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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Rayna Pound, 9, Hopkinsville
Rayna Pound said she en-

joys spending her free time
playing with her two cats:
Spooky, who is a black cat,
and Pawz, a “kind-of yellow”
cat.
“I couldn’t have a dog be-

cause my mom is allergic,”
said Rayna. “But these cats
stay outside.”
Rayna said she also likes

to play outside and spends
her time building forts and

other cre-
ations.
“I like to

make forts,”
Rayna said.
“My broth-
er made a
tepee once.
Sometimes
I’ll make forts inside, like
with my bed.”
When not playing with

her cats or engineering

fortresses, Rayna said she
also enjoys playing volley-
ball on her team, The Gator
Girls, which practices at
Christian County Middle
School.
“I like to play volleyball

because it’s fun,” said Rayna. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Snow in Kentucky
Light snow covers some
roads in eastern Kentucky.
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The U.S. Department of
Agriculture offers loans to
people who want to buy, rent
or restore homes in rural
areas — as long as the poten-
tial borrowers’ incomes are
low enough.
Most land in Christian

County outside Hopkinsville
and all land in Todd and Trigg
counties qualifies for the pro-
gram.
For the 340 people in these

three counties already taking
advantage of  loans, the USDA
is now offering a chance to re-
finance while interest rates
are extremely low.
The offer extends to 19

states that suffered most from
the economic downturn, ac-
cording to the USDA’s esti-
mate. Other eligible states are
scattered across the map: Cal-
ifornia and Florida, Michigan
and Rhode Island.
A news release from the

USDA calls this part of  the
Obama administration’s ef-
fort to “help middle class fam-
ilies, create jobs, and
strengthen the economy.” The
USDA estimates 235,000 home-
owners will qualify for the
offer. In Kentucky, 17,528 peo-
ple have USDA homeowner
loans, according to the re-
lease.
Borrowers don’t need to get

new credit reports, appraisals
or property inspections to
complete the refinancing, ac-
cording to an internal USDA
memo available on the de-
partment’s website. The de-
partment only requires that
they have made timely mort-
gage payments for a year be-
fore refinancing.
The USDA’s news release

Rural
locations
qualify
for loans

MONEY FOR HOMES
n

Man receives 
new home 
through local 
program
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CADIZ, Ky. — The attorney
of  a man charged with shoot-
ing another man to death in
Trigg County last year with-
drew from the case Wednesday
afternoon, saying the family
could no longer afford his legal
fees.
Attorney Will Kautz repre-

sented Dwight D. Wisdom, 19,
of  Princeton, before the ar-
raignment. Kautz said he will

be replaced by a
public defender.
In an interview

Wednesday, Wis-
dom’s father and
mother said they
had raised the
money to pay the
legal fees but
that Kautz would
not accept pay-
ment. Dwight Wisdom Sr. said
he called Kautz on Friday and
tried to pay a $20,000 fee, but
was told by Kautz that he

couldn’t take any more money
from the family. 
Kautz said he was in a trial

all day Friday and never re-
ceived a phone call from the fa-
ther or anyone relating to
Wisdom’s case and declined to
talk about the specifics of  the
fees for confidentiality rea-
sons. Even if  the family had
raised the money, “it would
take a lot more to try the case
the way it should be,” Kautz
said.
Additionally, Wisdom’s fam-

ily said they were unaware
that Kautz was going to step
down from the case and were
surprised when it happened.
Outside of  the courtroom

after the arraignment, the
family confronted Kautz about
the fee payments. The father
was escorted from the building
by a deputy after cussing, and,
soon after, the other family
members were asked to leave.
Following the confrontation,

Kautz could not foresee any
circumstances where he would
again work on the case. 
In December 2011, Wisdom

allegedly shot and killed Eric
Jones, 26, at a late-night party
in Trigg County. Wisdom
turned himself  in to state po-
lice three days later.
Wisdom’s pretrial conference

is set for March 14.

REACH BENJAMIN JOUBERT at 270-887-3240 
or bjoubert@kentuckynewera.com.

Wisdom

Defense attorney steps down in Trigg murder case

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
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Angela Felty can’t forget the look on her
face.
Felty is the director of  the Elevation

Teen Center, where Hop-
kinsville High School stu-
dent Miranda Campbell
hung out most weekends.
Miranda, 14, died Saturday
night in Crofton. On Fri-
day, she was at the teen
center and came by the
snack bar where Felty saw
her.
“She would get the same

thing every weekend,”
Felty said. “Orange Crush. She would kind
of  look at you like, ‘You should know what
I want by now.’ I can’t get that look out of
my eyes.” 
Miranda’s death from a self-inflicted

gunshot wound has sparked a local move-
ment against bullying and teen suicide.
The Miranda Campbell Challenge, started
Sunday by Felty and kids from the teen cen-
ter, has a Facebook page with 1,129 likes from
users. Many users have left supportive com-
ments for the movement and Miranda’s fam-
ily.
The school had a memorial service for Mi-

randa in its gymnasium Wednesday night.
Friends and family spoke about Miranda
during the event.
Travis Campbell, Miranda’s father, said

that his daughter dealt with bullying on a
day-to-day basis in school, in connection to
her bisexuality. Felty, who knew Miranda
for more than two years, also said bullying
was a factor in her life.
Both Campbell and Felty want the move-

ment to help discourage bullying in schools
and the community. 
“We are going to use (the challenge) to

communicate to parents and teachers in the

area the price that can be paid from lashing
out and bullying,” Campbell said. “We are
making sure we can turn this into some-
thing positive.” 
Felty emphasized the problem teen sui-

cide represents; according to the American
Academy of  Child and Adolescent Psychia-
try, suicide is the third leading cause of
death among 15- to 24-year-olds and the
sixth leading cause of  death among 5- to 14-
year-olds. 
The academy also mentioned several

warning signs that an adolescent may ex-
hibit before attempting suicide, including a
withdrawal from family and friends or a
marked personality change. Felty said she
never saw any signs that Miranda was trou-
bled. 
“She was a quiet girl,” Felty said. “She

hung with her friends every weekend.
There were about 10 of  them that were her
close friends. I never felt like I saw some-
thing personally.” 

Death sparks movement
against bullying, suicide

School mourns loss during memorial service
BENJAMIN JOUBERT | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Attendees of the memorial service write notes on a large sheet at the end of the ceremony. The sheet will be hung in Miranda Campbell’s room. 

SEE MOVEMENT, PAGE A5

Chasing a crown:
Area grapplers seek 
region wrestling title   

SPORTS B1

Miranda  
Campbell


