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WASHINGTON — Frederick
Douglass was black and that was
enough for the Smithsonian Insti-
tution to bar the famed abolition-
ist from speaking at a lecture
series intended to convince Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln that he
should end slavery as war divid-
ed the nation in February 1862.

A century and a half later, the
country’s first black president
helped break ground on a
National Mall museum meant to
give voice to the African-Ameri-
can experience long ignored by
the chief repository of U.S. histo-
ry and heritage.

The 19th Smithsonian muse-
um, set to open in 2015, will rise
on ground where “lives were
once traded, where hundreds of
thousands once marched for jobs
and for freedom,” President
Barack Obama said. “It was here
that the pillars of democracy
were built, often by black hands.”

The Smithsonian’s silencing of
Douglass, who had escaped from
slavery and rose to national
prominence, was just one exam-
ple of the museum’s long neglect
of black culture and contribu-
tions.

“Well into the 20th century,

curators purposefully excluded
African-American history,” said
Richard Kurin, the undersecre-
tary for history, art and culture at
the museum complex.

Obama said the National
Museum of African American
History and Culture would
ensure that the sometimes diffi-
cult, often inspirational role that
blacks have played will not be
forgotten.

The museum, a seven-level
structure with much of its exhib-
it space below ground, will rise
between the Washington Monu-
ment and the National Museum
of American History. A bronze-
coated “corona,” a crown that
rises as an inverse pyramid, will
be its most distinctive feature.
Organizers said the bronze plates
are inspired by African-Ameri-
can metalwork from New
Orleans and Charleston, S.C.,
and that the design evokes
African roots.

The museum will showcase
Harriet Tubman’s shawl, a Jim
Crow-era segregated railroad car
and Emmett Till’s casket, as well
as galleries devoted to military,
sports and entertainment history.

“We will have stories that will

make you smile and stories that
will make you cry,” the muse-
um’s director, Lonnie Bunch,
told The Associated Press.

Congress has pledged to pro-
vide half the $500 million cost.
The museum already has a
gallery at the Smithsonian’s
American history museum with
rotating exhibits to showcase its
new collection and test different
approaches with visitors.

The newest exhibit explores
Thomas Jefferson’s ownership of
slaves and his advocacy against
slavery, while also looking at the
lives of six slave families who
lived on his Monticello planta-
tion in Virginia.

Such stories have been miss-
ing from the National Mall, and
Bunch said that by presenting a
fuller view of history and dealing
directly with difficult issues such
as race, the Smithsonian can pre-
sent a fuller view of what it
means to be an American.

“What this museum can do is
if we tell the unvarnished truth in
a way that’s engaging and not
preachy, what I think will happen
is that by illuminating all the
dark corners of the American
experience, we will help people

find reconciliation and healing,”
he said.

Curators estimate that 15,000
to 20,000 artifacts are in hand.
Bunch estimates they will need
about 35,000 to choose from to
create permanent galleries.

The groundbreaking also
marks the start of a public
fundraising campaign to build
the museum. About $100 million
has been raised to date in private
funds. This includes $5 million
gifts from Wal-Mart, American
Express, Boeing, Target and
UnitedHealth Group. The Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation
and the Lilly Endowment each
gave $10 million in recent years.

Earlier museums have focused
on the Holocaust and to Native
American history, and there is
legislation to create a Smithson-
ian American Latino Museum.

Civil rights veteran Rep. John
Lewis of Georgia introduced leg-
islation for many years to create
a black history museum.

“We must tell the story, the
whole story,” Lewis said, “a 400-
year story of African-Americans’
contributions to this nation’s his-
tory from slavery to the present –
without anger or apology.”

DAILY NEWS, BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKYPAGE 4C - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2012 Sunday Reader

Space Heater Safety 

More than 25,000 residential fires are caused by space heaters in the U.S.  
every year. Approximately one-third of all house fires nationwide occur     
during the home-heating months of December, January, and February. 

 

Consider replacing older space heaters with newer, safer models. Also, look 
for features that enhance the safety of the unit including an electronic thermo-
stat which allows precise temperature control to avoid overheating. 

 

Here are some precautions when using an electric space heater: 

 Purchase only space heaters that have been safety tested and UL approved. 

 Before using a space heater, make sure your smoke detector is in good working condition. 

 Do not overload circuits. Never use extension cords or multiple plugs with a space heater. 

 Never leave space heaters unattended. Turn it off and unplug it before leaving the room or going to bed. 

 Place heater out of high-traffic areas and on  a level, hard, non-flammable floor surface—NOT on       
carpets, furniture, or countertops. 
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AP photos
Above: Four-year-old Piper Shillingford who attends Stuyvesant Heights Montessori Academy in Brooklyn, N.Y., gets a hug Wednesday
from first lady Michelle Obama at the groundbreaking for the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C. Students from the school collected $600 in coins and presented it during the museum groundbreaking. Below: The
winning design concept for the National Museum of African American History and Culture was submitted by Freelon Adjaye Bond/Smith-
Group in Washington. 

