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Highlands trees
I'm sorry that a few wealthy

patrons are being inconve-
nienced by the tree situation at
Bowman Field. This is not
enough of a reason to compro-
mise the property values, health
and happiness of hundreds of
people who live around the air-
port.

The Highlands area is one of
the most viable neighborhoods in
Greater Louisville. Hacking the
trees and the subsequent noise of
larger planes will impact the
whole area. The executives who
will benefit from this massive
experiment do not live in the
area.

More important, this proposal
may not even work to solve the
monetary problems of the air-
port. It loses $1million a year and
only pays $500,000 in tax reve-
nue to the city. Is $500,000
enough to take such a chance?
How much does the city collect
from the residents in the High-
lands neighborhood?

Longer runways are needed.
This airport has done a good job
for 90 years, but now it is
hemmed in and can't give the
planes the length they need, no
matter how much we are forced
to give up for it. Clark County Re-
gional Airport is their best bet.
We are repairing the Sherman
Minton Bridge and building an-
other one, anyway. We don't need
to take such an outlandish
chance on a “maybe” proposi-
tion. The city owns that land and
should reincorporate it into Sen-
eca and Cherokee parks.

Trees are very important for
air quality. This area has lost
hundreds in the recent years to
drought and ice storms. Sadly,
the invasive honeysuckle under-
growth in Cherokee and Seneca
parks is preventing any new tree
growth. Our health depends on
us saving trees, not killing them.
The loss of any tree is criminal.

DEANNA O’DANIEL
Louisville 40204

Apt adages
Considering the present con-

dition of Congress and its effec-
tiveness over the past several ad-

ministrations [both parties], one
only needs to look at the warning,
issued long ago about our govern-
ment, in the Federalist essays by
Alexander Hamilton, John Jay
and James Madison. It states: “If
angels were to govern men, nei-
ther external nor internal con-
trols on government would be
necessary. In framing a govern-
ment which is to be administered
by men over men, the great diffi-
culty lies in this: You must first
enable the government to control
the governed; and in the next
place oblige it to control itself.”

Perhaps, Congress should con-
sider the old adage, “We have
seen the enemy and it is us.”

ROBERT FOWLER
Louisville 40207

Points about air field
I think that many valid points

are getting swept under the rug
or being given cursory attention
on the recent issues involving
Bowman Field.

If the current flight paths are
unsafe then why have flights not
been suspended at this airport?
Second, the only mention of the
Clark County airport in your arti-
cles was to say that it was incon-
venient for those who use Bow-
man Field. The field is 15 to 20
minutes from most of metro
Louisville. How convenient does
it need to be?

The percentage of Louisville
residents that works, plays or in
any way utilizes Bowman Field
can't be more than a fraction of 1
percent. There have to be more
Louisville residents who live or
work within one-half mile of the
field who are being adversely im-
pacted by the tree removal, build-
ing and signage requirements
than everyone who uses Bowman
Field within a year.

The loss of a million dollars a
year has also not been properly
addressed. To say the taxpayer
dollars are not spent to subsidize
the few businesses and individ-
uals that utilize this field is not ac-
curate. As I understand it, the air-
port is publicly, not privately,
owned, and therefore any loss is a
loss to the taxpayers regardless
of whether this loss is covered by
the operating expenses at Louis-

ville International Airport. Re-
ducing the operating cost of com-
panies like UPS or usage fees for
those that utilize the main airport
will do much more for our local
economy than biplane rides and
private jets have ever done.

Finally, no one has addressed
the value of this real estate,
which is significant. Instead of
decreasing the value of the neigh-
borhoods around the airport we
could instead lease the road
frontage to commercial inter-
ests, sell some acreage for addi-

tional in-fill housing and expand
Seneca Park, all of which would
potentially benefit many more
people than Bowman Field cur-
rently does.

There is no environmental up-
side, there is no economic upside
and there is no quality-of-life up-
side. If the airport cannot func-
tion in its current condition and
cannot be profitable, then it is
time to seriously consider other
alternatives.

DAVID BUCHART
Louisville 40204
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FORUM FLASHES
Head-banger a head-scratcher

Musically speaking, when you think Rick San-
torum, über-family-values candidate for president of
the United States, you might think Pat Boone, but you
most definitely don’t think metal’s Megadeth frontman

Dave Mustaine.
Guess again. In the latest edition of

“Politics Makes Strange Bedfellows,”
Mr. Boone, of white bucks fame, has
come out for Mr. Santorum — and so has
Mr. Mustaine ... well, sort of. Mr. Mus-
taine, whose albums include “Killing Is
My Business ... And Business Is Good!”
and “United Abominations,” told a mu-
sic news outlet that he wanted to see a
Republican in the White House and that

he hoped it was Rick Santorum. Right after that banner
news went viral — or at least bacterial — Mr. Mustaine
walked it back a little saying he still backed a Repub-
lican “but by no means have made my choice yet.” So,
there’s still time, Messrs. Romney, Gingrich and Paul,
for the Megadeth endorsement.

