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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 More original
6 Gold measure
11 Kitchen come-on
12 No longer a minor
13 Vault intersection
14 Manmade fiber
15 Desk part
17 Crunch targets
19 “Case of the Ex” singer
20 Fly catcher
23 Country
25 Writer Morrison
26 Ward off bad luck
28 Valentine trim
29 Brain, slangily
30 Moose’s kin
31 Oxlike antelope
32 Outlaw
33 “Under Siege” star
35 Crew member
38 Happened
41 Very thin
42 Support staff
43 Astonish
44 “ — alive!”
DOWN
1 Old horse
2 Misstep
3 Noted 1969 event
4 Arabic prince
5 Went wild
6 Asian peninsula
7 Miles off
8 Beam of light
9 Before today
10 Kayo count
16 Daughter of Naomi Judd
17 Sock spot
18 Insipid
20 Percussion instrument

21 — Gay (historic bomber)
22 Obama’s veep
24 Glacier makeup
25 Tango quorum
27 Chewy candies
31 Movie category
33 Famous canal
34 Bailiwick
35 Org. with badges
36 Resistance unit
37 Sailing site
39 That girl
40 Twisty turn

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Some plays go very much 
against the grain, but that is 
not a good reason for failing to 
make them when the occasion 
calls for it. Consider this deal 
where West leads a diamond to 
East’s ace and East returns the 
queen of diamonds.

Let’s assume South covers 
with the king, ruffed by West, 
and that a heart is returned. 
There is nothing South can do 
now to save the contract, and 
he eventually loses two more 
diamond tricks to go down one.

Yet the contract is as cold as 
a mackerel if declarer, aware 
that the opening lead might 
be a singleton, takes steps to 
guard against that possibil-
ity. All he has to do to ensure 
10 tricks is to play low from 
his hand on the queen of dia-
monds!

True, this is an unnatural 
play, but it is the right thing to 
do because it guarantees the 
contract against everything 
short of a volcanic eruption. 
There is a substantial danger 
that West may have a singleton 
diamond, and the advantage 
of ducking the diamond queen 
at trick two becomes apparent 
once declarer stops to think 

about it.
After the queen of diamonds 

wins, East cannot do any harm 
to declarer, even if he next 
plays the jack of diamonds, 
which South also ducks. In that 
case, West would score a trump 
trick, but that would be the last 
trick for the defense.

The virtue of ducking the 
queen of diamonds at trick 
two can be more readily ap-
preciated if South realizes that 
he is looking at 10 tricks — six 
spades, two hearts, a club and 
the king of diamonds — after 
East wins the opening diamond 
lead with the ace. 

All declarer has to do is to 
make sure that the king of dia-
monds doesn’t get taken away 
from him at trick two. Ducking 
the queen of diamonds, and 
ducking the next diamond if 
necessary, assures that that 
will not happen.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Even though discussions with partners 

and friends could be at loggerheads, this is 
an excellent day to talk about business and 
commerce. Real-estate deals look particu-
larly promising.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Ignore power plays with co-workers 

today. (It’s all about power and control.) 
What really matters is that your own re-
search is paying off beautifully! Keep at it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Difficulties with romantic partners or 

children might mar the morning. But in the 
bigger picture, relations with groups and 
friends are pleasant and very beneficial 
today. Go with what works.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Quit squabbling with family members 

and focus on important discussions with 
bosses, parents, teachers and VIPs. These 
discussions will lead to favorable results 
for you — no question.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Forget squabbles with siblings and 

neighbors today. This is minor stuff. What’s 
important is your chance to make wonder-
ful travel plans or advances in publishing, 
higher education, medicine and the law. 
These opportunities are here for you!

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Even though you might be worried 

about finances or perhaps a possession, 
focus on tying up loose details with shared 
property, debt, taxes and inheritances. 
You can make great strides in these areas 
today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Avoid power struggles with family 

members. Instead, focus on positive plans 
about travel. Explore higher education and 
doing fun things with partners and friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This morning, you might feel agitated 

about something. Fortunately, everything 
at work goes swimmingly! People are sup-
portive, and you’ll get what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Avoid ego battles with female friends 

or groups. Instead, focus on children, romantic escapes, 
sports and pleasure. You can have fun today!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Do not go head to head with bosses and authority 

figures today. It won’t be pretty. Instead, focus on family 
situations and making improvements at home, which will 
be easy!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Steer away from touchy subjects like politics, religion 

and racial issues today. Instead, talk about movies, sports, 
children and fun stuff. (That’s where it’s at for you today.)

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
This is an excellent day for business and commerce. In 

particular, you might want to explore real-estate possibili-
ties. (However, avoid squabbles and disagreements about 
shared property.)

YOU BORN TODAY
You can be charming and easygoing, which is why oth-

ers like you. Nevertheless, you’re bright, and you have 
strong opinions! You also have good money savvy, in part, 
because you’re very realistic. (You don’t kid yourself.) 
People always enjoy your company. 
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