
he scene at Hilligans in Bowling Green
on Monday night was a tribute to the

fervor of University of Kentucky basket-
ball fans.

The parking lot was full an hour before
the game, and College Street was lined
with cars. By game time, every television
in the restaurant was tuned to CBS, and
even with the volume cranked up, the

sound was still inaudible over the crowd noise. A
sea of blue chanted “C-A-T-S! CATS! CATS!
CATS!” – and this was before the Wildcats won
the NCAA championship game over the Kansas
Jayhawks 67-59 in New Orleans.

It is the eighth national championship in UK’s
history and the program’s first since 1998.

While there
were a few reports
of small, celebrato-
ry fires being set
around Bowling
Green, the local
scene was calmer
than that in UK’s
home base of Lex-
ington, where a
man was wounded
by gunfire early
today, numerous
small fires were set
and dozens were
arrested as thou-
sands reveled in
the Wildcats’ vic-
tory, according to
The Associated
Press.

Lexington police Lt. Clayton Roberts said no
arrests had been made in the shooting, which hap-
pened shortly after 2 a.m. EDT. The gunman dis-
appeared into a crowd and behind some buildings,
and police could not locate him, Roberts told The
Associated Press. The wounded man, who is in his
30s, was taken to University of Kentucky Medical
Center with serious injuries that weren’t believed
to be life-threatening, Roberts said.

In Bowling Green, Western Kentucky Universi-
ty junior Dagan Abdon of Lexington watched the
game at home but came to Hilligans to celebrate
the win. He said the championship was special
because the last one came when he was so young. 

“It’s like it isn’t real,” Abdon said. “I’ve been an
avid UK fan all my life and the last championship
came when I was a kid, so I didn’t really get to cel-
ebrate that one.”

Abdon said the highlight of the game for him
was when Kentucky freshman Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist blocked a shot late in the game to seal the
victory for the Wildcats. 

“I wasn’t nervous,” he said of Kansas’ late rally,
which cut UK’s lead from 16 to five with less than

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Bridget Drake (from left) and Lacey Dulin, both of Bowling Green, Laura Lester of
Nashville and Ashley Chewning of Bowling Green cheer for Kentucky on Monday at Hilli-
gans in Bowling Green.

David J. Phillip/AP
Kentucky’s Anthony Davis celebrates Monday night as he cuts the net after the NCAA championship game in New Orleans. Kentucky beat Kansas 67-59.
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

Local fans celebrate
Wildcats’ victory

for 8th NCAA crown
By BILLY HICKS
Special to the Daily News

“It’s like it isn’t
real. I’ve been an
avid UK fan all my
life and the last
championship

came when I was
a kid, so I didn’t

really get
to celebrate
that one.”
Dagan Abdon

Western Kentucky
University student

from Lexington

See KENTUCKY, 6A

MORE COVERAGE
•Before his confetti-flecked suit

gets back from the cleaners, John
Calipari will be on the road. Such
is life for a coach who recruits all
that NBA-ready talent – especial-
ly when those players get in the
habit of bringing championships
back to their ol’ Kentucky home.
Page 1C.

• It’s time to bury the term “stu-
dent-athlete.” It died just about the
time the confetti falling from the
roof of the Superdome landed on
Calipari’s hair and the players
from Kentucky’s NBA develop-
ment academy gathered at a far
corner of the court to collect a tro-
phy many of them will need a
campus map just to find next year.
Jim Litke column, Page 6C.

•Video from UK fans’ celebra-
tions in Bowling Green is online
at bgdailynews.com.

David J. Phillip/AP
Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari yells instructions during
Monday’s championship
game against Kansas.

U.S. student loan debt
may hamper recovery
By TOM RAUM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The federal student
loan program seemed like a great idea back
in 1965: Borrow to go to college now, pay
it back later when you have a job.

But many borrowers these days are
close to flunking out, tripped up by painful
real-life lessons in math and economics.

Surging above $1 trillion, U.S. student
loan debt has surpassed credit card and
auto-loan debt. This debt explosion jeopar-
dizes the fragile recovery, increases the
burden on taxpayers and possibly sets the
stage for a new economic crisis.

With a still-wobbly jobs market, these

See STUDENT, 6A

Local refugees fight barriers
Obtaining driver’s licenses
is often difficult, they say
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

When Bu Reh came to Bowling
Green from the jungle of Myanmar, he
wanted a quality life for his family – a
home, education, jobs and a car.

He didn’t know how difficult that
would be.

While many encounter problems
when adjusting to life in America,
more than 50 refugees from the coun-
try, also called Burma, gathered last
weekend at Holy Spirit Catholic
Church to voice problems getting their
driver’s licenses – issues that serious-
ly affect their quality of life, they say.
An estimated 1,600 Burmese refugees
live in Bowling Green, according to
the International Center, and more
than 200 attend Holy Spirit.

After failing his driver’s permit test
multiple times because he couldn’t
understand the badly translated ques-
tions, Bu Reh invested about $1,000 to
take his test in Arizona, which has bet-
ter Burmese translation.

He got his driver’s license in Ari-
zona, giving authorities the address of
relatives who live there. After return-
ing to Bowling Green and using it for

See LICENSES, 6A


