of Bennett and Per-
kins to injuries. Bennett 
had to be carried off after 
a leg injury with about 15 
seconds left to a standing 
ovation, though Adams 
said he will “probably” 
be good to go for Rip-
ley’s next game Tuesday 
against North College 
Hill.

The outlook doesn’t ap-
pear quite so good for Per-
kins. His foot was stepped 
on while planted, and it’s 
“black and blue.” Addi-
tionally, Perkins said he 
heard a pop, Adams said.

“They’re both tough 
guys, so it’ll be big losses if 
we lose either one of ‘em,” 
Adams said.

Now Ripley looks ahead 
to the Trojans, whom they 
expect to bring full-court 
pressure.

“We just need to be 
strong with the ball and 
handle their pressure,” 
Adams said, “and if we 
do that and box out and 
rebound, I think we got a 
good shot of beating ‘em.”

Mariemont  17  8  21  20  — 66
Ripley  13  17  20  23  — 73
M: Long 24, Stewart 15, Mahorney 10, 

Nerl 2, Adams 0, Sparks 12, Butcher 
2, Galbraith 1, Rolander 0. Total 66.

R: Saelens 21, Perkins 17, Bennett 11, 
Mitchell 10, Haley 5, Kirschner 5, 
Brooks 4, Arnett 0. Total 73.

3-pointers: Mariemont 5 (Long 3, 
Stewart, Sparks), Ripley 10 (Saelens 
4, Perkins 3, Mitchell 2, Bennett).

Records: Mariemont 10-11, Ripley 
17-4.

REDS 3B SCOTT ROLEN UNSURE WHAT TO EXPECT FOR COMING SEASON
GOODYEAR, Ariz. | 

Third baseman Scott Ro-
len won’t make a guess 
about how many games 
his surgically repaired 
shoulder will allow him to 
play this season. The Cin-
cinnati Reds hope it’s a lot 
more than last year.

Rolen reported with 

the rest of the Reds po-
sition players for their 
first workout on Friday. 
He said his left shoulder 
feels good, six months 
after surgery to clean it 
out.

Still, he’s not sure what 
to expect. Rolen turns 37 
on April 4 and has been 

bothered by back and 
shoulder problems the 
last two years. He’s enter-
ing the final year on his 
contract.

Rolen played in so few 
games last season — 65 
— that he felt fresh at the 
end of the year, something 
he’d like to avoid.  — AP


