
ory Twyman said he had not bowled very much since col-
lege, but the T.C. Cherry Elementary School principal’s

smooth follow-through on a strike suggested he was not
all that rusty.

Twyman and other T.C. Cherry staff members joined
hundreds of people Saturday at Southern Lanes to take part in Bowl For
Kids’Sake, the annual fundraiser benefiting Big Brothers Big Sisters of
South Central Kentucky. The agency helps children in need by pairing
them with an adult mentor who provides guidance and friendship
throughout the child’s youth.

This was the first year T.C. Cherry participated in the event, Twyman
said, adding that it was a fun way to get involved in helping children.

“Several of our students already have mentors, and there are more on
a waiting list trying to get them,” Twyman said.

Photos by Pete Rodman/Daily News
Above: T.C. Cherry Elementary School teachers Sandra Alexander (right) and Shellie Tidball, both of Bowling Green, cheer Saturday at Southern Lanes for
their team at Bowl For Kids’ Sake, the annual fundraiser benefiting Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central Kentucky. Below: Jesse Robertson helps his
daughter Makaila bowl during the fundraiser.
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The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Kentuckians are improving
their education-attainment status
but still lag behind neighboring
states in the category.

The American Community
Survey released last week showed

that 20.5 percent of Kentuckians
over age 25 have at least a bache-
lor’s degree. Nationally, the aver-
age has reached more than 30 per-
cent, and all but one of the states
surrounding Kentucky had a high-
er percentage. County-level infor-
mation is not yet available.

“That’s disturbing,” Western

Kentucky University President
Gary Ransdell said. “We can’t
grow our economy unless we are
putting degree holders in the
workplace who can not only per-
form certain skill sets ... but who
also have leadership capacity.”

In addition to increasing the
number of degree-holding resi-

dents, WKU is doing what it can
to make sure there are jobs for
those degree holders so the state
doesn’t experience “brain drain” –
something that had been a prob-
lem before Kentucky began
developing its technology and
research capabilities.

Ransdell said the focus of the
Innovation and Commercializa-
tion Center is to encourage entre-
preneurs and to focus on creating

new and fostering emerging busi-
nesses. The university’s Research
and Development Center is also
integral to supporting jobs in
southcentral Kentucky.

WKU has improved its degree
rate by 51 percent since 1998,
with the number of degrees grow-
ing from 2,566 to 3,885 in 2011.

“We are trying to contribute to
the solution to the problem,” he
said.

That’s one of the goals of the
Gatton Academy of Mathematics
and Science in Kentucky, an on-
campus school for Kentucky high
school juniors and seniors.

“The Gatton Academy is first
and foremost an economic devel-
opment strategy where we bring
in highly gifted and talented stu-
dents together in an environment
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Officials turn
to YouTube,
aim to reach
more people
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The next time a question arises about what
occurred during a Bowling Green Board of
Commissioners meeting, the answer can be
found on YouTube.

The city of Bowling Green unveiled last
week a YouTube channel, where it will post
videos of City Commission meetings and work
sessions, as well as other videos such as public
service announcements.

“We just thought it would be a great way to
help expand our social media,” said Kim Lan-
caster, public information officer for the city.
“It’s a great way for folks to view from mobile
devices. It’s faster and higher quality, too.”

The channel is among the city’s efforts to
reach out to residents; the city already has a
Facebook page and a Twitter account.

“I think the social media in general is such a
great way for us to communicate with citizens,”
Lancaster said. “It helps us reach a demograph-
ic that maybe we weren’t reaching before.”

Commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash, who has
been working with Lancaster on the city’s
social media efforts, said he considers
YouTube, as well as Twitter and Facebook, as
an inexpensive way to tap into an audience that
doesn’t rely on traditional media.
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Leaders bring
local message
to Frankfort
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Bowling Green leaders and movers and
shakers had the ear of lawmakers last week in
Frankfort, and many found the chance to speak
directly to legislators a beneficial experience.

“We had an opportunity to go up there and
talk to those legislators who are going to be
making decisions that are going to directly
impact the city and share with them one-on-one
about how we feel about those,” Bowling Green
City Commissioner Brian “Slim” Nash said.

The opportunity came as part of South Cen-
tral Kentucky Night, which was sponsored by
the Bowling Green Area Chamber of Com-
merce and Western Kentucky University.

“It wasn’t all about lobbying,” Nash said.
“It’s about shaking hands and meeting some
people who you wouldn’t have otherwise
met.”

See ATTITUDES, 8A