Black history museum rising
Museum on National Mall will be 19th for Smithsonian and is set to open in 2015

By JOSH NOEL
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — During her
recent two-week trip to Cuba,
Linda Rivers of Hayward, Calif.,
visited museums, walked along
beaches, sipped rum and watched
a professional baseball game.

Just don’t call it a vacation.
Counter to conventional wis-

dom, Americans such as Rivers
can get to Cuba legally and quite
easily. In many cases, there is no
wait for a visa, license or govern-
ment approval. All that’s required
is a signature and payment.

The wrinkle is that the words
“vacation,” “tourism” and
“leisure” aren’t to enter the equa-
tion.

Though the United States main-
tains a prohibition against travel to
Cuba – or, more accurately, spend-
ing money in Cuba, which is why
such travel is regulated by the
Treasury Department – there are
still several legal avenues for get-
ting there.

Among the most common are
group “people-to-people” trips
like the one Rivers joined. When
you dig slightly below the surface,
it’s clear these trips are not so dif-
ferent from what people usually
do on vacation.

What is mandated is “meaning-
ful interaction” with Cuban peo-
ple. Though that might cast doubt
on scuba diving or sunning your-
self at the beach, is dancing late
into the night in a Cuban jazz club
meaningfully cultural? Or taking
in a baseball game where frenzied
locals dance and beat on drums?
For Rivers, the answer to the latter
was an obvious “yes.”

“It did give me more apprecia-
tion of the culture,” she said. “We
don’t have a lot of drumming and
dancing at baseball games in the
States.”

As part of her person-to-person
trip in a group of 16 mostly Bay
Area residents who work in
affordable housing and academia,
she also met with cultural and gov-
ernment officials from across
Cuba to discuss the arts, racism
and housing. But it was far from a
fully programmed trip without
freedom, mobility or choice.

“It was not a standard trip to any
country, but I didn’t feel hemmed
in by the guidelines,” said Rivers,
45. “They stuck close to the itiner-
ary at times, but part of it included
free time to talk to people and go
to places you want to see.”

People-to-people trips began in
1999 under President Bill Clinton,
ended under President George W.
Bush and were restored last year
under President Barack Obama.

“The purpose of the person-to-
person program from our point of
view is to get as much face-to-face
time with local people as possi-
ble,” said Sandra Levinson, of the
New York-based Center for Cuban
Studies. “That doesn’t mean going

to a lot of lectures or meeting with
a lot of government officials. It
means being involved in activities
where you meet and greet a lot of
Cubans.”

But operators also acknowledge
that despite full itineraries, travel-
ers become free to do as they wish
at some point in the day – usually
in the late afternoon or after din-
ner. That might involve smoking a
Cuban cigar or taking a walk on
the beach.

“As I tell people, it is an island;
you’re surrounded by water and
sand,” said Savina Perez, senior
marketing manager for New
Rochelle, N.Y.-based Insight
Cuba, which runs about 100 per-
son-to-person trips per year. “In
the evening, when you want to
stroll down the Malecon, you can.
You always see Cubans sitting
there, hanging out after dinner.”

Groups such as Insight Cuba
offer several itineraries – “Cuban
Music and Art Experience Tour”
and “Havana and Colonial
Trinidad Tour,” for instance – but
can tailor trips for smaller groups
that can be as small as a gathering
of extended family. They also can
gear trips toward many activities
in many regions.

Though the United States large-
ly stands alone on restricting trav-
el to Cuba, a stance taken since the
communist revolution, most trav-
elers, regardless of where they
originate, go to Cuba with a group.
The reasons are many: Poor infra-
structure makes it difficult to get
around; a hotel shortage can make
accommodations difficult to come
by; the cost of getting around the
island, especially renting cars, can
be prohibitive; and the dialect can
be tricky even for Spanish speak-
ers.

But Cuba does get an increasing
number of solo travelers. From the
U.S., that includes people who
qualify for general licenses (jour-
nalists, academics, people with
religious purposes and those with
“close relatives” in Cuba, which is
the vast majority of U.S. residents
who travel to Cuba); they can go
as easily as drawing up an itiner-
ary, signing an affidavit through a
Travel Service Provider (there are
dozens, mostly in Florida) and
swearing they’ll keep to it. Those
travelers do not need to interact
with the Treasury Department.

A person who does not qualify
for a general license can apply for
a specific license, requiring a
more laborious process that
involves applying through the
Treasury Department. That can
take weeks.

The ease of traveling there
alone “depends on the individual
and how comfortable you are as a
traveler,” said Bob Guild, vice
president of Marazul Charters,
which sent 38,000 Americans to
Cuba in 2011, mostly Cuban-
Americans visiting family.

Getting to Cuba:
Easier, but don’t
call it a vacation


