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Legislative session was a frustrating  failure
 By Al Cross

The atmosphere was happy 
among legislators, lobbyists, legis-
lative staff and journalists on Thurs-
day as they looked forward to the 
end of an often frustrating session 
of the General Assembly.

Redistricting was on hiatus. the 
budget had long been passed and on 
schedule. The road plan and the bill 
to fi ght prescription drug abuse had 
been worked out and were awaiting 
fi nal votes. And House Democrats 
had produced a long list of talking 
points to argue that the session was 
successful after all.

But in the paneled offi ces of leg-
islative leaders and the governor’s 
offi ce, the atmosphere was sour and 
getting worse. And when the clock 
ran out at midnight, the session that 
could have been somewhat salvaged 
was mostly a frustrating failure after 
all.

This column was written at mid-
afternoon Friday, when the blame 
game was still escalating and the 
facts were still being sorted out, but 
we knew the main protagonists in the 
game of legislative chicken that had 
no winners: Senate President David 
Williams and Gov. Steve Beshear, 
with House Speaker Greg Stumbo 
in the major supporting role.

Williams was holding the 
transportation budget hostage for 
Beshear’s signature on the road 
plan. Beshear offered to sign the 
plan if the Senate would pass one of 
his few priority bills, to eventually 
raise the school dropout age to 18.

House Democrats had decided 
that afternoon not to override any 
of Beshear’s 45 line-item vetoes of 
the budget bill — contrary to what 
Williams said Stumbo had told him 
during their fi nal negotiations on the 
budget. Williams’s offi ce couldn’t 
cite a specifi c Stumbo quote on 
overrides and it’s hard to believe 

Stumbo would have made such a cat-
egorical pledge.

The dust-up with Stumbo also ap-
peared to kill the most important bill 
still hanging fi re - Stumbo’s measure 
to crack down on prescription drug 
abuse, a top priority for him and other 
legislators from Central Appalachia, 
the epicenter of what has become a na-
tional epidemic.

The doctor’s strong lobby had won 
concessions that made some lawmak-
ers unhappy, and others thought the 
compromise bill was still too strong, 
but it looked ready to pass the Senate 
on a close vote. But Williams never 
brought it to the fl oor.

The same was true of the bill to fund 
college scholarships in the two coal-
fi elds, an outgrowth of the effort by 
Stumbo to bring into the state system 
the University of Pikeville, a school 
headed by former Gov. Paul Patton, 
who was the fi rst Democratic governor 
to do battle with Williams.

The fate of the drug bill made the 
session a failure. Lawmakers have 60 
legislative days to address the state’s 

problems and the bill should be easy to 
pass in the special session that Beshear 
has called, but the need for a special 
session, costing about $60,000 a day, 
is what makes the regular session a 
failure.

Beshear, who has been in danger of 
being judged the least effective gover-
nor in his own lifetime, wasted no time 
in blaming the latest and previous de-
bacles on Williams. Beshear’s dander 
was clearly up. In his news conference 
immediately after the session, he used 
language that was harsher than any 
attack he made during their race last 
year. 

But Williams is on target when 
he criticizes Beshear for not being 
fully engaged with the legislature. If 
Beshear were more engaged, he would 
have more leverage among lawmak-
ers, including Republicans who might 
be able to curb Williams’s competitive 
passions.
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Small world
A miniature horse on Johnson Road grazed near his barn on Monday aft ernoon. Th e small 

horses have become popular and can be found on many farms in the area. Photo by Kelley 
Warnick
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Summer’s around the corner and high gas prices 
have many of us trimming our spending.

The cost to “fi ll ’er up” affects prices of every-
thing that must be shipped such as food and other 
consumer items. It’s an economic wildcard as our 
nation struggles to recover from economic hard 
times.

The high emotions over gas prices have presi-
dential candidates jockeying to use the issue to 
their advantage. No one knows how it will affect 
the November election.

While there’s nothing drivers can do to reduce 
the cost of a gallon of gas, there are ways to make 
gas go farther.

Improving fuel economy is nothing new to many 
motorists, but some might still be surprised at the 
many ways they can get more bang for their buck 
with regards to fuel costs.

Here are some strategies for stretching our fuel 
dollars:

•Don’t break the law. Obeying the speed lim-
it might save your life, and it can also save you 
money. Typically, fuel economy decreases rapidly 
as a car reaches and surpasses 60 miles per hour. 
According to the U.S. Department of Safety, driv-
ers can assume that each fi ve miles per hour they 
drive over 60, they are paying an additional $0.26 
per gallon for gas.

•Empty the trunk. Though it might be more con-
venient to keep your golf clubs in the trunk of your 
car, extra and unnecessary cargo in a vehicle’s 
trunk drastically reduces fuel economy. An extra 
100 pounds in a vehicle can reduce miles per gal-
lon by as much as 2 percent, so keep a trunk free of 
items that aren’t absolutely necessary.

•Stop idling. Many people let their car idle for 
several minutes on cold mornings. But today’s 
newer vehicles don’t really need to idle to warm 
up, and idling can be very taxing on fuel economy. 
Depending on the size of the car, idling can use 
between a quarter to a half gallon of fuel per hour. 
If you still insist on letting the vehicle idle, a few 
seconds of idling should be enough to warm the 
engine up.

•Embrace cruise control on long drives without 
lots of stopping and starting. Maintaining a con-
stant speed, which a vehicle does when drivers uti-
lize cruise control, can help save fuel, as it’s less 
taxing on an engine to continue at one speed then 
it is to constantly switch back and forth between 
high and low speeds.

•Infl ate the tires. Poorly infl ated tires lower gas 
mileage and also pose a safety hazard. The DOE 
notes that properly infl ated tires can improve gas 
mileage by as much as 3 percent. Ideal tire pres-
sure is different for each vehicle, so check your ve-
hicle’s owner’s manual for recommended tire pres-
sure. Some vehicle manufacturers also include the 
recommended tire pressure on the vehicle itself, be 
it in the driver’s side door jamb or in the vehicle’s 
glove compartment. Tire pressure printed on the 
tire’s sidewall might not be the ideal tire infl ation 
for your particular vehicle, so always adhere to the 
manufacturer’s recommendation instead.

•Drive the car you need, not the car you want. 
Drivers who truly need to save money at the pump 
should consider the type of vehicle they’re driv-
ing, and whether it’s the car they need or the car 
they want. For instance, offi ce workers who own 
a pickup truck but don’t use it to haul items might 
want to consider a smaller vehicle that gets better 
gas mileage.

Improving fuel effi ciency is a great way for mo-
torists to save money and reduce the expenses as-
sociated with vehicle ownership.

•Buy Exxon stock. If you can’t beat ’em, join 
’em!

Americans deal with 
pain at the pumps 

Rick McKee, The Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle


