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PARK CITY — The company that made
thousands of solar panels that were installed
in Scotty’s Industrial Park in Bowling Green
will open an assembly facility in Edmonson
County.

Taggart Solar will lease an existing indus-
trial building and plans to initially hire about
30 people to produce the photovoltaic mod-
ules beginning in May. The company will

move its assembly operation from Birming-
ham, Ala., along with three employees,
including CEO Dagney Johnson.

“The remainder of the 30 jobs will be
local,” Johnson said at an announcement this
morning. 

Taggart will partner with Next Generation
Energy out of Colorado.

The facility will be mostly for the assem-
bly of solar panel parts that are manufactured
elsewhere.

“But we will do all the design out of this
facility and will eventually be hiring an engi-
neer,” Johnson said.

Edmonson County Judge-Executive N.E.
Reed said the company eventually hopes to

hire between 75 and 100 people. At least ini-
tially, jobs at the facility will pay in the $10
to $12 an hour range. But Reed said people
working closer to home will be able to save
gas money, as well as time in the car.

“I’m very, very excited that they decided
to bring their company to Edmonson Coun-
ty,” Reed said.

Gov. Steve Beshear was at today’s
announcement of the development, which he
said would provide an economic boost to the
region. In the most recent unemployment
figures for February, Edmonson County’s
unemployment rate was 12.8 percent.

Taggart will invest up to $440,000 in the
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Projects to assist in transportation and
emergency communication will be top
priorities as the city of Bowling Green’s
upcoming budget is developed.

Fixing the traffic problem area at Cave
Mill and Smallhouse roads and setting up
a new emergency services radio commu-
nication system are two projects expect-

ed to be priorities in the budget recom-
mendation for the upcoming fiscal year,
City Manager Kevin DeFebbo said.

City officials are in the process of
preparing the budget for fiscal year 2013,
which begins July 1.

The budget will probably be presented
for approval to the city commission in
early June, Chief Financial Officer Jeff
Meisel said. It must be approved by June
30 and requires two readings.

The city’s budget team finished meet-
ing with the heads of city departments to
review their budgets last week, he said. 

The team – consisting of the city man-
ager, assistant city manager, the comp-
troller and the director of human
resources, along with Meisel – met with
the police department Thursday, Meisel
said. They usually go line by line, look-
ing at each department budget to see how
money can be best spent.

Between now and June, the budget
team will come up with a budget recom-

mendation to present to the Bowling
Green Board of Commissioners, DeFeb-
bo said.

Early estimates suggest that the Cave
Mill and Smallhouse roads project will
cost between $2 million and $2.5 million,
while the radio system will cost between
$8 million and $10 million, he said. Both
those projects are planned as shared ven-
tures between the city and Warren Coun-
ty.

Other priorities will include continued
commitment to the city’s stormwater

management and sidewalk programs,
along with the purchase of police depart-
ment vehicles and other equipment,
DeFebbo said.

The police department has requested
approval for upgrades to its computer-
aided dispatch software for the 911 cen-
ter, replacement for police vehicles and
additional in-car cameras, Bowling
Green Police Chief Doug Hawkins said
in an email. Security enhancements to the
police headquarters campus are also
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eramie Briscoe (above left) and Christina Wynne, both of
Franklin, skip rocks Sunday in the Barren River under the
walking bridge in Bowling Green. Left: Western Kentucky
University students Ally Beasecker (left) of San Diego and
Amanda Short of Nashville walk Sunday along the River

near the walking bridge. “It’s Easter and I was feeling homesick,”
Beasecker said. “I wanted to be by some water.” For more
spring photos, see Page 1B.
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People take advantage of sunny skies, 
visit Barren River on Easter Sunday
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Theresa Shea doesn’t live below a bowling alley, but
roof runners make it sound that way.

Shea lives above her business, Tea Squares, at 906
State St. She bought her historic downtown building and
moved here from New Orleans last year. About two
weeks after moving here, she heard
what sounded like someone dropping
a bowling ball on her roof. 

She later discovered the noise was
coming from an extreme runner par-
ticipating in a sport called parkour.
Parkour runners climb, jump, roll and
use other movements to get around
obstacles in their paths, including
buildings. The activity is often per-
formed in urban areas, and – accord-
ing to online descriptions of parkour
– practicioners consider it be a form
of both exercise and art.

Shea confronted the 30-year-old
runner and asked him not to use her
roof as his treadmill any longer.

That particular runner hasn’t been
back. But others have followed in his
footsteps. Now Shea is looking for a
contractor to determine how much
damage has been done to her flat
roof.

“It’s a problem all around the
square, and it’s been going on a long
time,” she said.

Police were called twice Thursday
night to the 900 block of State Street
after residents there heard people running across their
roofs, Bowling Green Police Department spokesman
Officer Ronnie Ward said.

When officers arrived for the first call, the roof runners
were no longer there. During the second call, police
responded after one of three teens who had been on top
of the buildings fell and was injured, Ward said. 

No one was charged criminally or cited for running on
the rooftops, Ward said.

Police have to witness the runners before they can

Roof runners
making noise
in downtown
Bowling Green
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Local schools are on spring break this week and several students
have unique plans.

Wade Harris, 17, a senior at South Warren High School, is on his
way to Honduras to volunteer at an orphanage.

His father is the pastor at Woodburn Baptist Church and will speak
at a missionary conference in Honduras. Members of his church help
at the country’s Good Shepherd Orphanage, which is nearby, so Har-
ris and his mother decided to go down as well and volunteer.

They’ll be working with the kids and completing any work that

Students not only heading
to beach for spring break
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“We lived in
New Orleans,

and I can 
honestly say

that we have
had more 

contact with
the police here
than we did in

New Orleans in
25 years, and
it’s all because

of roof 
runners.” 

THERESA SHEA
Owner of Tea Squares
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BOWLING GREEN BUDGET 

Traffic, communication top priorities
Proposal likely to be presented to city leaders in early June

Company planning to initially hire 
about 30 people beginning in May


