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Southern Indiana: Partly sunny to-
day, mostly cloudy tomorrow.

WEATHER | B2

TODAY TOMORROW

53 32 37
36-HOUR FORECAST

HOOPING IT UP
We'll have the scores, the
stats and the perspective
on Mississippi at No. 1
Kentucky, No. 21 Saint
Mary’s at No. 16 Murray
State and No. 19
Louisville at DePaul.
Sunday Sports | C1

ANOTHER
LINCOLN
Renowned Louisville
sculptor Ed Hamilton,
creator of the Lincoln
Memorial on Waterfront
Park, is working on
another statue of the
“Great Emancipator,”
this one a 12-foot bronze
monument for Centre
College.
Sunday Features E1

SAVING WITH
MELISSA
Drug costs getting you
down? “Dollars & Sense”
columnist Melissa Poore
shares great ideas for
saving on your
medications.
Sunday Features E1

CAN WE TALK?
PechaKucha Night, a
concept than began in
Japan and spread around
the world, brings people
together to talk about
their passions. Louisville's
next one is Tuesday
at Metro Hall.
Sunday Arts

SUNDAY’S

BEST

As workers cleared concrete bar-
riers and readied on-ramps, Louis-
ville and Southern Indiana were
abuzz Friday with rumors that the
Sherman Minton Bridge, closed for
more than five months because of a
cracked beam, was nearly ready to
reopen.

The signs, it seemed, were every-
where.

Workers hauled away concrete
walls on the bridge approaches and
reopened a ramp from West Inter-
state 64 to Interstate 65 that had
been closed since September to ease
congestion in Spaghetti Junction.

Near the Indiana end of the
bridge in New Albany, several
trucks and heavy equipment were
on the bridge late Friday afternoon.
But a worker said he could provide
no information about when the span
would reopen and told reporters to

leave.
Despite the visible preparations,

local, state and federal officials of-
fered few details on when traffic
would return to the Sherman Minton.

The Indiana Department of Trans-
portation was monitoring the work of
Hall Contracting of Kentucky, the
contractor in charge of adding steel
plates to reinforce beams running
the length of the bridge.

“We have not been given the ad-
vance notice to get ready,” Will Wing-
field, a department spokesman, said
late Friday.

Commuters eagerly awaited the
bridge’s return to service.

“I can’t wait for my life to be the
way it used to be,” said Sondra Pow-

DRIVERS EAGERLY AWAITING
REOPENING OF BRIDGE

COMING
SOON

Workers remove concrete barriers on westbound Interstate 64’s entrance
ramp to the Sherman Minton Bridge on Friday morning in anticipation of the
bridge reopening soon. JOHN ROTT/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

BRIDGE NEWS
See continuing coverage of the Sher-
man Minton Bridge and area traffic at
www.courier-journal.com/sherman.

By Marcus Green and
Joseph Lord
The Courier-Journal

See BRIDGE, Page A2

SHERMAN MINTON
COUNTDOWN

WASHINGTON — Americans are getting an election-
year tax present. Congress voted with rare speed and
cooperation Friday to extend a Social Security payroll
tax cut for160 million workers and to renew unemploy-
ment benefits for millions more who haven’t seen a
paycheck in six months.

With lawmakers’ ratings in the gut-
ter, the legislation sped through both
the House and Senate and was on its
way to President Barack Obama, who
saluted the quick passage.

Taxpayers have grown accustomed
to the 2 percentage point cut in the pay-
roll tax over the past year — around $80
a month for someone earning $50,000 a
year — and the reduction now will be
continued. So will jobless benefits averaging about
$300 a week for the long-term unemployed, though the
aid will be cut off sooner than before for many recipi-
ents.

Both provisions, which were to expire in less than

Tax cut
extension
approved
Obama gets bill from Congress
that also renews jobless benefits
By Andrew Taylor
Associated Press

See CONGRESS, Page A4

Obama

Every four years, the candidates
for president tell the voters that they
are deciding the most important elec-
tion in history.

But historians beg to differ.
It was the 1860 election that was

most influential in shaping the na-
tion’s future, according to a Univer-
sity of Louisville McConnell Center
survey of 53 presidential scholars re-
leased Friday.

Based on the survey, the center re-
leased a list of the 10 most important

1860 election
No. 1 in poll
Historians in U of L survey rank
presidential races’ importance
By James R. Carroll
jcarroll@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See PRESIDENT, Page A4

Abraham
Lincoln:
Country’s
fate was in
the balance

WARM AND
WELCOMING

HOME OF THE WEEK D1, D4, D5 SPORTS | C1

TRINITY 61,
JEFF 54
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GOOD PEOPLE
WITH CREDIT
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Have you heard no in
the past? Don’t wait
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