No matter who gets Mr. Mustaine’s backing, this
much is almost certain: Bet there’s no other supporter
whose neck bones have been fused because of too
much head-banging.

Mustaine

A laudable library upgrade

An ambitious renovation project at the
Western Branch of the Louisville Free Public

Library is a welcome and much-
needed advance for learning.
Built in 1908, the Western Branch
opened at the same time as the
Main Branch, Fourth and York
streets. In thosedays,evenlibrar-
ies were segregated, so the neo-
Georgian building at 10th and

Chestnut streets was designated for African Americans.
Today, the branch enjoys heavy usage, with frequent

patrons including students from nearby Central High
School. Using funds allocated from a federal Communi-
ty Development Block Grant, the half-million-dollar
renovation will include adding more computers and a
reading room for the library’s collection of African-
American archival documents.

Mayor Greg Fischer, who has been committed to life-
long learning through projects such as the Mayor’s Book
Club, has said that “Libraries are critical to achieving
[the goal of lifetime learning] ... It is terrific to see so
much support for this historic landmark.”

It is also terrific to see continued commitments to one
of our city’s greatest civic treasures, its public libraries.

The Western Branch

Facebook, YouTube and a .45

Tommy Jordan’s 15-year-old daughter bristled
against doing household chores — an adolescent

peeve with generations of precedent — and posted a
profanity-laden protest on Facebook — a relatively recent

outlet for teenage emotions. Unfortu-
nately for her, Mr. Jordan, an IT special-
ist, was able to read it. Unfortunately for
all concerned, Mr. Jordan, of Albemarle,
N.C., responded with a chastising video
on YouTube that concluded with his
pumping nine rounds from his .45 into her
laptop. The video has gone viral.

Many young people share resent-
ments similar to the daughter’s; some parents commiser-
ate with the dad. Needless to say, however, theirs were not
constructive responses to family conflicts.

The episode is a reminder, though, that while technol-
ogy changes, the obligations of parenting don’t. In addi-
tion to being vigilant about a child’s activities, friends and
schoolwork, parents now must be aware of the potential
perils of Facebook and social media. Guns and humiliating
videos obviously are the wrong way to correct a child. But
the risks that children will post inappropriate, even dan-
gerous, material on the Internet are genuine — and re-
quire respectful but careful monitoring.

Facebook logo

Should women be
allowed to serve in com-
bat units? That’s the
question the Point Taken
bloggers, a group of for-
mer Forum Fellows,
tackle this week. You can
read their thoughts, and
add your own, at
www.courier-journal.com/
opinion. Click on Point
Taken.

POINT TAKEN

EDITORIALS

W ant to convene a panel to
testify before Congress
about birth control,

health care coverage of contra-
ception and religious freedom? If
you’re California Republican
Rep. Darrell Issa, chairman of
the House Oversight Committee,
you ask only men (see Associated
Press photo at right) to testify as
witnesses, even as you insist that
the testimony is not about repro-
ductive rights at all but about
matters of conscience.

Yeah, as someone once said,
that’s the ticket.

That’s the ticket if you’re a
member of the modern-day Re-
publican Party that can’t seem to
find its way to the sensible center
on so many social issues, a party
that seems to be the direct de-
scendant of right-wing warrior
Pat Buchanan. If you recall, his
prime-time “cultural war”
speech during the 1992 Republi-
can National Convention scared
the audience at home and proba-
bly contributed to unseating
President George H. W. Bush. It

was pitchforks and torches time
as Mr. Buchanan went down the
checklist of demonizing “radical
feminism,” “abortion on de-
mand,” “homosexual rights,”
“women in combat units.”

He may have lost the battle
then, but he seems to have won
the war for the soul of the Repub-
lican Party.

Dial forward to 2012, and you
have an all-male panel discussing

birth control in the Republican-
dominated House.

You have a supporter of Re-
publican candidate Rick Santo-
rum joking on national television
about “gals” holding an aspirin
between their knees as contra-
ception.

You have sonogram and “per-
sonhood” bills being introduced
in state legislatures to try to
thwart a woman’s access to legal

lines are becoming more obvious
by the day in a presidential race
in which pandering to right-wing
extremism has hijacked both dis-
cussion and position.

Before she walked out of the
congressional hearing in which
only men were scheduled to testi-
fy, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y.,
asked, “Where are the women?”

That’s a good question.

abortion.
You have elected and unelect-

ed GOP officials declaring war
on Planned Parenthood.

YouhaveRepublicanNewJer-
sey Gov. Chris Christie vowing to
veto a bill legalizing same-sex
marriage that was passed by his
state’s legislature.

And women in combat? Let’s
just stay there are front lines for
women in America, too, and those

In GOP House, women’s voices are silenced
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